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[The  Stirling  Arms.] 


To  THE  Honourable 


JOHN  V.  L.  PRUYN, 

Om-  of  the  regents  of  the  UNIVERSITY  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  PRESIDENT  of  the  ALBANY  INSTITUTE. 


^^'^-f--^-:  HE  Emulation  which  has  of 
.^y  h!^  ■    veral  of  the  States,  and  by  nume- 


late  Years  been  evinced  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  States,  and  by  nume- 
.X ^  rous  Societies  and  Individuals  in 
every  Section  of  the  Country,  in  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Records  and  Documents 
illuftrating  our  Hiftory,  affords  a  pleafmg 
Evidence  of  the  Prevalence  of  an  active 
Spirit  of  Inquiry  in  this  ufeful  Department 
of  Knowledge,  and  forms  a  marked  Era  in 
our  Literature. 

Next  after  the  Obligation  of  leaving  a 
full  and  lucid  Record  of  the  prefent  Age, 
for  the  Benefit  of  thofe  who  are  to  come 
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after  us,  is  that  of  refcuing  from  Oblivion 
and  placing  beyond  the  contingency  of 
Lofs,  the  Memorials  of  former  Times,  fo 
impreflive  in  LefTons  of  Experience,  and 
fo  ufeful  in  tracing  the  Origin  and  Deve- 
lopment of  our  Civilization. 

Notwithftanding  much  has  been  done 
to  elucidate  our  early  Fliftory,  much  more 
fall  remains  to  be  inveftigated.  The  Re- 
cords which  from  conflicting  Claims  and 
frequent  Changes  of  Boundary  and  Juris- 
didlion  are  found  scattered  through  the 
Archives  of  different  States,  if  brought  to- 
gether would  afford  an  ample  and  satisfac- 
tory folution  of  important  Events  in  our 
Hiftory,  hitherto  but  imperfeftly  under- 
ftood.  The  Papers  of  Citizens  who  have 
held  public  Stations,  if  fought  out  and 
placed  in  public  Libraries,  would  add  im- 
menfely  to  our  Knowledge  of  hiftorical 
Events,  and  an  extended  Syftem  of  Clafli- 
fication.  Interchange  and  Comparifon,  re- 
mains to  be  carried  out,  before  our  duty 
to  Pofterity  is  fully  performed. 
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The  field  of  hillorical  research  is  truly 
great,  and  although  public  munificence 
may  be  liberally  applied  in  the  promotion 
of  this  object,  flill,  from  the  Extent  and 
Variety  or  Subjects  relating  to  our  early 
Annals,  much  will  yet  remain  to  be 
accornplifhed  by  individual  Enterprife, 
and  it  may  be  fubmitted  whether  an 
Allbciation  of  Subfcribers,  on  the  Plan  of 
the  Ray,  Hakluyt,  Cayendifli,  Camden, 
and  other  Societies  in  England,  might  not 
be  fuftained  among  us,  for  the  Purpofe  of 
diftributing  among  its  Members,  Memoirs 
on  fpecial  Subjects  of  American  Hiftory. 
From  the  great  Amount  of  Materials,  and 
the  Variety  of  Subjedts  embraced  in  the 
propofed  Field  of  Inquiry,  Seleilions  might 
be  made  of  fuch  as  would  beft  illuftrate 
obscure  but  intereffing  Periods  of  our  An- 
nals, and  if  prepared  with  fuitable  Care, 
would  form  a  Series  of  the  higheft  hiftorical 
Value. 

The  prefent  Volume,  embracing  feveral 
Documents  felefted  from  our  State  Archives, 
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relating  to  an  interefting,  but  hitherto  Httle 
known  Period  in  the  Hiftory  of  a  Part  of 
MalTachufetts  once  under  the  Government 
of  New  York,  may  ferve  as  an  Example  of 
the  Materials  in  our  publick  Offices  and 
Libraries,  from  which  many  fimilar  and 
more  ample  hiflorical  Colledions  might 
be  formed ;  and  the  Readinefs  with  which 
you  have  refponded  to  my  Suggeftion  by 
afTuming  the  Expenfes  attending  the  Pub- 
lication of  this  Volume,  affords  Ground 
for  Hope  that  fufficient  Liberality  will  be 
found  to  fuflain  fuch  an  Enterprife. 
Very  refpectfully  yours. 

Franklin  R.  Hough. 
Alha7ty^  Nov.  i,  1856. 


INTRODUCTION. 


EW  Perfons  who  have  written 
/,'T,  '  '  /  , ,  _  >  upon  the  early  Hiftory  of  Nan- 
py  tucket  and  Martha's  Vineyard,  appear 
^y^^r^i^^ti^  have  been  fully  informed  concerning 
^~  ^""^  '  the  Origin  and  Transfers  of  their  Titles, 
or  the  Extent  and  Nature  of  their  Dependence  upon 
the  Government  of  New  York,  previous  to  their 
Annexation  to  Maffachufetts.  A  concife  Statement 
of  thefe  Fadls  will  aid  the  Reader  in  tracing  the 
Connedlion  and  Bearing  of  the  following  Papers. 

King  James  I,  in  the  eighteenth  Year  of  his 
Reign,  J  created  the  ''Council  for  the  Affairs  of  New 
England,"  known  as  the  Plymouth  Company,  and 
this  Council,  at  the  Requeft  of  Charles  I,  in  1635,1 
conveyed  unto  William  Earl  of  Stirling,  Secretary 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  Pemaquid  and  its 

^  November  3,  1621.  This  and  all  following  Dates  in  this  Volume  are 
in  Old- Style. 

^  April  22.  The  Charter  of  this  Company  was  furrendered  June  7. 
of  the  fame  Year. 

B 


Dependencies  on  the  Coaft  of  Maine, ^  together 
with  Long  Ifland  and  the  adjacent  Iflands,  with 
Power  of  Judicature,  i'aving  to  the  Council  the 
Oyer  and  Terminer  of  Appeals,  and  yielding  a  fifth 
Part  of  gold  and  filver  Ores.^ 

In  April,  1637,  ^^^^  ^'^^^  of  Stirling  appointed 
James  Forrett  his  Agent  or  Deputy  for  felling  and 
fettling  the  Iflands  between  Cape  Cod  and  the 
Hudfon  River,  and  in  1641  the  latter  fold^  for 
£40  to  Thomas  Mayhew,4  a  Merchant  of  Water- 
town  in  Maffachufetts,  and  Thomas  May  hew  his 
Son, 5  the  Ifland  of  Nantucket,  with  feveral  fmall 

^  The  Papers  in  the  New  York  Secretary's  Oflicc,  relating  to  Peniaquid 
arc  about  to  be  publillied  by  tlie  Maine  Hiltorical  Society,  by  the  Aid  of 
tliat  State,  and  under  tlic  Diredlion  of  the  Editor  of  this  \^okinie. 

2  New  York  Coh  Hifl.  iii,  42.    Coll.  N.  J.  Hill.  Soc.  ii,  38. 

^  Odober  13.  Seep.  i.  Letter  of  Matthew  Mayhew,  1680.  (Coll. 
MSS.  xxix.  Sec.  Office.) 

Mr.  Mayhew  was  born  early  in  1592,  and  was  a  Merchant  of 
Southampton,  England,  from  ■  w  hence  he  emigrated  in  1633  or  1634. 
He  was  admitted  a  Freeman  May  14,  1634,  and  early  in  1635  fctded  in 
Watertown,  Mafs.,  where  he  owned  Mills  and  a  Farm.  He  was  a 
Selcilman  from  1637  to  1643,  and  a  Reprefentative  from  1636  to  1644, 
when  he  removed  to  Martha's  Vineyard.  He  died  at  that  Place  in  1682, 
at  the  Age  of  90.  (Genealogies  and  Fliit.  of  Watertow  n,  i,  364.) 

^  Thomas  Mayhew  Jr.  was  educated  for  the  Minillry  and  preached  to 
the  Indians.  He  fettled  at  Mardia's  Vineyard  in  1642,  and  was  drowned 
in  a  Voyage  to  England  in  1657,  at  the  age  of  37.     He  Ictt  three  Sons, 
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Iflands  adjacent.  This  Sale  was  conditioned  to  the 
Payment  of  llich  an  Acknowledgement  as  might  be 
fixed  by  John  Winthrop  Sen.,  or  any  two  Magiftrates 
in  Mafiachuletts  Bay,  chofen  by  the  Parties.  From 
the  Uncertainty  that  was  felt  as  to  the  Extent  of 
Accommodation  that  might  be  aftbrded  in  this 
Grant,  Forrett  by  a  fiibfequent  Agreement  conveyed 
to  the  fame  Parties,  Martha's  Vineyard  and  the 
Elizabeth  Ifles.^ 

Thefe  Iflands  being  alfo  claimed  under  the  Grant 
of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  Lord  Proprietor  of  Maine, 
the  elder  Mayhew  obtained  of  Richard  Vines, 
Steward  and  Agent  of  Gorges,  a  Conveyance  of 
Martha's  Vineyard,  for  an  Acknowledgement  to  be 
agreed  upon  by  Perfons  chofen  by  the  Parties. 

Forrett,  the  Agent  of  Stirling,  was  called  fud- 
denly  to  England,  before  his  Bufinefs  was  fettled 
with  Mr.  Mayhew,  his  Place  being  fupplied  by 
Andries  Forrefter,  a  Scotchman,  who  vifited  the 
Iflands,  and  made  very  fair  Promifes  of  a  Settlement 
of  the  Title ;  but  going  to  Manhattan,  he  was 

Matthew,  (who  lublequcntly  allumcd  a  leading  Part  in  the  Affairs  of  thefe 
Iflands)  Thomas  and  John.  (Mather's  Magnafia,  B.  vi,  54;  Mafs.  Hilt. 
Coll.  2d  Ser.  iii,  67.)    Sec  alfo  Note,  p.  75  of  this  A'olunie. 

1  October  23,  1641.    Seep.  2. 
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thrown  into  Prifon  by  the  Dutch,  and  foon  after- 
wards fent  to  Holland,  from  whence  he  never 
returned. » 

For  feveral  Years  the  Settlement  had  been  limited 
to  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  United  Colonies  voted,  in  1644,  that  Malla- 
chufetts  might  receive  this  Ifland  within  their 
Jurifdid:ion,if  they  faw  Caufe,^  and  this  Dependence 
was  recognized  feveral  Years.  In  1654  this  Ifland 
was  voted  to  be  not  within  their  Limits,3  and  until 
transferred  to  the  Duke  of  York,  they  appear  to 
have  been  left  to  their  own  Government,  although 
rather  dependent  upon  that  of  Gorges. 4 

In  1659,5  the  elder  Mayhew  admitted  nine  others 
to  a  joint  Partnerfliip  in  the  Ifland  of  Nantucket, 

^  Mr.  Forrcftcr  was  arrcftcd  at  New  Amfterdam  Sept.  27,  1647,  on  a 
Charge  of  alTcrting  the  Right  of  Government  in  the  Dutch  Territories  on 
Long  Ifland,  having  in  his  Poffeflion  a  Power  of  Attorney  from  Mary 
Stirling.  After  an  Examination  the  following  Day  before  the  Council,  it 
was  Decided  to  fend  this  pretended  Governor  to  Holland,  in  the  Ship 
the  Faulconer,  as  a  Prifoner,  to  defend  his  Commiflion  before  their  High 
MightinelTcs.  (Vanderkemp's  Tranflations  from  the  Dutch,  vii,  86,  Sec. 
Office,  Albany.) 

-Coll.  Am.  Statift.  AiTociation,  i,  46;  Hazard's  Hift.  Coll.,  ii,  18. 

Colonial  Rec.  Mafs.^  iv,  part  i,  page  199. 
^  See  p.  69.  ^  May  2d. 
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referving  a  fmall  Part  to  himfelf ;  and  in  February 
following,  it  was  agreed  that  each  Partner  might 
admit  another  to  an  equal  Share  in  Power  and 
Intereft,  not  being  juftly  excepted  to  by  the  Reft. 
Thefe  were  known  as  the  'Twejity  ¥irjl  Furchafers 
in  the  fubfequent  Records  of  Nantucket. ^  On  the 
loth  of  March,  1660,  the  firft  Indian  Purchafe 
was  made  on  Nantucket. 

At  an  early  Day,  their  ifolated  Pofition  leading 
the  Settlers  on  Nantucket  to  feel  the  Want  of 
Tradefmen  and  Seamen,  it  was  determined  that  ten 
other  Perfons  fliould  be  admitted,  with  certain 
Privileges,  conditioned  to  their  following  their 
feveral  Trades  and  ProfefTions  for  a  fpecific  Time, 
and  becoming  adlual  Refidents,  with  their  Families. 

In  1663  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  on  Behalf  of 
James  Duke  of  York,  purchafed  of  Henry,  then 
Earl  of  Stirling,  his  Intereft  in  his  American  Grant,^ 

■"■Thcfc  Shares  were  fubfcqucntly  fubdividcd,  fo  that  in  1670  there 
were  twcnty-fevcn,  and  in  1792  nearly  tliree  hundred,  owners  of  the 
Common  Fields.  In  1792  one  Share  was  entitled  to  keep  720  Sheep; 
16  Sheep  were  counted  equal  to  i  Horfe,  and  8  Sheep  to  i  Ox  or  Cow. 
The  Rights  then  varied  from  i  to  1400  Commons  Rights.  At  Ihearing 
Time  each  Year,  the  Overplus  of  Sheep  were  killed  or  removed  from  tlie 
Ifland.  (Mafs.  Hirt.  Coll.  i  Series,  iii,  156.) 

2  The  Duke  of  York  agreed  to  Pay  X3,500  for  the  Title,  but  not 
fulfilling  this  Agreement,  he  in  1674  granted  a  Pcnfion  of  £300  per 
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and  in  1664  the  Duke  received  from  his  Royal 
Brother  Charles  II,^  all  that  Part  of  the  Main 
Land  of  New  England,  "  beginning  at  a  certain 

Place  called  or  known  by  the  Name  of  St.  Croix, 
"  next  adjoining  to  New  Scotland  in  America,  and 

from  thence  extending  along  the  Sea  Coall:  unto 
"  a  certain  Place  called  Petuaquine  or  Pemaquid, 

and  fo  up  the  River  thereof  to  the  furthereft 
"  Head  of  fame  as  it  tendeth  Northward,  and 
"  extending  thence  to  the  River  Kinebequi,  and  fo 

upwards  by  the  fliorteft   Courfe  to  the  River 

Canada  northwards :  And  alfo  all  that  Ifland  or 

Illands  commonly  called  by  the  feveral  Names  of 
"  Matowacks  or  Long  Ifland,  fituate,  lying  and 

being  towards  the  weft  of  Cape  Cod  and  the 
"  narrow  Higanfetts,  abutting  upon  the  maine  Land 
"  between  the  two  Rivers  there  called  or  known  by 
"  the  feveral  Names  of  Conned:icut  or  Hudfon's 

River,  and  all  the  Land  from  the  weft  Side  of 

Annum  during  the  Lifetime  of  the  Earl  out  of  the  nett  Profits  of  Revenue 
arifing  from  the  Colony.  It  lublequcntly  appearing  that  there  \\as  no 
Exccfs  of  Revenue  for  paying  this  Annuity,  in  1689  an  Order  was  ifliied 
for  the  Arrears  to  be  paid  out  of  Funds  of  the  Colony,  tlie  Creditor 
being  allowed  accefs  to  the  Accounts  of  the  Pro\ince  for  fuch  Infpcdion 
as  he  might  deem  Proper.  (N.  Y.  Col.  Hill:.,  iii,  606.) 

March  12.    Sec  Patents,  i,  109,  Sec.  Ofiice,  Albany. 


J 
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Conne6licut  and  the  eafl:  Side  of  Delaware  Bay ; 
"  and  alfo  thofe  fever al  IJlands  called  07"  kno^cn  by 
"  the  Names  of  Ma7^thds  Vineyard,  and  Na?2tukes, 
"  otherwfe  Nantuckett ;  together  with  all  the  Lands, 
"  Iflands,  Soils,  Rivers,  Harbors,  Mines,  Minerals, 
"  Quarryes,  Woods,  Marflies,  Waters,  Lakes,  Fifli- 
"  ing.  Hawking,  Hunting  and  Fowling,  and  all 
"  other  Royalties,  Profits,  Commodities  and  He- 
"  reditaments  to  the  feveral  Illands,  Lands  and 
"  Premifes  belonging  and  appertaining."  With 
this  Grant  was  conveyed  the  Right  of  Jurifdi^lion 
and  Government  in  all  Things,  not  inconfiftent 
with  the  Laws  of  England. 

Upon  the  Elliablifhment  of  the  Englifli  in  the 
Government  of  New  York,  Governor  Lovelace 
fent  an  Order  to  thofe  holding  under  the  Stirling 
Title  to  produce  their  Papers,  and  take  out  new 
ones  under  the  Duke  of  York.  Mr.  Mayhew 
accordingly  attended,  was  kindly  received,  appointed 
Governor  of  Martha's  Vineyard  for  Life,  and  the 
People  of  both  Iflands  were  confirmed  in  that  Form 
of  Government  which  they  folicited.  The  fubfe- 
quent  Proceedings  in  relation  to  thefe  Ifiands,  will 
be  fet  forth  in  the  followino;  Pao;es. 

The  Admiflion  of  Artifans  and  Seamen  to  a 
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Participation  in  the  Rights  of  the  firft  Purchafers 
at  Nantucket,  became  fubfequently  a  fruitful  Source 
of  Difcord,  and  upon  the  breaking  out  of  King 
Phihp's  War  in  1675,  feveral  EngUHi  Famihes  from 
the  Main  Land  came  over  for  a  temporary  Refidence 
and  thefe  joining  the  Malcontents,  enabled  the  latter 
to  gain  a  Majority  in  the  Eledlion  of  Magiftrates. 
In  the  previous  Year,  while  the  Colony  of  New 
York  was  again  for  a  fliort  Time  in  the  Hands  of 
the  Dutch,  thefe  Tradefmen  had  feized  the  Oppor- 
tunity of  throwing  off  their  Obligations  to  the  firft 
Purchafers,  and  alTerted  equal  Right  with  them  in 
every  Thing  relating  to  the  Affiiirs  of  the  Settlement, 
and  upon  the  Reftoration  to  the  Englifh,  both 
Parties  made  a  Reprefentation  of  their  Claims  to 
Governor  Andros  at  New  York. 

On  the  Divifion  of  New  York  into  Counties, 
Nov.  I,  1683,  Nantucket,  Martha's  Vineyard, 
and  the  adjacent  Iflands  were  eredted  into  Dukes 
County. I 

A  Perufal  of  the  Memorials  in  the  following 
Pages,  will  convince  the  Reader,  that  this  Ifland 
was  not  altogether  the  Elyfium  that  has  been 

^  Dukes  County  was  reincorporated  and  Nantucket  County  formed  by 
Mallachufetts  in  June,  1695. 
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defcribed  by  a  romantic  Writer/  but  that  this 
"  Nurfery  for  Sailors,  Pilots  and  Fifhermen,"  was 
for  many  Years  diftradled  by  Quarrels  which  the 
New  York  Government  was  too  diftant  and  too 
much  occupied  with  its  domeftic  Affairs,  to  quiet. 
The  Orders  of  the  New  York  Governors  appear 
to  have  been  obeyed  or  difregarded  according  as 
they  favored  or  oppofed  the  Views  of  the  Parties  in 
Power,  and  this  Authority  feems  to  have  loft  the 
Refped:  of  the  Iflanders,  by  negleding  to  enforce 
its  Ordinances. 2 

On  the  Succeflion  of  William  and  Mary  to  the 
Throne  of  England,  a  new  Charter  was  granted  to 
New  England,3  in  which  Nantucket  was  expreflly 
declared  a  Part  of  Maflachufetts.  Concerning 
Martha's  Vineyard,  the  Language  of  the  Charter 
was  lefs  definite,  which  gave  Rife  to  an  angry  Difpute 
between  the  two  Colonies,  and  an  Appeal  by  the 

^  "  Je  obfcrvc  avcc  Plaifir  que  nullc  Sedition,  nulle  Convulfion  politique, 
n'a  jamais  terni  la  Gloire  dc  cet  EtablilTemcnt,  ct  n'a  jamais  agite  ou 
retarde  le  Bonheur  dc  cctte  Societc  ilblcc.  (Crcvccpevir's  Letjres  d'un 
Cultivateur  Americaine,  ii,  192. 

^The  Reader  will  find  an  intercfling  Account  of  Nantucket  in  the 
Port  Folio,  I  ferics,  v,  39,  and  in  Macy's  Hiltory  of  Nantucket. 

2  The  fecond  Charter  of  MafFachufetts  was  granted  Odober  7,  1691. 
It  arrived  in  1692. 

C 
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Government  of  New  York  to  the  Declfion  of  the 
Crown. 

There  had  been  for  many  Years  a  Party  upon 
the  Iflands  who  preferred  the  Jurifdid:ion  of  Mafla- 
chufetts,  and  Od:.  15,  1673,  many  of  the  principal 
Freeholders  of  Martha's  Vineyard  had  petitioned 
to  be  tranfferred  to  that  Government. 

In  preparing  thefe  Papers  for  the  Prefs,  we  have. 
In  mofl  Cafes,  ftridtly  adhered  to  the  original  Ortho- 
graphy, adopting  a  uniform  Rule  In  relation  to 
Pundluatlon  and  the  Ufe  of  Capitals,  and  Inferting 
Fac  Similes  of  Signatures,  In  moft  Inftances  in  which 
the  Papers  copied  were  In  the  Hand  Writing  of  their 
Authors.  The  Documents  concerning  thefe  Iflands, 
like  many  pertaining  to  Delaware,  New  Jerfey, 
Connedtlcut,  &c.,  are  fcattered  through  nearly  every 
Volume  In  the  Secretary's  Office  at  Albany,  of  the 
earlier  Colonial  Period.  Reference  to  Volume 
and  Page  Is  made  in  every  Inftance  excepting  in 
the  Series  entitled  New  Tork  Colonial  AISS.,  which 
is  not  paged.  The  accompanying  Map  Is  traced 
from  a  Chart  of  the  Coaft  Survey,  and  gives  an 
exact  Idea  of  the  Form  and  relative  Pofitlon  of 
thefe  Iflands. 

R  B.  H. 


PAPERS 

delating  to  ^antticKet,  etc. 

Deeds  from  James  Fforrett  to  Thomas 
Mayhew  and  So7t. 

[Deeds,  i,  71  ;  iii,  64,  and  iii,  76,  Sec.  Office,  Albany.] 

'  ■  ^  SS.^^^  HESE  Prefents  doe  wltnefl^,  That 

was 


CommilTion  for  the  order- 


^'^^  with  a 

-'1  ^^-^  -j^g        difpofing  of  all  the  Iflands 
that  lyeth  between  Cape  Codd  and 


Hudfons  River,  and  have  hitherto  continued  his 
Agent  without  any  Contradiction,  doe  hereby 
graunt  unto  Thomas  Mayhew  at  Water  to  wne,  Mer- 
chant, and  to  Thomas  Mayhew  his  Sonne,  free  Liber- 
ty and  full  Power  to  them,  their  Heyres  and  Aflignes, 
to  Plant  and  Inhabitt  upon  Nantuckett  and  two 
fmall  Iflands  adjacent,  and  to  enjoy  the  faid  Iflands 
to  them,  their  Heyres,  and  Aflignes  forever.  Pro- 


I 
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vided,  That  Thomas  Mayhew  and  Thomas  May- 
hew  his  Sonne,  or  either  of  them  or  their  Afligns 
doe  render  and  pay  yearly  unto  the  Hon^^^'  the  Lord 
Sterhng,  his  Heyres  and  Ailignes,  llich  an  Acknow- 
ledgement as  fliall  bee  thought  fitt  by  John  Win- 
throp  Efqi'  the  Elder,  or  any  two  Magiftrates  in  the 
Maffachuietts  Bay,  being  chofen  for  that  End  and 
Purpofe  by  the  Hon.  the  Lord  Sterling  or  his  De- 
puty ;  and  by  the  laid  Thomas  Mayhew  and  Tho- 
mas Mayhew  his  Sonne,  or  their  Allignes. 

Its  agreed.  That  the  Governm^  that  the  faid 
Thomas  Mayhew  and  Thomas  Mayhew  his  Sonne 
and  their  Affignees  fliall  fett  up,  Hi  all  bee  fuch  as  is 
now  eftabliflied  in  the  Maffachufetts  aforefaid,  and 
that  the  faid  Thomas  Mayhew  and  Thomas  May- 
hew his  Sonne  and  their  Affignes  lhall  have  as  much 
Priviledge  touching  their  Planting,  Inhabitting, 
and  Enjoying,  of  all  and  every  Part  of  the  Premifes 
as  by  the  Patent  to  the  Patentees  of  the  Maffachu- 
fetts aforeiaid,  and  their  Affociates.  In  Witneffe 
hereof  I  the  faid  James  Fforrett  have  hereunto  fett 
my  Hand  and  Scale  this  i  3th  Day  of  October,  1 641 . 

James  Fforrett  (Scale.) 
WitncfTcs:  Philip  Watson,  Clcrkc. 

Robert  Coranc, 
Nicholas  Davijon, 
Riclvl  Stillman. 

[Deeds  i,  72,  and  iii,  65,  Secretary's  Oflice.] 

Whereas,  by  virtue  of  a  Commiliion  from  the 
Lord  Sterling,  James  Fforrett,  Gent.,  hath  granted 
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Liberty  and  full  Power  unto  'Jlionias  May/ieiu,  of 
Watertowne,  Merchant,  and  Thomas  May/icw  his 
Sonne,  and  their  Affociats,  to  plant  the  Illand  of 
Na?2tuckett,  according  to  Articles  in  a  Deed  to  that 
Purpofe  expreffed.  Now,  forafmuch  as  the  faid 
Ifland  hath  not  been  yet  well  furveyed,  whereby  it 
may  appeare  that  comfortable  Accommodations  for 
themfelves  and  their  Affociats  will  thereby  be 
found:  thefe  therefore  fliall  i'erve  to  teftify  that  I,  the 
laid  James  Fforrett,  by  vertue  of  my  laid  Commis- 
fion,  doe  hereby  graunt  unto  the  laid  Thomas  May- 
hew  and  Thomas  Mayhew  his  Sonne,  and  their  As- 
fociats,  as  much  [Liberty]  to  plant  upon  Mart  ha  s 
Vineyard  and  Elizabeth's  IJies  as  they  have  by  vertue 
of  a  Deedgranted  unto  themforNantuckett,as  there- 
in plainly  in  all  Confideration,  both  on  the  Right 
Hon^^*-^  the  Lord  Sterling's  Part,  and  on  the  faid 
Thomas  Mayhew  and  Thomas  Mayhew  his  Sonne 
and  their  Affociates  doth  appeare.  And  in  witneffe 
hereof  I  the  laid  James  Fforrett  have  hereto  fett 
my  hand  this  23d  day  of  October,  Anno  Domini 
1 64 1.  James  Forrett. 

Philip  Wattson,  Clarke. 

Signed  and  Delivered  in  the 
Prefence  of  us : 
John  Vaham, 
his  X  marke. 
Gerret  Church. 

These  are  true  Copies  of  Mr.  Fforrett's  Deeds 
to  Mr.  Mayhew  and  his  Sonne  and  their  Affociates. 


( 
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A  Deed  7nade  to  Mr.  Mayhew  by  Richard 

Vines. 

[Deeds,  iii,  66,  Secretary's  Office.] 

I,  Richard  Vines,  of  Saco,  Gent.,  Steward  Gen'"'^ 
for  Sir  Fferdinand  Gorges,  lO^S  Lord  Proprietor  of 
y^'  ProvinceofMAYNE  Land  and  y^^  Illands  of  C<rz^^7- 
wock  and  Nantican^'^  doe  by  thele  Prefents  give  full 
Power  and  Authority  unto  TJiomas  May/iew,  Gent : 
his  Heyres  and  Aflbciates,  to  plant  and  inhabitt 
upon  yc  Iflands  of  Capawock  als  Martha's  Vineyard^ 
w^^  all  Rights  and  Priveledges  thereunto  belonging, 
to  enjoy  the  Premifes  unto  himfelfe  his  Heyres  and 
Aflbciates  forever,  yielding  and  paying  unto  y<^  faid 
S^  Ferdinand  Gorges,  his  Heyres  and  Aflignes  for- 
ever annually,  as  two  Gent,  indifferently  by  each 
of  them  chofen,  fliall  judge  to  be  meet  l3y  way  of 
acknowledgment. 

Given  under  my  Hand  this  25th  day  of  October, 
1641. 

Witnefs:  RiCRD  ViNES. 

Thomas  Page, 
Robert  Long. 

I.  Gorges,  one  of  the  Plymouth  Company,  received  on  its  dilTokition, 
in  1635,  the  Dillrift  between  the  Pifcalaqua  and  the  Kennebcck,  and  in 
1639  his  Tide  was  confirmed  by  the  King  with  ahnoll  ablbkite  Powers  of 
Government  (Haz.  i,  442  ;  Tr.  Me.  Hill.  Soc.  i,  45.)  Mcafures  were 
foon  taken  for  eilablifliing  civil  Jurifdiction,  and  on  the  25th  of  June, 
1640,  the  firft  General  Court  was  held  at  Saco  (lb,  47.)  \^incs  left  the 
Province  in  1645. 
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A  Gratmt  from  Thomas  Mayhew  Senr.  a?id 
Thomas  Mayhew  Junr.  to  Jno.  Dog- 
GETT,  Daniel  PiercEj  et  alys, 

[Deeds  i,  72,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Whereas  Thomas  Mayhew  Sens,  and  Gliomas 
Mayhew  Sem\  have  granted  to  them  hy  Mr. 
James  Fforrett  and  Mr.  Rich^  Vines,  the  Ifland 
of  Nantuckett,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  EHzabeth 
Ifles,  as  by  their  Deeds  more  plainly  appeareth: 
This  is  to  certify  that  wee  the  faid  Thomas  and 
Thomas  doe  hereby  grant  unto  ^ohn  Doggett, 
Daniel  Pierce  and  Richd.  Beeres,  and  John  Smith, 
and  Ffrancis  Smith  with  ourfelves  to  make  choice 
for  the  Preient  of  a  large  Towne  upon  the  fame 
Terms  that  wee  have  it :  And  alfo  equal  Power 
in  Governm^  with  us,  and  equall  Power  in  admis- 
fion  of  all  that  fliall  prefent  themfelves  to  come  to 
live  upon  any  part  of  the  whole  Grant  of  all  the 
Iflands;  and  wee  grant  alfo  to  them  and  their  AlTo- 
ciates  with  us  to  receive  another  TownOiipp  for 
Pofterity  upon  the  fame  Terms  wee  have  from  the 
Grantees. 

In  Witneffe  whereof  wee  have  hereto  fett  our 
Hands  this  i6th  day  of  March,  1641.  Now  wee 
are  the  Succeifors  of  thofe  Men,  and  the  firft  of  us 
was  admitted  by  their  Approbation,  and  fome  pur- 
chafed  their  Lands. 
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This  wittneffeth  that  Mr.  Mayhew  tlie  Elder, 
and  alio  Mr.  Mayhew  the  Younger  have  freely 
given  to  the  Men  now  inhabiting  upon  the  Ifland, 
viz^  the  Vineyard,  this  Tradl  of  Land  following  for 
a  Townfliip  :  namely,  all  Tawaiiquatick  his  Right, 
together  w^^^  all  the  Land  as  farre  as  the  Eafterniofh 
Chapp  of  Homefes  Hole  :  and  alio  the  Illand  called 
CJiappaqiiidlck  with  full  Power  to  difpole  of  all 
and  every  Part  of  the  faid  Land  as  they  fee  befh 
for  their  own  comfortable  Accommodations  :  The 
Line  is  to  go  from  Tequoneman's  Neck  to  the 
Eaftermoft  Chapp  of  Ilomes's  Hole.  This  I  doe 
acknowledge  to  bee  the  flree  Grant  of  Myfelf  and 
my  Sonne. 

This  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Town  Grant  from 
Mr.  Mayhew,  1644. 

Thefe  two  Grants  were  firft  taken  out  of  the  Town 
Book  by  John  Birchard,  Secretary,  when  hee  lived 
on  Martha's  Vineyard.  And  thefe  are  true  Coppies 
of  thofe  Coppies  Word  for  Word. 

And  again  wee  are  the  Men  inhabiting  and  their 
Heyres,  to  whom  this  gift  of  Land  was  given,  whofe 
names  follow : 

Ifaac  Robinfon,  Thomas  Birchard, 

Thomas  Trapp,         John  Bailee, 
Nicholas Horton,        Thomas  Butler, 
John  Peafe,  Jofeph  Norton, 

Thomas  Bayls,  Ifaack  Norton, 

Simeon  Athearn. 
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Gra?2t  for  a  T^owjiJIjip  o?t  Martha's 
Vineyard. 

[Deeds  iii,  68,  Secretary's  Office.] 

December  4th,  1646. 

This  Witneffeth  that  Mr.  Mayhew  Elder,  and 
alfo  Mr.  Mayhew     Younger,  have  freely  given  to 

Men  now  inhabiting  on  y"^  Ifland,  namely,  the 
Vineyard,  this  Trad:  of  Land  following  for  a  Town- 
fliipp  :  namely,  all  Tawanquatacks  his  Right,  to- 
gether w^^^  all  y^'  Land  as  farr  as  y^  eaftermoft  Chap 
of  Homfes  Llole,  and  alfo  all  y^  Illand  called  Chapa- 
qiiegick,  w^^  full  Power  to  difpofe  of  all  and  every 
Part  of  yc  faid  Land  as  they  fee  befl:  for  their  own 
comfortable  Accommodation.  The  Line  is  to  goe 
from  Tequa-nomans  Point  to  y^  eallermoft  Chap 
of  Homles  Llole.  This  I  doe  acknowledge  to  bee 
y^  ifree  Grant  of  myielfe  and  my  Sonn,  y^  day  and 
yeare  above  written. 

Decem.  4th,  1 646. 

Per  me,  Thom:  Mayhew. 

This  above  written  is  a  true  Coppy,  taken  out  of 
y^  original  Grant'  by  mee,  Thomas  DalTett,  Gierke 
for  Toune  Great  Harbour  on  y^  ^^ineyard.  As 
Witnefs  my  Hand,  June  loth,  1671. 

Per  Thom  :  Dassett. 
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Deed  of  Nantucket  to  Te7i  Pii7''chafe7^s, 

[Deeds  iii,  56,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Recorded  for  Mr.  Coffin  and  IMr.  Macy  aforcp 
ye  Day  and  Ycarc  aforcs*-'- 

Bee  it  known  unto  all  Men  by  these  Prefents, 
that  I,  Thomas  May  hew,  of  Martha's  Vineyard, 
Merchant,  doe  hereby  acknowledge,  that  I  have 
fould  unto  Triftram  Coffi?i,  Thomas  May,  Chriftophe?^ 
Huffcy,  Richard  Swayne,  T^homas  Bernard,  Peter 
Cojfln,  Stephen  Greenleafe,  yohn  Swayne,  and  William 
Pike,  that  Right  and  Intereft  I  have  in  y^  Land  of 
Nantuckett,  by  Patent ;  y^  w^l^  Right  I  bought  of 
James  Fforrett,  Gent,  add  Steward  to  y^  Lord  Ster- 
ling, and  of  Richard  Vines  fometimes  of  Sacho, 
Gent.,  Steward-Gen'^^  unto  Sir  Georges  Knight,  as 
by  Conveyances  under  their  Hands  and  Scales  doe 
appeare,  ffbr  them  aforefaid  to  Injoy,  and  their 
Heyres  and  Aflignes  forever,  w^^  all  the  Priviledges 
theruento  belonging,  for  and  in  confideration  of  y^ 
Sume  of  Ty//r/yPf?z/Wj' of  Current  Pay,  unto  whom- 
foever  I  y^  faid  Thomas  Mayhew,  mine  Heyres  or 
AfTignes,  fl:iall  appoint.  And  alio  two  Beaver  Hatts, 
one  for  myfelfe,  and  one  for  my  Wife.  And  fur- 
ther, this  is  to  declare  that  I  the  faid  Thomas  May- 
hew  have  received  to  myfelf  that  Neck  upon  Nan- 
tuckett called  Masqiietuck,  or  that  Neck  of  Land 
called  Nashayte,  the  Neck  (but  one)  northerly  of 
Mafquetuck,      aforefaid  Sayle  in  anywife  notwith- 
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{landing.  And  further,  I  faid  Thomas  Mayhew 
am  to  beare  my  Parte  of  the  Charge  of  y^  faid  Pur- 
chafe  abovenamed,  and  to  hold  one-twentieth  Part 
of  all  Lands  purchafed  already,  or  fliall  be  hereafter 
purchafed  upon  y^'  faid  Ifland,  by  y^  aforef'i  Pur- 
chafs  or  Heyres  and  AlTignes  forever.  Briefly:  It 
is  thus;  That  I  really  fold  all  my  Patent  to  y^  afore- 
faid  nine  Men,  and  they  are  to  pay  mee,  or  whom- 
foever  I  fliall  appoint  them,  Sume  of  Thirty 
Pounds  in  good  Marchantable  Pay  in  y^  Maffachu- 
fetts,  under  w^^  Governm^  they  now  Inhabit,  and 
2  Beaver  Hatts,  and  I  am  to  beare  a  20th  Part  of 
yc  Charge  of  y^  Purchafe,  and  to  have  a  20th  Part 
of  all  Lands  and  Priviledges  ;  and  to  have  w^^  of 
y^  Necks  abovef^  that  I  will  myfelfe,  paying  for  it; 
only  yc  Purchafers  are  to  pay  what  Sachem  is  to 
have  for  Masqiictiick^  although  I  have  y^  other 
Neck. 

And  in  Witnefs  hereof,  I  have  hereunto  fett  my 
Hand  and  Scale  this  fecond  Day  of  July,  fix- 
teen  hundred  and  iifty-nine,  1659. 

,  Per  me,  Tho:  Mayhew. 

Witnejs, 

John  Sm3'th, 
Edward  Sealc. 
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.  Deed  of  Tuckanucket  IJJmid,  i 

[Deeds,  iii,  57,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Recorded  for  INlr.  Cofiin  and  Mr.  Macy  aforcjaid      Day  and 
Ycarc  aforcwrittcn. 

The  tenth  Day  of  October,  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  fifty  and  nine;  Thele  Prefents  Witnefs, 
That  I,  Thomas  Mayliew,  of  Martin  s  Vineyard, 
Mercht,  doe  Give,  Grant,  Bargaine,  and  Sell,  all 
my  Right  and  Interefi;  in  Tuckamick  Ifland,  als 
Tuckaniicketty  which  I  have  had,  or  ought  to  have, 
by  Vertue  of  Patent  Right,  purchafed  of  y^  Lord 
Stirling's  Agent  and  of  Mr.  Richard  Vines  Agent, 
unto  Sir  Fferdinando  George,  Knight,  unto  Trif- 
tram  Coffin  S»",  Peter  Coffin,  Trifi:ram  Coffin  Jun'", 
and  James  Coffin,  to  them  and  their  Heyres  fore- 
ver, Soy  and  in  confideracon  of  y^  jufi:  Sume  of 
fix  Pounds  in  Hand  paid,  and  by  mee  Thomas 
Mayhew,  received  in  full  Satisfaction  of  y^  aforefaid 
Patent  Right,  of  y^  aforefaid  Ifland. 

And  in  Witnefs  hereof,  I  have  fett  my  Hand 
and  Scale. 

Per  me,  Thomas  Mayhew. 

Witnefs  hereunto, 
Roger  Wheeler, 
George  Wheeler. 

^  The  Head  Chief  of  Nantucket,  Wamachmamack,  fold  to  i\\c  above 
Grantees,  Feb.  20,  i66i,  half  of  this  Ifland  for  £  10,  one-lialf  paid  dow  n, 
and  the  reft  when  Thomas  Mayliew  fliould  decide  w  lio  w  as  tlie  riglu 
Owner.    Deeds,  iii,,  53,  Sec.  Office. 
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Several  Grants  aiid  Difpofals  of  Land 
tip07t  Nantucket. 

[Deeds,  i,  74,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Whereas  there  was  a  Purchafe  made  of  Pa- 
tent Right  of  the  Hon^^^^  Lord  SterHng,  had  of,  or 
in,  the  lile  of  Nantuckctt,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew 
of  Martha  s  Vineyard^  who  ibid  his  Intereft  thereof 
unto  Triftram  Coffin  Sen'*.,  Thomas  Macy,  Rich^^ 
Swayne,  Thomas  Barnard,  Peter  Coffin,  Chrifto- 
pher  Huffey,  Stephen  Greenleafe,  Jn«  Swayne,  and 
W""^  Pike;  the  abovefaid  Mr.  Mayhew  referving 
unto  himfelfe  a  twentyeth  Part  of  the  Patent  Right: 
And  alfo  became  a  Purchafer  w^^^  thofe  nine  Men 
before  named,  of  all  Indian  Rights  that  have  been 
purchafed ;  Soe  that  the  ten,  (viz^  Mr.  Thomas 
Mayhew,  Triftram  Coffin,  Thomas  Macy,  Richard 
Swaine,  Thomas  Barnard,  Peter  Coffin,  Chrifto- 
pher  Huffye,  Stephen  Greenleafe,  John  Swayne, 
and  Willm  Pike,)  had  the  whole  and  fole  Intereft, 
Difpofall,  Power,  and  Priviledge  of  the  faid  Ifland, 
and  Appurtenances  thereof,  &c. 

At  Salifbury, 
February:  -59. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  faid  Purchafers,  or 
the  major  Part  of  them,  approved  of  and  allowed  by 
the  reft,  together  w^^^fome  others  that  were  owned 
for  Aflbciates,  as  will  hereafter  appeare ;  it  was 
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agreed,  and  determined,  and  appointed  as  followeth, 
viz^  That  thefe  ten  Owners  will  admit  of  ten  more 
Partners,  who  fhall  have  equal  Proportion,  Power, 
and  Intereft  with  themfelves ;  And  that  either  of 
the  Purchafers  aforementioned  fliall  have  Liberty 
to  take  a  Partner  whom  he  pleafe,  not  being  juftly 
excepted  againft  by  the  reft.  At  the  Meeting  was 
owned  Partner  with  Chriftopher  Huffye,  Robert 
Pyke ;  Robert  Barnard  was  owned  a  Partner  with 
Thomas  Barnard ;  Edward  Starbuck  was  owned  to 
bee  Thomas  Macy's  Partner ;  and  Triftram  Coffin 
Jun^".  Partner  with  Stephen  Greenleafe ;  and  James 
Coffin  Partner  with  Peter  Coffin. 

At  the  fame  Meeting,  It  was  Ordered  and  De- 
termined, that  there  fl:iould  bee  ten  other  Inhabit- 
ants admitted  into  the  Plantation,  who  fhall  have 
fuch  Accommodations  as  the  Owners  or  Purchafers 
fliall  judge  meet,  as  namely,  neceffary  Tradefmen 
and  Seamen. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Owners  of  the  Ifle  of  Nan- 
tuckett  at  Salifbury,  May  the  ninth,  a  thoufand  fix 
hundred  fixty-one. 

It  was  Ordered,  That  all  the  Lands,  that  is  fitt 
for  Arable  Land,  convenient  for  Houfe  Lotts,  fliall 
bee  forth  meafured,  that  the  Quantity  thereof  may 
be  knowne,  which  being  done  ffiall  be  divided  by 
equall  Proportion,  that  is  to  say,  four-fifth  Pieces  to 
the  Owners  or  Purchafers,  and  the  other  fifth 
Parts  to  the  ten  other  Inhabitants. 
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July  15,  1 66 1. 

At  a  Meeting  on  Nantiickett  of  the 
Owners  or  Purchafers  inhabiting  here,  Mr.  May- 
hew  being  prefent,  and  Mr.  Ffolger:  It  was  Agreed 
and  Concluded,  that  each  Man  of  the  Owners  or 
Purchafers  fliall  have  Liberty  to  choofe  his  Houfe 
Lott  on  any  Place  within  our  Limits,  not  formerly 
taken  up,  and  that  each  Houfe  Lott  fliall  conteyne 
lixty  Rodd  fquare  to  a  whole  Accommodation,  or 
Share,  or  the  Value  of  it. 

July  20th,  1662. 

These  WitnelTe :  That  wee  whofe  Names  are 
underwritten,  doe  Give  and  Graunt  unto  William 
Worth,!  Sayler,  half  a  Share  of  Land,  and  Mead- 
ows, and  Marflies,  Wood  and  Timber,  and  all 
Manner  of  Priviledges  and  Appertenances  thereto 
belonging,  upon  the  Illand  of  Nantiickett^  both 
Houfe,  Lott,  and  all  other  Diviiions  of  Lands,  and 
Meadows,  Wood,  and  Timber,  and  Commonages : 
Wee  fay,  halfe  as  much  as  any  one  of  the  twenty 
firft  Purchafers  have  both  in  Plantation  and  Patent 
Right,  to  him  the  faid  William  Worth,  his  Heyres 
I  and  Aflignes,  forever:  Vpon  Condition  that  he 

pay  his  Proportion  of  all  Charges  of  purchafing  the 
Patent  and  Indyan  Right,  and  alfo  other  necelTary 

^  William  Wortli  emigrated  from  Devonfliirc,  England,  in  1640.  The 
late  Major-Gcneral  William  J.  Worth,  of  the  United  States  Army, 
was  a  Dcfcendant  of  this  Perfon.  (Raymond's  Lives  of  Dillinguiflied 
Men  of  Columbia  County,  p.  79.) 
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Charges  concerning  the  Enghfli  Rights ;  and  alfo 
to  come  and  dwell  on  the  Illand,  and  to  employ 
himfelfe,  or  bee  employed  on  the  Sea  for  himfelfe, 
or  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  as  are  inhabiting  on  the 
Ifland,  or  any  of  the  Purchafers  at  fuch  Seafons  as 
are  convenient ;  And  for  fuch  Hire  as  they  fliall 
agree  upon,  which  lhall  be  according  to  Reafon, 
and  not  to  leave  the  Ifland  for  three  Years  Time 
after  the  Date  hereof. 

John  Bifliop,  Thomas  Macy, 

John  Holt,  Robert  Barnard, 

Edward  Starrbuck,      Thomas  Collman, 
Richard  Swayne,         Thomas  Mayhew, 
Nathaniel  Starbuck,    Peter  Cothn, 
John  Swayne,  Triftram  Coffin  Jun.,,  ) 

Stephen  Greenleafe,         for  Wjn.  Pike  2  fliaies.  y 

Triflram  Coffin  Senri-for  mykllc  and  five  more  cm-  } 

powered,  Imprimis.  y 


March  15,  ^ 

66, 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  a  Grant 
was  made  to  Jofeph  Collman  of  halfe  a  Share  of 
Accommodation  out  of  the  Grant  made  to  the  Sea- 
men and  Tradefmen,  on  Condition  that  hee  fliall 
attend  the  Occafions  of  the  Ifland,  while  he  liveth 
on  the  Ifland  :  And  if  hee  fliall  at  any  Time  think 
meet  to  leave  the  Ifland,  deliver  up  all  his  Accom- 
modation to  the  Company,  if  they  will  pay  him 
for  it  as  much  as  a  Stranger.    And  if  he  leave  the 
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Ifland  and  dwell  elfewhcre  within  three  Yeares,  his 
Grant  is  forfeit. 

March  the  firft,  63 
64. 

Thomas  Macy  doth  engage  hlmfelfe  as 
one  of  the  Number  of  the  Tradefmen,  namely,  to 
supply  the  Occafions  of  the  Ifland  in  the  Trade  of 
Weaving,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Inhabitants  as  well 
as  of  himfelfe,  and  hath  a  Tradefman's  Halfe  Share 
of  Accommodations  granted  to  him  in  Confidcracon 
thereof,  as  well  as  to  William  W orth  and  the  reft. 

March  22, 

67. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  a  Grant 
was  made  to  Richard  Gardner,  halfe  Accommoda- 
cons,  according  to  the  Grants  made  to  Seamen  and 
Tradefmen,  upon  Condition  that  hee  exercife  him- 
felfe as  a  Sea-man,  and  that  hee  come  to  Inhabitt 
here  with  his  ffamily  before  the  End  of  May,  -68. 
And  after  that  his  Entrance  here,  not  to  depart  the 
Ifland  in  Point  of  dwelling,  for  the  Space  of  three 
Yeares,  upon  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Grant  aforefaid. 

ffeby  1 5  :  67. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  a  Grant 
was  made  to  Jofeph  Gardner,  half  a  Share  of  Ac- 
commodacons  anfwerable  to  the  other  Tradefmen, 
on  Condition  that  hee  Supply  the  Occafions  of  the 
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Ifland  in  the  Way  of  Shoo-maker.  And  likewife 
that  hee  fliall  not  leave  the  Ifland  in  Poynt  of 
dwelUng  for  the  fpace  of  four  Years.  Or  if  it  foe 
fall  out  that  hee  fhall  remove  off  from  the  Wand 
within  the  aforefaid  Terme,  that  then  hee  fliall 
leave  the  faid  Accommodation  to  his  Brother  Rich- 
ard :  Vnto  the  faid  Richard  the  Company  doth 
Grant  y^  Accommodations  afore-mentioned,  on  the 
Terms  aforementioned,  that  he  fupply  the  Occations 
of  the  Ifland  in  Way  of  a  Shoo-maker. 

Novem.  29th,  1670. 

A  Grant  was  made  to  Nathaniel  Holland  . 
of  a  Tradefman's  Accommodation,  upon  Condition 
that  hee  employs  himfelfe  in  the  Trade  of  a  Taylour, 
and  bring  his  ffamily  to  y^  I  Hand  before  next  Winter, 
and  that  hee  build  and  fettle  amongft  us  as  an  Inha- 
bitant,^ 

All  thefe  Particulars  are  true  Copies. 

Peter  Foulger,  Clarke. 

^  The  prominent  Part  fubfcqucntly  taken  by  the  above  Tradefmen  and 
Seamen  in  Conlrovcrfies  with  the  original  Patentee  and  his  AfTociates, 
renders  thefe  .Documents  important  in  the  early  Annals  of  thefe  Iflands. 
Numerous  other  Deeds,  Releafes,  &c.,  of  later  Date  are  on  Record  at 
Albany. 
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Captn,  Gardner's  Graimt, 

[Dccdo  i,  7,  Secretary's  Office.] 

The  5th  of  Aug^  72. 

A  Grant  was  made  by  the  Towne,  the 
ffreeholders,  Inhabitants,  Purchalers,  and  Aflbciats, 
now  inhabiting  upon  this  Illand,  unto  Mr.  John 
Gardner,  of  Salem,  Mariner,  a  Seaman's  Accommo- 
dation, w^^^  all  Appurtenances  belonging  unto  it  as 
fully  as  the  other  Seamen  and  Trade Tmen  have  in 
their  former  Grants,  upon  Condition  that  hee  come 
to  inhabitt  and  to  fett  up  the  Trade  of  ffiniing,  with 
a  fufficient  Velfel,  fitt  for  the  taking  of  Codd-ffifh  : 
and  that  any  of  the  Inhabitants  fliall  have  Liberty 
to  joyne  in  fuch  a  Veffell  with  him,  that  is  to  fay, 
an  eighth  Part,  or  a  quarter  Part,  or  more,  or  lelle, 
and  that  the  aforeiaid  John  Gardner  lhall  ufe  his 
befl  Endeavour  to  profecute  the  thlhing  Trade  to 
Effect  in  the  fitt  Seafons  of  the  Yeare:  And  if  hee 
lee  Caufe  to  depart  from  the  Illand  within  three 
Yeares  after  the  Time  that  he  ihall  come  to  Inhabitt, 
that  then  the  Lands  iliall  returne  into  the  Hands 
of  the  aforefaid  Granters,  they  paying  for  all  neces- 
iary  Buildings  or  ffencing  that  are  upon  it,  as  it 
fliall  be  judged  worth.  Alfo,  the  faid  John  Gard- 
ner is  to  bee  here  with  his  ffamily  at  or  before  the 
laft  Day  of  Aprill,  74,  or  elle  this  Grant  to  bee 
void. 

This  is  a  true  Copy  by  mee. 

Pei^er  Foulger. 
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hidia7i  Deed  ^^/^  Nantucket/ 

[Deeds  iii,  54,  Secretary's  Oflice.] 

Recorded  for  Mr.  Trijlram  CofTiii  and  Mr.  Thomas  Macy, 
ye  29th  of  June,  1671  aforcjaid. 

Thefe  P'^fents  Wittnefs,  I,  Wanachnamack, 
Head  Sachem  of  y^'  Ifland  of  Nantiickett,  have  Bar- 
gained and  Sold,  and  doe  hy  thefe  Prefents  Bargaine 
and  Sell  unto  Triftram  Coffin,  Thomas  Macy, 
Rich^  Swayne,  Thomas  Bernard,  John  Swayne,  Mr. 
Thomas  Mayhew,  Edward  Starbuck,  Peter  Coffin, 
James  Coffin,  Stephen  Greenleafe,  Triftram  Coffin 
Junr,  Thomas  Coleman,  Robert  Bernard,  Chrilfo- 
pher  Hulfey,  Robert  Pyke,  John  Smyth,  and  John 
Bifhop,  thefe  Illands  of  Ncuituckctt,  namely,  all  y^ 
Weft  end  of  y^  aforel'^^  I  Hand  unto  Pond  comonly 
called  Waquittaquay,  and  from  y^  Head  of  that  Pond 
to  yc  North  fide  of  y^  Ifland  Manamoy;  Bounded 
by  a  Path  from  y<-'  Head  of  y^  Pond  aforefaid  to 
Manamoy  ;  as  alfo  a  Neck  at  Eaft  End  of  y^  Ifland 
called  Foqiiomock^  w^^^  the  Property  thereof,  and  all 
yc  Royaltyies,  Priviledges,  and  Immunityes  thereto 

^  There  are  on  Record  in  the  New  York  Secretary's  Office,  about  fif- 
teen Indian  Deeds  of  Trads  on  tlicfc  I  Hands,  \\  liicli  the  Limits  of  this 
Work  will  not  allow  us  to  infcrt.  The  earlicll  of  thefe,  certified  in  1661; 
to  have  been  executed  in  1653,  (Deeds  iii,  p.  66,  Sec.  Office),  conveyed 
to  Thomas  Mayhew  the  Younger,  an  undefined  Trail  on  Nantucket,  for 
£15,  referving  half  of  the  drift  Whales.  Nmnerous  Con\e}'ances  of  the 
Latter,  on  the  Shores  of  Long  Ifland,  are  on  Record. 
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belonging,  or  whatfoevcr  Right  I  aforeP  Wan- 
ackmak  have,  or  have  had  in  y^^  Same:  That  is,  all 
y^^  Lands  aforemenconed  and  likew^ife  y^  Winter 
fFeed  of  y^  whole  I  Hand  from  y^  End  of  an  Indyan 
Harveft  untill  Planting  Time,  or  y^^  hrft  of  May, 
from  Yeare  to  Yeare  for  ever ;  as  likevvdfe  Liberty 
to  make  Ufe  of  Wood  and  Timber  on  all  Parts 
of  y^'Ifland;  and  likewife  LLilfe  of  the  Meadows 
and  Mariflies  on  all  Parts  of  y^^  Illand,  w^^^out  or 
beside  y^  aforef^  Tracts  of  Land  purchafed ;  And 
likewife  ufe  of  y^  other  Llalfe  of  y^^  Meadows 
and  Mariflies,  as  long  as  y^  aforefiiid  Englilh  their 
Heyres  or  Affignes  live  on  Illand ;  And  likewife 
I  the  aforefaid  Wanachnamack  doe  fell  unto  y^^ 
EngliHi  aforemenconed  y-'  propriety  of  reft  of  y^' 
Ifland  belonging  unto  mee,  for  and  in  confideracon 
of  ffburty  Pounds  already  received  by  mee  or  other 
by  my  Consent  or  Ord^\    To  LLive  and  to  Hold, 

aforeP  Trad;s  of  Land  w^^^  y^  P'priety,  Royalties, 
Immunityes,  Priveledges  and  all  Appertenances 
thereunto  belonging  to  them  y^  aforef^^  Purchaf's 
their  Heyres  and  Affignes  forever. 

In  Witnefs  Whereof,  I  the  aforef"^  Wanackma- 
mack  have  hereunto  fett  my  Hand  and  Scale 
yc  Day  and  Yeare  above  written, ^ 

The  Signe  of  Wanack-mamack. 

Signed,  Scaled  and  Delivered  in  y"  p'^Jcnce  of 
Peter  Foulger, 
b^leazer  Foulger, 
Dorcas  Starbuck. 

^  Feb.  20,  1 66 1,  die  date  of  preceding  Deed  on  Record. 


[20] 

■   RxtraEls  fro7?i  Coimcil  Mimites^ 

[Council  Minutes,  iii.  Secretary's  Office.] 

At  a  CoLinccU  held  at  y'^ 
flbrt,  May  y'^  14,  1670.^ 

Prcfcnt,  The  Govcrnour,  Mr.  Willctt, 

Mr.  Dclavall,  The  Secretary. 

Mr.  Mayhew's  Bufincfs  of  Martin  s  Vineyard  to 
bee  taken  into  conlidcration  firft.^ 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Mayhew  produced  and  read, 
wherein  hee  delires  to  bee  refolved  in  what  Nature 
Martin  s  Vineyard  and  thofe  Parts  are,  as  to  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Patent  of  the  Duke  indudes  Martin  s  Vine- 
yard, and  thofe  other  Ifles. 

It  is  ordered.  That  a  Letter  be  fent  to  Mr.  May- 
hew,  to  delire  him,  according  to  his  Proffer,  to 
take  a  Journey  hither,  to  confult  about  thofe  Parts 
and  their  Settlem^,  and  that  hee  give  Notice  to 

Council  Minutes,  iii,  26.  ■ 

^  The  earlieft  Letter  we  have  found  from  the  Governor  of  New  York 
to  thefe  Iflands,  was  in  1667,  relating  to  the  fci/.urc  by  Indians  of  a  Vcffcl 
wrecked  on  one  of  the  Elizabeth  Ifles  (Coll.  Hiil.  N.  Y.,  iii,  168.)  In 
1669,  a  Bark  owned  by  a  Mr.  Cutts  of  Pifcataway,  laden  with  Barba- 
docs  Goods,  was  wrecked  on  the  Vineyard,  and  all  on  Board  loll.  Part 
of  the  Cargo  was  faved,  and  the  Bark  was  refitted.  Gov.  Lo\chice  of 
New  Yo.k  receiving  no  returns  of  this  Affair,  wrote,  Sept.  7,  1669,  to 
Mr.  Mayhew  for  full  Details,  and  requeued  him  to  come  to  fomc  Under- 
Handing  of  their  Relations.  (Orders,  Warrants,  Letters,  1665-91,  p.  523, 
Sec.  Ollice.)  The  above  Extracts  fliow  the  fubfequcnt  Adion  of  the 
Parties. 
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thofe  of  Plymouth  Colo?iy,  Rhode  IJland^  or  any  otlier 
that  have  any  P^tences,  or  lay  Clay  me  to  any  of 
thofe  Illands,  to  lett  them  know  that  within  the 
Space  of  two  Months,  y^  Governo''  intends  to  fettle 
thofe  Parts,  foe  that  they  may  doe  well  to  come 
or  fend  fome  Agent  to  adl  for  them,  otherwife  after 
that  Time  all  y^'  Pretences  or  Claymes  will  bee  ad- 
judged of  noe  Validity. 

Mr.  Mayhew  is  to  bee  defired  to  bring  all  his 
Patents,  Writings,  and  other  Papers  relating  here- 
unto, with  him. 

The  Duke's  Patent,  wherein  Martin's  Vuicyard  is 
included,  is  fliewn  to  young  Mr.  Mayhew.* 

The  Gover?i^^  Letter  to  M?\  Mayhew. 

[Court  of  Aflizc,  ii,  533,  Sec.  Office] 

J/r.  Mayhew  : 

I  received  yo^"  L're  by  yo^  Grandchild,  wherein  I 
am  informed  upon  what  Termes  you  have  hitherto 
held  yoi"  Land  at  Martin  s  Vineyard  Tind  Parts  adja- 
cent, but  P^  tences  of  Fferdinando  Gorges  and 
yc  Lord  Sterling,  being  now  at  an  end,  and  his 
Royall  Highnelle  abfolutely  inveftcd  in  y^  Right  to 
thofe  Iflands,  y^  Inhabitants  are  henceforth  to  have 
Directions  of  their  Governm^  from  this  Place.  I 
doe  admire,  it  hath  beene  fo  longe  before  you  haue 
made  yo^  Application  to  me,  fnice  yo^  addrefTing 

^  Referring  to  Matthew,  Grandfon  of  Tliomas  Mayhew. 
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yo^felfe  for  Reliefe  againfl:  y^'  Indians  in  a  BulinelTe 
of  a  Wreck  to  my  PredecclTor,  and  his  Comiflion 
to  you  thereupon,  did  intimate  an  Acknowledge- 
ment of  being  under  his  Royall  HighnelTe  his  Pro- 
tection. ^  Upon  Notice  this  laft  Yeare  of  y^  like 
Misfortune  of  a  Wreck  upon  your  Ifland,  I  fent 
Dire6lions  to  you  how  to  proceed  thereupon,  of 
w^^^  I  expedled  an  Account,  but  have  as  yett  heard 
nothing  of  it,  but  when  you  come  hith^  as  you  pro- 
poie,and  w^^^  I  very  much  defire,  I  make  no  Queftion 
of  receiving  Satisfad:ion  therein  from  you,  as  well 
as  in  diverfe  other  Perticulcrs.  You  may  pleafe 
to  take  yo^"  beft  Tyme  of  coming  this  Sumer,  as 
you  fliall  fynde  yo'felfe  dil'pofed.  I  pray  bring  all 
yo''  Patents,  Deeds,  or  other  Wry  tings,  w^^^  you,  re- 
lating to  thofe  Partes,  by  y^  w^^^vand  by  o^  Confulta- 
tion  togethi*  I  may  receive  fuch  Inteligence  of  y^^ 
Affairs  there  as  I  may  y^  bett^  take  Ord^'  for  y^  fu- 
ture good  Settlem^  of  thofe  Iflands. 

As  to  any  P^tenders  who  lay  Clayme  to  any  of 
them  w^^  are  deemed  to  bee  w^Mn  Duke's  Patent, 
I  have  thought  iitt  to  appoint  Months  Time 
for  all  Perfons  within  this  Governm^  or  without, 
eith^  by  themfelves  or  their  Agents,  to  appeare  here 
before  me  to  make  good  their  Claymes  of  Pretences, 
yc  i^ch  jf  any  of  them  fliall  negled:  to  doe,  (haueing 
timely  Notice  thereof,)  fuch  Claymes  or  P^tences  v/ill 
be  adjudged  of  no  Validity:  I  have  in  Part  discourft 

^  Sec  Note,  page  20. 
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of  thefe  Affaires  w^^  yo''  Grandchild,  but  refer  the 
Remaind''  iintill        Arrivall  here  where  you  Avail 
receive  a  very  hearty  Welcome,  and  all  due  En- 
couragem^  as  to  yo''  perticuler  Concernes,  from 
Yo^  affectionate  humble  Servant, 

Frans:  Louelace. 

Forf  James  in  N.  Torke, 
May      i6^^  1670. 

I  pray  fend  Copies  of  y^  enclofed  Order  of  Notice 
to  all  thofe  about  you  who  are  concerned. 

Notice  give?!  to  all  Perfoiis  co7icer7icd  i?i 
Land  called  Martyn's  VineyarDj  to  ap-- 
peare  i?i  New  Yorke. 

[Court  of  AfTizc,  ii,  538,  Sec.  Office] 

Thefe  are  to  give  Notice  to  all  Perfons  concerned, 
who  lay  Clayme  or  have  any  r^tence  of  Intereft  in 
Martyiis  Vineyard,  Na?itiickett,  or  any  of  y^  Eliza- 
beth IJles  neare  adjacent,  and  w^^in  his  Roy  all  High- 
nefs  his  Pattent,  that  they  appeare  before  me  in 
Perfon  or  by  their  Agents  to  make  Proofe  of  fuch 
Claymes  and  P^tences  w^Mn  fpace  of  4  months 
after  y^  date  hereof. 

In  default  whereof  all  such  Claymes  or  P^tences 
aft^"  yc  Expiration  of  y^  fiid  Time  ihall  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  invalid  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes. 
Given  und^"  my  Hand  and  Sealed  w^^^  y^'  Scale  of  the 
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Province,  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke,  this  16^^ 
day  of  May,  in  y^  22^'^  Yeare  of  his  Ma^'^^^^  Reigne, 
Annoq  Domini,  1670. 

Frans:  Lovelace. 

T^wo  Lette?^s  or  Certificates  fi^oni  the  hihahit- 
a72ts  of  Nantucket. 

[Deeds  iii,  58,  Secretary's  Office,  Albany.] 

Recorded  for  y*^  aforcjaid  Mr.  Coffin  and  Mr.  Macy,  2  Lives 
on  Certificates,  from  y^  Inhabitants  of  Nantuckett,  as  foilow- 
cth,  viz*. 

Whereas  y^  Hon^^^^^  Coll  :  Lovelace,  Governour 
of  New  Yorke,  gave  forth  his  Summons  for  y^^  In- 
habitants of  yc  I  lie  of  Nantuckett  to  make  their 
Appearance  before  his  Hono^'  at  New  Yorke,  either 
in  their  own  Perfon  or  by  their  Agent,  to  ihew 
their  Claymes  in  refpedl  to  tlieir  Standing  or 
Clayme  of  Litereft  on  y^  aforefaid.  Ifland.  Now 
wee  whofe  Names  are  underwritten  having  intruded 
our  ffather  Triftram  Coffin  to  make  Anfwer  for  us. 
Wee  doe  Empower  our  ffather  Triftram  Coffin  to 
a6t  and  doe  for  us  w^^^  y^  Hon^^  Govern^'  Lovelace, 
foe  far  as  is  Jull:  and  Reafonable,  w^^^  Regard  to  our 
Intereft,  on  y^  Lie  of  Nantuckett  and  Tiickanuckctt. 

Witnefs  our  Llands  y^  2^^  Day  of  yc  fourth  Month, 
fixteen  hundred  and  feventy-one,  1671. 

James  Coffin, 

NAiniANlEL  StARBUCK, 

John  Coffin, 
Stephen  Coffin. 
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This  is  to  Signify  that  Inhabitants  of  Na?!- 
tiickett  have  chofen  Mr.  Thomas  Macy  their  Agent 
to  Treat  w^^  y^  Hon^'^^  Coll :  Lovelace  concerning 
yc  Afifayres  of  y^  I  Hand,  to  A(ft  for  them  in  their 
Behalfe  and  Stead,  and  in  all  Confideracons  to  doe 
w^hat  is  necellary  to  be  done  in  reference  to  y^  Pre- 
mifes,  as  if  they  themfelves  were  Perfonally  prefent. 
Witnefs  their  Hands,  dated  June  5^^,  1671. 

Edward  Starbuck, 
Peter  Ffoulger, 
John  Rolfe. 

The  Inhabitants  aforef^  doe  alfo  in  y^  name  of  y^ 
reft,  delire  Mr.  Triftram  Coffin  to  aflift  their  aforeP 
Agent  what  hee  can  in  y^^  matter  or  Bufynefs  con- 
cerning yc  Ifland  Nantiickctt. 


Propofalls  toy^  Governor frojny^  hihahitaiits 
(^/'Nantuckett  about  settling  that  Goverit- 
7ne7it. 

[Deeds  iii,  59,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Imprimis,  Wee  humbly  propofe  Liberty  for  y^ 
Inhabitants  to  chufe  annually  a  Man  or  Men  to  be 
Chiefe  in  y^  Governm^,  and  chofen  or  appointed  by 
his  Hono^  to  Stand  in  place,  conftantly  inverted  w^^^ 
Power  of  Confirmacon  by  Oath  or  EngagenV,  or 
otherwil'e  as  his  Honoi*  fliall  appoint,  one  to  be 
Chiefe  in  y^  Co'"^  and  to  have  Magiftraticall  Power 
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at  all  times  w^^^  regard  to  Peace  and  other  necef- 
fary  C on lider aeons. 

2^^'.  Wee  take  for  granted  y^  y^^  Lawes  of  Eng- 
land are  Standard  of  Governm^,  loe  larre  as  wee 
know  them,  and  are  fuitable  to  our  Condicon  ;  yet 
wee  humbly  propofe  that  y^^  Inhabitants  may  have 
Power  to  Conftitute  fuch  Law  or  Ord^'^  as  are  necef- 
iary  and  fuitable  to  o^  Condicon  not  repugnant  to 
y<-^  Lawes  of  England. 

3^y.  In  point  of  carrying  on  y^  Governm^  from 
Time  to  Time,  w^ee  are  willing  to  joyne  with  o'" 
Neighbor  Illand  y^  Vineyard,  to  keep  together  one 
Co"  every  Yeare,  one  Yeare  at  o^*  Illand,  y^  next  w^'^ 
them,  and  Povvx^r  at  Home  to  End  all  Cafes  not 
exceeding  20  lb;  And  in  all  cafes  Liberty  of  Appealc 
to  yc  Gen^^l  Co"  in  all  Actions  above  40  lb.  And 
in  all  Actions  amounting  to  y^^  valine  of  100  lb 
Liberty  of  Appeale  to  his  [Highnelle  his  Co"  at  y^' 
Citty  of  New  York ;  And  in  Capitall  Cafes,  or 
fuch  Mattes  as  concerne  Life,  Limbe,  or  Banilhm^. 
All  fuch  cafes  to  be  tryed  at  New  Yorke. 

4.  And  feeing  yc  Indyans  are  numerous  among 
us.  Wee  propofe  that  o^"  Governm^  may  Extend  to 
them,  and  Power  to  Summon  them  to  our  Co"^ 
w^^^  refped  to  Mattes  of  Trefpafs  Debt,  and  other 
Mifcarriages,  and  to  Try  and  Judge  them  according 
to  our  Lawes,  when  publilhed  amongft  them. 

And  Laflily,  fome  Military  Power  comitted  to  us, 
refpecting  our  Defence,  either  in  refpect  of  Indyans 
or  Strangi's  invadeing,  &c. 
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The  A?tfwer  to      Nantuckett  Pr^opofalls. 

[Deeds  iii,  60,  Secretary's  Ofiice.] 

At  a  CounccU  held  at  Forte  James  in  New  Yorlc,  y'' 
28^^^  day  of  June  iny^  23'^  Yeare  of  his  Ma^'^'^  Reigne, 
Annoq  Dom.  1671. 

In  Anfwcr  to  Propofalls  Delivered  in  by  Mr. 
Cofliii  and  Mr.  Macy  on  y-  behalf  of  thenifelvcs 
and  y^"  rell:  of  y<^  Inhabitants  ii})(^n  y^^  Illand  Ndti- 
tiickctt;  The  Governor"  and  Councell  Joe  give  their 
Refolucons  as  followeth,  viz^. 

Imprimis,  As  to  y^^  firft  Branch  in  their  Propoflills, 
It  is  thought  fitt  y^  y^  Inhabitants  doe  annually 
recomend  two  Perfons  to  the  Governor  out  of  w^^^ 
hee  will  Nominate  one  to  be  y^'  Chiefe  Magiftrate 
upon  that  Ifland,  and  y"^  Illand  of  Tiicka}iuckett  near 
adjacent  for  y'^  Yeare  enfueing:  who  lhall  by  Com- 
miflion  bee  Inverted  with  Power  accordingly. 

That  y^  Time  when  fuch  a  Magiftrate  lliall  Enter 
into  his  Employm^  after  y^  Expiracon  of  this  hrll 
Yeare,  lliall  Commence  upon  y^  1 3^1^  day  of 
October,  being  his  Royall  Plighnefs  his  Birthday, 
to  continue  for  y^  Space  of  one  whole  Yeare,  and 
that  they  Returne  y^  Names  of  two  Perfons  they 
(hall  recommend  three  months  before  that  Time  to 
y^'  Governo^'. 

That  y"-^  Inhabit^^  have  Power  by  a  Major  Vote 
annually  to  Elect  and  Chufe  their  inferior  Ollicers, 
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both  Civlll  and  Military;  That  is  to  %,  Aflift- 
ants,  Conftables,  and  other  inferior  Officers,  for  y^^ 
Civill  Governm^,  and  fuch  inferiour  Others  fo^-  yc 
Mihtary  as  fliall  be  thought  needfull. 

2^7.  The  fecond  Propofall  is  allowed  of;  That 
they  fliall  have  Liberty  to  make  peculiar  Lawes  and 
Ord^'^  at  their  Gen''^^  Co^t  for  the  well  Governm^  of 
y^  Inhabit^s  yc  w^^^  fliall  bee  in  force  amongft  them 
for  one  whole  Yeare;  Dureing  w^^^  Time  if  noc 
Inconvenience  doe  appeare  therein.  They  are  to 
Tranlmitt  the  laid  Lawes  or  Ord^'s  to  y<^  Governor 
for  his  Confirmacon.  Llowev,  They  are  (as  neare 
as  may  bee)  to  conforme  themfelves  to  y^  Lawes  ot 
England,  and  to  be  very  Cautious  they  doe  not  Act 
in  any  way  repugnant  to  them. 

3!/.  To  y^  3^,  It  is  Granted,  That  they  joyne 
w^^^  their  Neighbo''s  oi Martins  V^}lcyard'm\^c^^p\\'\g 
a  Gen^^l  Co^'^  between  them  once  a  Yeare,  y^  f^  Co""^ 
to  be  held  one  Yeare  in  one  Ifland,  and  y<^  next  in 
y^  other,  wdiere  y^  Chiefe  Magiftrate  in  each  Ifland 
where  the  Co^^  fliall  be  held,  is  to  p^fide,  and  to  Sitt 
in  their  reipective  Co^ts  as  Prefid^,  but  withall  That 
upon  all  occaflons  hee  Confuel  and  Advize  w^^^  y^' 
Chiefe  Magftrate  of  y^  other  Ifland. 

That  yc  faid  Gen^^i  Co^^  confift  of  y^  two 

Chiefe  Magiflirates  of  both  Iflands,  and  y^'  foure 
Aflifl:ants,  where  y^  Prefld^  ihall  have  a  Cafting 
Voyce;  for  y^  Time  of  their  Meeting,  That  it  bee 
left  to  themfelves  to  Agree  upon  y^'  mofl  coiwcnient 
Seafon  of  y*^  Yeare. 
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That  in  their  Private  Co^'^s  ^t  Home,  w^^^  arc  to 
be  held  by  Chiefe  Magiflirate  and  two  AHift^s 
where  y^  Chiefe  Magiftrate  fliall  have  but  a  lingle 
Voyce,  They  fliall  have  Power  finally  to  determine 
and  decide  all  Cafes  not  exceeding  y^  Valine  of  5 
lb.  w^^^out  Appeale,  but  in  any  Sume  above  that 
Valine,  They  have  Liberty  of  Appeale  to  their  Gen" 
Co''t  who  may  determine  ablolutely  any  Cafe  under 
50  lb.  without  Appeale,  but  if  it  lhall  exceed  that 
Sume,  yc  Party  aggrieved  may  have  Recourfe  by 
way  of  Appeale  to  y^^  Gen''"  Co^^  of  Aflizes,  held  in 
New  Yorke. 

And  as  to  Criminal  Cafes,  That  they  have  Power 
both  at  their  Private  Co^'^s  Home,  as  well  as  at 
yc  Gen^-"  Co'^  to  inflid  Puniflim^  on  Oftend''^  foe 
farre  as  Whipping,  Stocks,  and  Pilloring,  or  other 
Publick  Shame.  But  if  y^'  Crime  happen  to  bee  of 
a  higher  nature,  where  Life,  Limbe,  or  Eanilhment 
are  concerned,  That  fuch  Matt's  be  Tranfmitted  to 
y^  Gen''"  Co'"^  of  Aflizes  likewife. 

4.  In  Anfw^'  to  yc  It  is  left  to  themfelves  to 
Ord''  thofe  Afl:ayres  about  y-  Indyans,  and  to  Ad: 
therein  according  to  their  befl:  difcretions,  foe  fiirr 
as  Life  is  not  concerned  ;  Wherein  they  are  alfo  to 
have  Recourfe  to  New  Yorke,  but  that  they  bee 
carefull  to  ufe  fuch  moderacon  amongfl:  them.  That 
they  bee  not  exafperated,  but  by  Degrees  may  be 
brought  to  be  conformable  to  y^  Lawes :  To  w^"^^ 
End,  They  are  to  Nominate  and  appoint  Confliables 
amongfl:  them  who  may  have  Staves  w^"  y^^  Kings 
Amies  upon  them,  the  better  to  keep  their  People 
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in  Awe  and  good  Ord^',  as  is  practized  w^^^  good 
succefs  amongft  Indyans  at  y^^  Eaft  end  of  Long 
Illand. 

To  yc  Laft,  That  they  returne  a  Lyft  of  In- 
habitants, as  alfo  yc  Names  of  two  Perfons  amongft 
them ;  out  of  whom  y^'  Governo^'  will  appoint  one 
to  bee  their  Chiefe  Military  Officer,  That  they  may 
bee  in  y^  better  capacity  to  Defend  themlelves 
againft  their  Enemyes,  whether  Indyans  or  others. 

ComnujlJtoii  Graiited to  Mr.  Tristram  Coffin^ 
Senr.^  to  be  Chiefe  MagiJIrate  i7i  a? id 
over  tJie  IJJa?ids  Nantuckett  a?id  Tuck- 

ANUCKETT. 

[Deeds  iii,  62,  Secretary's  OlHce.] 

Francis  Louelace,  Efq.,  &c.:  Whereas  upon 
Addrefs  made  unto  mee  by  Mr.  Triftram  Coffin  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Macy  on  y^  behalfe  of  themfelves  and 
y^'  reft  of  y^'  Inhabitants  of  Nantuckett  Ijhind  con- 
cerning y^'  Manno''  and  Method  of  Governm^  to  be 
ufed  among^^  themfeh^es,  and  having  by  y^  Advice 
of  my  Councell  pitcht  upon  a  way  for  them;  That 
is  to  fay,  That  they  be  Governed  by  a  Perfon  as 
Chiefe  Alagiftrate,  and  two  Alfiftants,  former  to 
be  nominated  by  myfelfe,  y^^  other  to  be  chofen  and 
confirmed  by  y^  Inhabitants  as  in  y^  Inftructions 
fent  unto  them  is  more  particularly  Sett  forth.  And 
having  conceived  a  good  Opinion  of  y^'  fiittnefs  and 
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capacity  of  Mr,  Triftram  Cofiin  to  be  p'scnt 
Chiefe  Magiflrate  to  manage  Airayrcs  w^^^  y^'  Ayd 
and  good  Advice  of  y^  Affiftants  in  yc  Iflands  of 
Nantiickctt  and  Tucka?iiickett,  I  have  tliought  fitt  to 
Nominate,  Conftitute,  and  Appoint,  and  by  thefe 
P^fents  doe  hereby  Nominate,  Conftitute,  and  Ap- 
point Mr.  Triftram  Cothn  to  be  Chiefe  Magiflrate 
of  faid  Iflands  of  Nantiickctt  and  Tuckafiuckctt. 
In  Managem^  of  w^~^^  faid  Employm^,  hee  is  to 
life  his  beft  Skill  and  Endeavour  to  p'ierve  his 
JVto^tics  Peace,  and  to  keep  y^  Inhabitants  in  good 
Ord^".  And  all  Perfons  are  hereby  required  to  give 
yc  fiid  Mr.  Trifl:ram  Cothn  fuch  llelpect  and  Obe- 
dience as  belongs  to  a  Perfon  invefted  by  commilfion 
from  Authority  of  his  Royall  Ilighneis  in  y^  Place 
and  Employm^  of  a  Chief  Magillrate  in  y^"  Iflands 
aforelaid.  And  hee  is  duely  to  obferve  the  Orders 
and  Infliructions  w^^^  are  already  given  forth  for  y^^ 
well  governing  of  y^  Place,  or  inch  others  as  from 
Time  to  Time  fhall  hereafter  bee  given  by  mce  : 
And  for  whatibever  y^  faid  Mr.  Triftram  Coftin 
fhall  lawfully  Act  or  Doe  in  Profecution  of  yc 
Premifes,  This  my  Commiflion  w^^^  is  to  bee  of 
fforce  untill  y-^  i  3^^^  day  of  October,  which  flvall  bee 
in  Yeare  of  our  Lord  1672,  when  a  new  Alagif- 
trate  is  to  Enter  into  the  Employm^  ihall  bee  his 
suthcient  Warrant  and  Dilcharge. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seale  at  fforte  James 
in  New  Yorke,  this  29^^^  day  of  June  in  y-  22^^ 
Yeare  of  his  Ma^^^^^  lleigne.  Annoq  i3jii.  1671. 

Ekan  :  LouELAc  1:. 
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[Council  Minutes,  iii,  67,  Secretary's  Ofiicc.] 

At  a  CounccU  held  at  ffort  James,  July  6th,  1671. 

Prcjcnt,  Tlic  Governor 
Mr.  Stccnwyck, 
The  Sccrctar}'. 

The  Bufinefs  under  confideracon  was  Mr.  May- 
liew's  AfFayre  about  Martius  V!?icyard,  &c. 

His  Peticon  and  Propofalls  rec^^. 

To  y^  firft  part  of  y-^  Peticon,  It's  granted  tliat 
the  Townes  Seated  there  fliall  have  Patents  of  Con- 
firmation as  other  Townes,  and  particularly  as  their 
Neighbors  of  Nantiickctt  have. 

To  y^  next  part  to  know  what  Land  liee  hath 
Purchafed,  and  of  whom,  and  how  it  doth  appeare, 
and  what  remains  unpurchafed. 

Noe-Mans  Land  already  difpofed  of,  but  to  bee 
enquired  into.^ 

Three  Papers  to  bee  Recorded,  viz^ :  y^  two  from 
James  Fforrett,  (y^  f*^  Sterling's  Agent,)  and  one 
from  Richard  Vines,  Sr.  Fferdinando  Gorges  Agentt.^ 

^  This  Ifland  was  firft  granted  Aug.  3,  1666,  to  William  Reeves, 
Triftram  Dodge,  John  Williams,  and  William  Nightingale,  conditioned 
to  the  Eilabliflimcnt  of  a  fifliing  Trade,  Conftru6lion  of  a  Harbour  within 
three  Years,  and  annual  Payment  at  New  York  of  one  Barrel  of  Codfifli, 
(Pat.  i,  50.)  This  having  been  forfeited,  was  renewed  to  John  Williams 
and  others,  June  23,  1670,  and  Feb.  23,  1674.  In  thefe  Patents  the 
Ifland  was  called  the  Iflc  of  Wight,  and  upon  the  fettlement  of  a  certain 
number  of  Families  it  was  to  be  entitled  to  a  Juftice  ot  the  I'eacc,  and  all 
the  Privileges  of  a  Town.  (Court  of  Aflize,  ii,  538  ;  Patents,  iv,  91.) 

Vide  Ante,  p.  2,  4. 
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Mr.  Mayhew  to  bring  in  To-morrow  Morning 
what  hee  hath  brought  at  Martin  s  Vineyard^  for 
which  hee  is  to  have  a  Patent. 

The  Claufe  of  Priviledges  to  bee  invefted  in 
Patent. 

At  a  CounccU  &:c.,  July  7,  1671, 

About  Mr.  Mayhew's  Propofalls  conceT^72ing 

That  for  ending  of  Caufes  to  y^  Sume  of  5  lb. 
It  is  granted  that  Mr.  Mayhew  (who  for  his  Life 
Time  is  to  bee  Governo^'  there)  w^^^  two  Aififtants  to 
bee  cholen  by  y^^  two  Townes,  Hiall  hold  a  Court, 
where  one  agreeing  w^^^  y^  Governor"  fliall  carry  the 
Cafe;  but  in  cafe  of  Non-Agreem^  to  bee  referred  to 
their  Generall  Court ;  which  is  to  confifl:  as  in  their 
Inftruftions  to  Nantuckctt. 

The  Sume  Definite  at  y'^  Gen^'^l  Court  is  to  bee 
for  50     for  this  Yea  re. 

The  Co^'^  is  hrft  to  bee  held  at  Martin's  Vineyard. 

Mr.  Mayhew  is  to  bee  Governo^'  over  y^  Indians 
upon  Martin  s  Vineyard. 

The  Acknowledgement  by  Quit- Rent  for  both 
the  Townes  and  himfelfe  to  bee  Agreed  upon. 

Hee  is  to  have  Liberty  to  Purchafe  for  his  Roy  all 
Highnelfe,  and  to  make  Returne  thereof. 

The  Ord^s  hereupon  are  drawn  up  at  large  and 
Entered  in  the  Booke  of  Indyan's  Purchafe. 

^  Council  IVIinutcs,  iii,  68,  Secretary's  Office. 
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At  a  Counccll  July      8th,  1671. 

Mr.  Mayhew  and  Mr.  Brenton's  Pretences  upon 
Elizabeth  IJlands  difcourft  of. 

Memorand"^ ,  That  three  Men  befide  Mr.  May- 
hew  bee  chofen  for  a  Court  upon  Mart'ui  s  Vhicyardy 
and  hee  to  have  a  double  Vote  as  Prefident. 

Mr.  Mayhew,  Sen^,  acknowledges  to  have  fold 
his  Pretences,  but  the  Grand  Childe  putts  in  his 
Clay  me  for  his  Part  as  his  ffathers  Right. 

Daniel  Wilcock's  Clayme  brought  in  by  young 
Mr.  Mayhew  to  bee  Recorded. 

The  whole  Right  to  y^^  two  Iflands  is  found  to 
bee  in  Mr.  Brenton,  both  by  y^  Indyan  Purchafe 
and  the  fale  of  Mr.  Mayhew,  Sen^;  But  its  recom- 
mended to  him  to  give  fome  Compenlation  to  the 
Grand  Childe  for  his  Confent  to  his  ffathers  Right. 

At  a  Counccll,  July  12th,  1671, 

Prcjcnt,  The  Govcrno'", 
Mr.  Stccnwyck, 
The  Secretary. 

Vpon  confideracon  had  of  Mr.  Mayhew's  Quit- 
Rent. 

It  is  Agreed  to  be  6  Barrells  of  Ffifli,  vlz^;  two 
Barrells  each  Patent. 

About  Claes  Burden,  &c.:  That  y^  former  Ord'" 
againft  Tranfportation  of  Wheat,  &c.:  bee  as  yet 
continued,  viz^:  That  none  bee  Transported  but  in 
Ffloure  and  Bread. 
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Ihe  A?tfw^  to  Mr.  Mayhew's  Propojalls, 

[Deeds  iii,  75,  Secretary's  Oflice.] 

At  a  Councell  held  at  Forte  James  in  New  Yorkc,  y°  7th  Day 
of  July  in  y*^  23*^  Yearc  of  his  Ma^''^^  Rcignc,  Annoq  Dni. 
1671. 

Whereas  Mr.  Thomas  Mayliew  of  Martin  s  or 
Martha  s  Vineyard  hath  been  an  ancient  Inhabitant 
there,  where  by  God's  Blefling,  hee  hatli  been  an 
Inftrum^  of  doeing  a  great  Deale  of  Good  both  in 
fetthng  feverall  Plantacons  there,  as  allb  in  re- 
clayming  and  civihzing  y^  Indyans ;  ffor  an  En- 
couragem^  to  him  in  Profecucon  of  that  Defigne, 
and  Acknowledgm^  of  his  Good  Services.  It  is 
ordered  and  agreed  upon  that  y^  (aid  Mr.  Thomas 
Mayhew  fliall  dureing  his  naturall  Life  bee  Governo'' 
of  yc  Ifland  called  Martin's  or  Martha  s  Vineyard^ 
both  over  y^  Englifli  Inhabitants  and  Indyans  for  yc 
w^"^^  hee  fliall  have  a  Commillion. 

That  for  Tryall  and  Decifion  of  all  Differences 
of  Debt  or  Damage  to  y^  Valine  of  flive  Pounds, 
They  lhall  have  a  Co^^  in  their  Ifland,  w^^^^  fliall  bee 
compofed  of  Governor  there,  who  fliall  have  a 
double  Vote,  and  three  Aflifl:ants  to  be  Elected 
annually  by  the  Inhabitants  of  two  Townes  and 
Plantacons  upon  y^  Ifland,  from  whofe  Judgm^  in 
any  Cafe  to  y^  Sum*^  of  five  Pounds  aforefaid  or  under, 
noe  Appeale  fliall  bee  admitted. 

That  all  Actions  and  Cafes  of  above  five  Pound, 
and  under  flifty  Pound  fliall  bee  Tryed  at  y^  Gen'^i 
Court  to  be  held  by  them  and  their  Neighbours  of 


1 36  J 


Ncintuckctt,  that  is  to  fay,  by  y-^  Governor'  or  Chictc 
Magiftrate  of  Martin  s  Vineyard,  and  y^^  firiT:  two 
Elected  of  y"^  three  Afliftants  aforemenconed,  and 
by  yc  Chiefe  Magiftrate  of  Nantuckctt,  and  his  two 
Afliftants,  where  it  is  recommended  that  Mr.Thomas 
Mayhew  doe  p'fide  and  fitt  as  Prefident  dureing  his 
Life  (ahhough  y^^  Court  bee  held  at  Naiituckctt  w^'^ 
priveledge  of  a  double  or  cafting  Voice,  in  regard 
of  his  great  Experience  and  Reputacon  amongft 
them,  but  after  his  Deceafe  that  y^^  Rules  and  In- 
ftru6lions,  w^^  concerne  both  Illands  be  puncftu- 
ally  followed  and  obferved. 

That  yc  firft  Gen'^l  Court  fliall  bee  held  upon  yc 
Ifland  Martin  s  Vineyard  at  fome  convenient  Time 
to  bee  agreed  upon  between  them  and  their  Neigh- 
bors ^ycJi  is  to  be  Tranfmitted  hither,  at  w^^^  Time 
annually  after  Approbacon  had  thereof  that  Court 
is  to  be  held  for  y^  Time  to  come  according  to  y^ 
aforemenconed  Inftruftions  given  to  thofe  of  Naji- 
tuckett. 

That  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew  as  GovernoJ"  over  y^ 
Indyans,  doe  follow  y^  fame  W  ay  and  Courfe  of  quiet 
and  peaceable  Governm^  amongft  them  as  hitherto 
hee  hath  done,  w^^  will  tend  to  their  mutuall 
Benefitt  and  Satisfaction,  and  by  Degrees  bring  them 
to  fubmit  to,  and  acknowledge  his  Ma"^s  Lawes 
Eftablilh^   by  his  Royall  Highnefs  in  this  Province. 

And  Laftly  that  y^  Governm^  of  Indyans  in 
particular,  fliall  rcmaine  in  that  State  and  Condicon 
as  hitherto  it  hath  done. 

By  Ord^  of  y^  Governor  and  Councell. 
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CommtJfto?i  for  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhrw  to  be 
Chiefe  Governotcr  of  Martin's  als  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard.  I 

[Deeds  \\\,  70,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Francis  Loudace,  Efq.,  &c. :  Whereas  I  have 
conceived  a  good  Opinion  of  y^^  Capacity  and  Integ- 
rity of  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew  to  be  Governor  and 
Chiefe  Magiftrate  of  y^  Ifland  or  Marthas 

Vineyard,  to  manage  pubHq  Affayres  ^v^^  y^'  Aid,  and 
Good  Advice  of  y-  Afliflants  to  bee  chofen  there, 
and  have  thought  fitt  to  Nominate,  Conftitute,  and 
Appoint,  and  by  thefe  P^fents  doe  hereby  Nominate, 
Conftitute,  and  Appoint  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew  to 
be  Governor  and  Chiefe  Magiftrate  of  faid  Ifland 
Martin  s  or  Martha  s  Vuieyard  during  his  naturall 
Life,  in  y^'  Managem^  of  w^^^  Employm^  hee  is  to 
ule  his  beft  Skill  and  endeavor  to  prel'erve  his  Ma^i^s 
Peace,  and  to  keep  y^  Inhabitants  in  good  Ord^ 
And  all  Perfons  are  hereby  required  to  give  to  y'^ 
faid  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew  fuch  Refpect  and  Obe- 
dience as  belongs  to  a  Perfon  invefted  byCommiflion 
and  Authority  from  his  Royall  Highnefs  in  y^  Office 
and  Employment  of  a  Governor  and  Chiefe  Magif- 

^  On  the  lame  Day  Matthew  IVIayhew  received  a  Commiffion  as  Col- 
ledlor  of  Curtoms  in  and  about  IVIartha's  Vineyard  and  places  adjacent 
(Deeds  iii,  73,)  and  on  the  I2di  the  two  Mayhcws  were  Licenced  to 
Purchafe  fuch  as  tliey  miglit  be  able  of  die  remaining  Title  of  the  Indians 
on  diis  Ifland,  (ib.  p.  71.) 
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trate  in  Ifland  aforef^.  And  hee  faid  Mr. 
Mayhew  is  duely  to  oblerve  and  obey  fuch  Orders 
and  Inftrudlions,  w^^  are  already  given  forth  for  y^ 
well  governing  of  y^  Place,  or  fuch  other  Dired:ions 
as  from  Time  to  Time  hee  fliall  receive  from  mee: 
And  for  whatfoever  the  faid  Mr.  Thomas  jNIayhew 
fhall  Lawfully  a6l  or  doe  in  Profecucon  of  y^'  Pre- 
mifes,  This  my  Commiffion  fliall  bee  his  futiicient 
Warrant  and  Difcharge. 

Given  &c  :  this  8^^^  Day  of  July  iny^  23^^^  Yeare 
of  his  Ma^i"  Reigne,  Annoq.  Dni.  167I. 

Mr,  Mayhew's  hiJlrti&io?2s  from  j^-' 
Governo^\ 

[Deeds  iii,  71,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Mr.  Mayhew  : 

Although  by  yo^'  Gen^ll  Commiffion  you  have 
Strength  and  Authority  fufficient  to  putt  fuch  Lawes 
and  Rules  in  Execucon  as  you  fliall  conceive  may 
beft  tend  to  Diftribucon  of  Juftice,  and  fecuring 
the  Comon  Rights  and  Intereft  of  fuch  as  lhall  live 
under  yo^  Governm^,  the  keeping  his  Magics  Peace, 
together  w^^^  y^  Prefervacon  of  his  Royall  Highnefs 
Intereft  and  Propriety  in  thofe  parts,  yet  fince  that 
Commiflion  may  appeare  to  be  too  generall,  I  have 
thought  fitt  to  pifcribe  to  you  fome  particular  In- 
ftrudlions,  w^^^  you  are  to  make  ule  of  as  Occafion 
fliall  ferve. 

In  ye  firft  place,  you  are  foe  foon  as  you  fliall 
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arrive  in  fome  convenient  Time,  caufe  a  Generall 
Meeting  to  be  summoned  of  the  Inhabitants 
(amongft  w^^^  I  would  not  have  Chiefe  of 
Indyans  omitted)  to  w^hom  you  are  to  Declare  y^' 
End  of  yo^  being  w^^  mee  and  y^  Powder  I  have 
inverted  you  in,  by  caufing  your  Commiflion  to  be 
read  publiqely  together  w^^  yo^  Inftrudiions. 

You  are  then  to  Confid^'  and  Appoint  a  fett  Time 
for  y^  Ele6lion  of  yo^  Afliftants  as  likewife  to  con- 
fid^  of  yc  Time  when  y^  Gen'"Jl  Co^"^  flrall  be  fum- 
moned,  of  w^^  yo"  are  to  Advertize  and  Coniult  yo^" 
Neighbors  of  Nantuckett. 

You  are  likewife  to  acquaint  y^  Inhabit^s  yc 
Priviledges  I  have  Graunted  them  by  enfranchiz- 
ing them  in  Towne  Corporacon,  To  whom  you 
may  deliver  their  Chart^".  Vpon  y^  Receipt  of  w^"^ 
they  may  proceed  to  y^  Election  of  their  Magif- 
trates  as  belongs  to  other  Cor.poracons.^ 

And  in  regard  at  this  Diftance,andyc  Unacquaint- 
ednefs  of  the  Inclinacons  and  Dilpofitions  of  y^ 
Indyans,  I  cannot  p'^fcribe  you  any  Rules  that  may 
be  moft  proper  for  them,  I  fliall  therefore  recom- 

^  Tifbury  Manor  was  granted  to  Thomas  and  Matthew  Mayhew,  July 
8,  1 67 1,  "to  be  holden  according  to  y®  Cuftomc  of  y*^  Mannor  of  Eall 
Greenw*"'^  in  y®  County  of  Kent  in  England,  in  free  and  Comon  Soccagc 
and  by  ffealty  only."  The  Annual  ^uit-Rent  of  the  Manor  was  two 
Barrels  of  good  Merchantable  Codfifli  to  be  delivered  at  the  Bridge  of  the 
Fort  in  New  York  City.  There  is  alfo  on  Record  of  the  flime  Date,  a 
Patent  for  the  Townfliip  of  Tilbury  granted  by  Governor  Lovelace. 

Edgartown  was  made  a  Corporation  on  the  fame  Day,  widi  a  like  Annual 
Tribute.  As  this  volume  is  mainly  devoted  to  the  affairs  of  Nantuckett 
thcfc  Grants  and  many  other  Papers  relating  to  Martha's  Vineyard  are 
ncccffarily  omitted. 
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mend  that  Affaire  wholly  toyo^'  prudent  Managem^ 
only  you  may  acquaint  them,  that  haveing  now 
taken  them  into  his  Royall  IlighneCs  particular 
Protection,  I  fhall  be  very  carefull  to  Affifl  them  in 
all  Extremityes ;  expecting  from  them  noe  other 
Returne,  but  that  they  live  quietly  and  peaceably, 
w^^^  true  Submiffion  to  that  Authority,  w^^^  now  is 
fett  over  them. 

You  are  to  caule  fome  of  y^  Principall  Sachems 
to  repaire  (as  fpeedily  as  they  can)  to  mee,  that  foe 
they  may  pay  their  Homage  to  his  Ma^'^,  and  ac- 
knowledge his  Royall  PI^  to  bee  their  only  Lord 
Proprietor 

You  are  to  encourage  and  fett  to  worke  y^  Sewan 
making,  I  to  whom  you  may  give  full  Alfurance,  they 
fliall  receive  fufficient  Recompence  for  their  Labour. 
And  that  that  Trade  may  only  be  drove  between 
them  and  this  place,  you  are  not  to  pcrmitt  any 
Shells  to  bee  exported  to  fforrainers,  unless  they  pay 
a  confiderable  Cuftome  for  them. 

You  are  not  to  faile  to  give  mee  a  fpeedy  Adver- 
tizement  of  all  yo^  Tranfadlions  as  may  bee,  and  by 
all  meanes  lett  mee  have  from  you,  how  Affayres 
conftantly  ftand. 

You  are  to  fee  y^  Collection  of  his  Ma^i"  Cuf- 
tomes,  and  all  ffines  bee  duely  obferved,  and  you 
are  to  Affift  upon  all  Occafions  y^  Colledto'"  of 
Cuftomes  in  y^  Execucon  of  his  Office,  and  tranf- 
mitt  them  to  mee  here. 


^  Scwan  or  Wampum  confifting  of  cylindrical  Beads  wrought  from 
Shells,  was  ufcd  as  a  Currency  in  the  C(jIony  at  the  Time  referred  to. 
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You  are  to  caufe  all  fuch  as  fliall  bee  Elected  to  any 
Publick  Office  of  Truft  to  take  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance to  his  Ma^ic  at  the  Entrance  into  their  Office. 

You  are  not  to  fuffisr  any  of  yo^"  Indyans  to  enter 
into  a  Confederacy  of  Warre  w^^^  any  other  forraine 
Indyans,  without  advertizing  mee  firft  w^^^  it,  and 
procuring  my  Permiffion  for  it, 

Lette^  fro7n  y^'  Governo'^  to  Go'Ve7^7io^  of 
New  Plymouth  oh  y^  heJialfe  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Mayhew. 

[Deeds  iii,  74,  Secretary's  Oflicc.] 

Sr  :  Mr.  Thomas  ]\Iayhew  of  ^[arthi  s  Vhicyard 
haveing  been  here  w^^^  mee  to  pay  his  Acknow- 
ledo^m^s  and  to  take  out  Patents  of  Conlirmacon 
for  y^  Lands  hee  Enjoy es  at  Mart'uL  s  Y'uicyard  and 
Parts  adjacent  w^Jun  thefe  his  R:  Territory  es  ; 
At  his  Inftance  and  Requell:,  I  doe  Recomend  it 
you,  that  you'l  pleafe  to  Graunt  him  ibme  Enlargm^ 
of  Recompence  for  his  Trouble  and  Paines  amongft 
y^'  Indyans,  foe  farr  as  conveniently  it  may  bee  done, 
for  his  Encouragem^  in  his  Ancient  Dayes ;  Hee 
together  w^'^  his  deceafed  Sonn  haveing  been  In- 
ftrumen^s  of  doeing  much  Good  by  their  Inftruc- 
tions  in  bringing  diverfe  of  them  to  y^^  Knowledge 
of  yc  Chriftian  Religion  ;  w^"^^  is  worthy  of  great 
Commendacon ;  what  Civility  you  lhall  doe  him 
herein  fliall  bee  kindly  acknowledged  by 

Sr.  Yo^'  affectionate  humble  Servant, 

Fran  :  Louklace, 
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General  Laws^  inade  at  the  firjl  Ge7ierall 
Coicrt^  holde7t  at  Edgartowne,  up07i  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  the  i^th  of  Jtme^  1672. 

[Deeds  i,  78,  Secretary's  Oilice.] 

Ordered  by  this  Court,  That  the  Gen^'^  Court 
fliall  Annually  beginn,  either  upon  the  firft  Tuelday 
in  June,  or  upon  the  firft  convenient  Opportunity 
in  refped:  of  Weather. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prefident  fhall  be  allowed  for 
each  Dayes  Lofle  in  attending  this  Court  fix  Shillings 
per  day;  and  each  Magifi:rate  four  Shillings :  which 
Charge  fliall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treafury, 
and  at  the  Quarter  Court  of  each  Ifiand,  the  Preli- 
dent  fliall  bee  allowed  three  Shillings  per  day,  and 
each  AlTifliant  two  Shillings  and  fix  pence  per  day. 

Ordered,  That  each  Ifiand  fliall  hold  and  keep 
foure  Courts  a  Yeare  at  Martha  s  Vineyard^  the  lafi: 
Tuefday  of  March,  the  lafi:  Tuefday  of  June,  the 
laft  Tuefday  of  September,  and  the  lafi  Tuefday  in 
December :  And  at  Nantiickett  the  lafi  Tuefday  in 
Ffebruary,  the  laft  Tuefday  in  June,  the  laft  Tueiday 
in  September,  and  the  laft  Tuefday  in  December. 

Ordered  by  this  Court,  That  if  any  Perfon  fliall 
finde  himfelfe  Aggrieved  in  any  Sentence  given  by 
the  Quarter  Court  in  either  Ifiand,  the  Cafe  being 
above  five  Pounds,  hee  fliall  have  Liberty  to  appeal e 
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to  the  next  Geii^'^  Court,  which  if  it  fhall  happen 
to  bee  lield  at  the  fame  Ifland,  where  Judgment 
was  before  given,  the  Perfon  appeaUng  fliall  if  hee 
fee  Caufe  have  fix  Jurors  from  the  other  I  Hand,  and 
the  Party  caft  fhall  in  fuch  Cafe  pay  to  fuch  Jurors 
two  Shillings  fix  pence  per  day,  for  every  Day  fuch 
Jurors  loofe  in  attending  Court  by  their  jMeanes. 
Or  if  hee  fee  not  Caufe  to  bee  at  that  Charge,  he 
may  enter  his  Appeale  unto  the  next  Generall  Court 
to  bee  holden  at  the  other  Ifiand,  where  he  fhall 
have  Liberty  of  a  Jury  for  the  Try  all  of  his  Caufe. 

Alwayes  provided,  that  the  Aggrieved  Perfon 
enter  his  Appeale  during  the  Sitting  of  y^  Court 
hee  appealeth  from,  and  in  fuch  Appeale  hee  fliall 
give  in  Bond  for  the  Profecution  of  his  Appeale  to 
efFedl,  when  hee  fliall  bring  noe  other  Evidence  nor 
Plea,  but  the  fame  which  was  given  in,  unto  the 
Court  appealed  from. 

It's  Ordered,  That  any  Perfon  fliall  have  Liberty 
at  Quarter  Courts  to  review  his  Caufe,  provided  hee 
hath  Ibme  new  Matter  or  Evidence,  w^^^  Review 
lhall  bee  at  the  next  Quarter  Court,  unlefle  the 
Court  fliall  fee  Caufe  to  give  him  a  longer  Time. 
And  if  it  appeare  to  the  Court  where  fuch  Review 
is  heard,  that  it  is  only  to  keep  his  Adverfary  from 
his  Right,  hee  fliall  pay  double  Damages. 

Ordered,  That  noe  Man's  Perfon  fliall  be  Arreft- 
ed  or  Imprifoned  for  Debt  or  Ffine,  if  any  compe- 
tent Meanes  of  Satisfaction  can  bee  found  otherwife 
from  his  Eftate,  which  fliall  bee  made  and  apprized 
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as  neare  as  may  bee  to  what  is  contracted,  for  in 
Cafes  of  Contra(5l,  by  Perfons  appointed  thereunto 
by  the  Court :  But  if  no  fuch  Eftate  can  be  found, 
then  his  Perfon  may  be  Arreflied  and  Imprifoned, 
where  hee  fliall  bee  kept  upon  his  own,  not  upon 
the  Plaintifts  Charges,  until  Satisfadlion  be  made, 
unlefle  the  Court  fhall  lee  Caufe  to  the  Contrary. 
Provided  neverthelefle.  That  no  Mans  Perfon  lliall 
bee  kept  in  Prifon  for  Debt,  unleffe  there  bee  an 
Appearance  of  ibme  Eftate  which  hee  will  not  pro- 
duce ;  In  which  Cafe  the  Court  may  adminifter  an 
Oath  to  the  Perfon  indebted,  and  likewii'e  to  any 
Perfon  fufpec^ed  to  have  fuch  Eftate  in  his  Keeping: 
And  in  fuch  Cafe  his  Perfon  ihall  bee  fold  for  Satil- 
fa6lion,  but  neither  out  of  the  Country,  nor  to  any 
other  but  the  Englifli  Nation,  neither  fliall  bee 
Tranfported  out  of  the  Country,  unleife  by  his  own 
Confent. 

Ordered,  That  any  Plaintiff  may  take  out  a 
Summons  or  Attachment  againft  any  Defendant : 
Provided  that  no  Attachment  in  any  Civill  Adfion 
fliall  be  Granted  to  a  Fforeigner  againft  any  fettled 
Inhabitant  unlefle  hee  give  fuflicient  Security,  and 
Caution  to  Profecute  his  A(ftion,  and  to  AnAver  the 
Defendant  fuch  Cofts  and  Charges  as  the  Court 
fliall  award  him. 

Ordered,  That  in  all  Attachm^s  of  Goods  and 
Chattells,  or  of  Lands  and  Hereditaments,  Legall 
Notice  fliall  bee  given  to  the  Party,  or  left  in  ^Vri~ 
ting  at  his  Houfe  or  Place  of  ufuall  Abode  ;  other- 
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wife  the  Suite  fliall  not  proceed.  But  if  hee  bee 
out  of  the  Jurifdid:ion,  the  Cafe  fliall  then  proceed 
to  Tryall,  but  Judgment  fliall  not  enter  untill  the 
next  Court :  And  if  the  Defendant  doe  not  then 
appeare,  Judgment  fliall  bee  entered,  but  Execution 
fliall  not  be  Granted  before  the  Plaintiff  hath  given 
in  fufficient  Security  to  bee  refponfible  to  the  De- 
fendant, if  hee  lhall  reverfe  the  Judgment  within 
one  Yeare,  or  fuch  farther  Time  as  the  Court  lhall 
limitt. 

Ordered,  That  all  Warrants,  Summons,  or  At- 
tachm^s  fliall  be  ferved  fix  Days  before  the  Court. 

Ordered,  That  all  Perfons  fummoned  by  Sub- 
Poena  to  give  Teftimony  in  any  Caufe  fliall  give  in 
their  Evidence  in  Writing ;  And  if  the  Evidence 
bee  in  relation  to  any  Cafe  upon  the  liland  where 
fuch  Perfon  dwelleth,  hee  lhall  then  perfonally 
attend  the  Court  to  give  in  his  Evidence,  but  if  hee 
dwell  upon  any  other  Illand  within  this  Jurifdidlion, 
hee  may  deliver  his  Evidence  before  any  one  Alagif- 
trate,  unlelTe  hee  fliall  bee  required  by  the  Perlbn 
cauiing  him  to  bee  Sup-Penad  to  appeare  Viva 
V^oce :  And  in  fuch  Cafe  the  Perfon  foe  requiring 
lhall  be  at  the  whole  Charge,  which  fliall  bee  two 
fhillings  fix  pence  per  Day.  And  all  others  giving 
Evidence  fliall  have  allowed  them  two  fliillings  per 
Day,  which  fhall  bee  paid  by  the  Perfon  lalli. 

Ordered,  That  all  Evidence  receiv'd  in  Court 
lhall  bee  Recorded,  and  y^'  Ifees  for  Recording  fhall 
bee  fix  pence  per  Tellimony. 
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Ordered,  That  all  Men  dyeing  Inteftate,  their 
Widdowes  fliall  have  one  third  Part  of  all  Land  and 
fFree-hold,  with  all  Priveledges  and  Appurtenances 
thereunto  belonging  during  their  Naturall  Lives, 
which  did  any  wife  belong  to  their  Huftands;  which 
at  their  Death  fhall  Returne  to  y^^  Right  Heyres  : 
And  one  third  Part  ofall  their  moveable  Eftate  forever. 

Ordered,  That  whofoever  fliall  openly  or  willing- 
ly defame  any  Court  of  Juftice,  or  the  Sentences 
or  Proceedings  of  the  fame,  or  any  of  the  Magif- 
trates  or  other  Judges  of  any  Court  in  refpect  of 
any  A(ft  or  Sentence  therein  palled,  and  being  legally 
Convi^led  thereof  {hall  bee  Puniflied  by  Whipping, 
Ffine,  Imprifonment,  Disfranchiiement,  as  the 
quality  and  meafure  of  the  Offence  Hiall  deferve. 

Ordered,  That  if  any  Perfon  fliall  alk  Councell 
or  Advice  of  any  Magiftrate  in  any  Cafe  wherein 
hee  fliall  or  may  bee  P^^  before  fuch  Magiftrate  hee 
fhall  bee  difenabled  to  Profecute  any  fuch  Ad;ion, 
that  hee  hath  foe  Advifed  about  at  the  next  Court 
where  his  Caufe  fliall  come  to  Tryall :  Being  plead- 
ed by  way  of  Barr,  either  by  the  Defend^  or  any 
on  his  Behalfe ;  in  which  Cafe  the  Plaintiff  fliall 
pay  full  Coft  to  the  Defendant.  And  if  the  Defendt 
lhall  afk  Councell  as  aforefaid,  hee  lhall  pay  ten 
Shillings  to  the  Plaintiffe. 

Ordered,  That  if  any  Perfon  fliall  bee  Accufed 
by  any,  either  L:idian  or  any  other  Perfon  what- 
foever,  to  have  fold  or  furnill^ied  any  Indyan  or 
Lidyans  with  Wine,  Liquor,  or  any  Strong  Drink, 
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Beer  only  excepted,  hee  fliall  either  purge  hlmfelfe 
by  Oath,  That  hee  hath  neither  fold,  given,  lent, 
nor  anywayes  dired:ly  or  indiredlly  furnifhed  fuch 
Indian  or  Indyans  with  any  Quantity  or  Quantityes, 
nor  any  Quantity  under  fuch  Quantity  or  Quantityes 
as  hee  is  Accufed  for  :  Or  if  hee  fliall  not  foe  purge 
himfelfe  hee  fliall  pay  for  fuch  Offence  after  the 
Rate  of  five  Shillings  per  Pinte,  for  every  Quantity 
foe  fold  or  difpofed  of.  Alwayes  provided,  That 
any  who  have  been  known  to  make  Scruple  in  Con- 
fcience  of  fwearing  according  to  the  Ufuall  Cuftome, 
may  purge  himfelfe  by  Subfcription. 

Ordered,  That  if  any  Perfon  bee  found  drunken, 
foe  as  to  bee  difenabled  either  in  Speech  or  Gellure, 
fliall  pay  ten  Shillings. 

Ordered,  That  noe  Perfon  fliall  fell  any  Liquor, 
Wine,  Beer,  or  other  Strong  Drink  by  Retayle,  that 
is.  Liquor,  Wine,  Spirits,  or  the  like,  under  one 
Gallon ;  nor  Beere,  Syder,  or  the  like  under  the 
Barrell  or  Quarter  Caik,  unlelTe  hee  have  Licence 
from  the  Quarter  Court,  under  Penalty  of  y^  For- 
feiture of  five  Pounds  for  fuch  Offence.  And  it 
fliall  not  be  lawfull  for  any  Lihabitant  to  tarry  in 
any  fuch  Licenfed  Houfe  above  halfe  an  Houre  at 
one  Time  upon  Penalty  of  paying  five  ShilHngs, 
unlelTe  hee  can  render  fome  fufficient  Reafon  to  the 
Satisfaction  of  fuch  Magiftrate,  or  Court  where  hee 
anfwereth  his  Default. 

Ordered,  That  any  Quarter  Court  fliall  have 
Power  to  Grant  Licenfe  unto  fuch  as  they  fliall 
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think  fitt  to  keep  a  Houfe  of  Publick  Entertain- 
ment to  fell  Liquor,  Wine,  Beer,  or  any  like  Strong 
Drink  by  Retaile  w^^^  fach  Limitations  and  Cuftoms 
as  to  fuch  Court  lhall  feem  meet. 

Ordered,  That  the  Confhable  in  each  Towne 
fliall  have  one  Man  added  to  him,  and  they  two 
lhall  bee  a  Grand  Jury  for  Prefentments,  who  lliall 
faithfully  prefent  to  the  Court  whatfoever  they  know 
to  bee  a  Breach  of  Law :  and  all  fuch  Criminall 
Matters  they  apprehend  prefentable. 

Ordered,  That  all  Weights  and  Meafures  fliall  bee 
of  the  fame  Quantityes  that  the  Weights  and  Mea- 
fures of  Winchefter  in  England  are;  three  ffoot  to  the 
Yard,  twelve  Inches  to  the  Foot,  eight  Cnillons  to 
the  Bufliell,  and  fixteen  Ounces  to  the  Pound,  and 
foe  proportionably  for  greater  or  leii'er  Weights  and 
Meafures.  And  if  any  Perfon  fliall  prefume  to  ufe 
any  other  Weights  or  Meafures,  but  fuch  as  fliall 
bee  fealed,  hee  fliall  pay  for  fuch  Oftence  ten 
fliillings. 

Ordered,  That  noe  Perfon  whatfoever,  not  In- 
habiting within  this  JurifdicTtion  fliall  directly  or 
indiredily  either  by  himfelfe  or  flad:our,  or  any  from, 
or  under  him  trade  or  traflique  w^^^  any  Indyan  or 
Indians  anywhere,  either  in  Harbour,  Creek,  Cove, 
or  on  Shore  within  this  Jurifdiftion  without  Leave 
or  Liberty,  firft  had  and  obtained  from  the  (  Jenerall 
Court,  upon  Penalty  of  paying  for  foe  trading  the 
Value  of  twenty  Shillings,  the  full  Summe  of  fourty 
Pounds.    And  it  is  hereby  Ordered,  That  the  Water 
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Bailiffe  fliall  have  full  Power  and  Authority  to  ftopp 
any  VelTell,  Barque,  Ketch,  or  any  other  like  V ellell, 
according  to  Warrant,  which  hee  flrall  to  that  End 
receive  from  fome  Magiftrate  :  And  if  the  Mailer 
or  Merchant  of  any  fufpedled  Veffell  having  fuch 
Trade  on  Board  as  ufually  is  the  Produce  of  thefe 
Places,  cannot  make  appeare  where  they  had  fuch 
Trade,  hee  or  they  fliall  bee  accounted  guilty  of  the 
Breach  of  this  Law. 

Ordered  by  the  Court,  That  each  Ifland  fliall 
choofe  a  Treafurer,  who  fliall  receive  and  diihurfe 
according  to  Order  from  the  Court ;  who  fliall  bee 
fatisfied  for  fuch  Trouble  by  twelve  Pence  in  the 
Pound,  and  fliall  be  freed  from  Towne  and  Coun- 
trey  Rates. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  fliall  have  allowed 
him  three  Pounds  per  Annum,  befides  his  other 
ffees. 

Ordered,  That  each  Juror  flrall  be  allowed  fix 
Pence  per  Affion  for  every  Adlion  that  fliall  be 
entered ;  and  every  Plaintiff  fliall  pay  for  entering 
his  Adlion,  five  Shillings,  which  fliall  goe  into  the 
Publique  Treafury.  And  all  Charge  of  Court  fliall 
bee  paid  in  Money,  Corne  or  ffeatliers. 

Ordered,  That  every  Confl:able  fliall  have  for  his 
Serving  of  a  Warrant  or  Summons  for  an  Attach- 
ment twelve  Pence,  for  an  Execution  two  Pence ; 
And  if  it  bee  in  the  Liberty  of  any  Confliable  in 
Executions  to  add  all  necelfary  Charges  thereto. 
And  if  any  Perfon  fliall  Refufe  to  Aflifl:  a  Conftable 
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in  the  Execution  of  his  Office  upon  his  Command, 
he  fhall  Forfeit  fourty  Shillings,  And  it  is  Ordered, 
That  noe  Man  by  an  Execution  upon  Judgment 
fliall  be  deprived  of  anything  which  moft  nearly 
concerns  his  Livelyhood,  as  Working  Cattle,  Work- 
ing Tools,  Bedd,  or  Bedding,  Provifion,  neceflary 
Houfehold  Stuft'e,  and  the  like,  where  any  other 
Satisfad:ion  can  be  found. 

Ordered,  That  if  any  Perfon  fhall  ftrike  a  Con- 
ftable  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office,  hee  fliall  pay 
foure  Pounds  or  more,  as  the  Circumftances  of  the 
Cafe  lhall  appeare :  which  Payment  fliall  be  as  a 
ffine  to  y^  Countrey,  which  notwithftanding  ffiall 
not  abridge  fuch  Conflable  of  Action  againft  fuch 
Perfon.  And  any  one  who  lliall  affront  another  in 
y^  Prefence  of  the  Court,  hee  fliall  be  feverely 
puniffied,or  fined  according  to  theMeritt  and  Nature 
of  the  Offence,  by  the  Court  where  fuch  Offence 
is  done. 

All  Wills  fliall  be  proved  at  the  next  Quarter 
Court  after  the  Partyes  Deceafe. 

Hee  that  ffiall  fweare  or  curfe,  not  being  legally 
called  thereunto,  lhall  pay  ten  Shillings. 

Ordered,  That  any  Indyan  fliall  have  Liberty  in 
any  Cafe  to  appeale  from  fuch  Courts  as  they  fliall 
hold  amongfh  themfelves  to  the  Quarter  Court,  and 
from  any  Quarter  Court  to  the  Generall  Court, 
according  to  Law. 

Ordered,  That  in  all  Actional  and  Criminall 
Matters  and  Cafes  which  fall  not  under  the  Head 
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of  fome  of  thefe  Laws  already  made,  Hiall  be  Tryed, 
and  Judgment  or  Sentence  given  according  to  the 
Laws  of  England. 

This  is  a  True  Copie  given  by  mee  this  28th  of 
June,  1672. 

Matthew  Mayhew,  Seer, 

Recorded  Novcm :  the  9th,  1674. 

Nantuckett  Affayrcs. 

[Deeds  iii,  85,  Secretary's  Oflicc,] 

Additionall  Injlru6!ions  and  Direffions  for  the  Government  of  the 
IJland  Nantuckett,  Jcnt  by  Mr.  Richard  and  Capt.  J  no.  Gard- 
ner, April!  y*'  i8th,  i673» 

Imprimis,  That  in  regard  yc  Towne  upon  y^ 
Ifland  of  Naiituckett  is  not  known  by  any  peculiar 
or  particular  Name.  It  fliall  from  henceforth  bee 
called  and  diftinguifhed  in  all  Deeds,  Records  and 
Writings  by  the  Name  of  the  Town  of  SJicrhonic 
upon  the  Ifland  Nantuckett. 

That  all  Ancient  and  Obfolete  Deeds,  Grants, 
Writings,  or  Conveyances  of  Lands  upon  the  faid 
Ifland,  lhall  bee  efteemed  of  noe  fforce  or  Validity, 
but  the  Records  of  everyones  Clayme  or  Interefl 
fliall  beare  Date  from  the  firft  Divulging  of  the 
Patent  granted  to  the  Inhabitants  by  Authority  of 
his  Royall  Highnelle,  and  foe  forward,  but  not 
before  the  Date  thereof. 

That  the  Time  of  Elediion  of  the  Chiefe  Magif- 
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trate,  and  other  Civill  Ofiicers,  bee  and  continue 
according  to  the  Directions  and  InflriK^lions  ahxady 
given,  but  in  regard  of  the  Diftance  of  the  Place, 
and  uncertainty  of  Conveyance  betwixt  that  and 
this  Place,  y^  Chiefe  Magiftrate,  and  all  the  Civill 
Officers  flvall  continue  in  their  Employm^s  untill  the 
Returne  of  the  Governors  Choice  and  Approbacon 
of  a  new  Magiftrate  bee  fent  unto  them,  which  is 
to  bee  with  the  firft  convenient  Opportunity. 

That  in  cafe  of  Mortality,  if  it  lhall  pleafe  God, 
the  Chiefe  Magiftrate  fliall  dye  before  y^  Expiration 
of  his  Employment,  the  Afliftants  for  the  Time 
being  fliall  manage  and  carry  on  y^  Affayres  of  the 
Public  untill  the  Time  of  the  new  Election,  and 
yc  Governors  Returne  and  Approbation  of  a  new 
Magiftrate  in  his  Stead. 

That  the  Chiefe  Military  Officer  fliall  continue 
in  his  Employm^  during  the  Governors  Pleafurc, 
and  that  he  have  Power  to  appoint  fuch  Perfons 
for  inferior  Officers  as  he  fliall  iudi/e  moft  fitt  and 
capable. 

That  in  Cafe  of  the  Death  of  the  Chiefe  Military 
Officer  during  the  Time  of  his  Employment,  that 
then  the  Inhabitants  doe  forthwith  make  Choice  of 
two  Perfons,  and  returne  their  Names  unto  the 
Governour,  who  will  appoint  one  of  them  to  bee 
the  Officer  in  his  Stead. 

That  in  regard  to  y^  Generall  Co^^  to  bee  lield 
in  yc  Ifland  Nantiickett  or  Mart'uL  s  Vineyard  is  but 
once  in  y^'  Yeare,  where  all  Causes  or  Adions  are 
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tryable  without  Apeale  to  Sume  of  fifty  Pounds. 
Liberty  bee  granted  to  try  all  Actions  of  Debt  or 
Trefpass  at  their  ordinary  Courts  to  the  value  of  ten 
Pounds  without  Appeale,  unlefs  upon  Occafion  of 
Error  in  y^  Proceeding  there  bee  Caufe  of  Com- 
plaint from  ordinary  Court  unto  the  Generall 
Court,  or  from  the  Geu'^^i  Court  to  the  Court  of 
AfTizes. 

That  what  is  granted  in  the  Generall  Patent  to 
the  Inhabitants,  firee-holders,  of  the  Illand  N'a/i- 
tiickett  is  to  bee  underftood,  unto  them  alone  wbo 
live  upon  the  Place  and  make  Improvem^  thereof, 
or  fuch  others  who  having  Pretences  of  Intereil 
Hiall  come  to  Inhabitt  there. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Fort  James,  in  New 
York  the  Day  and  Yeare  afore  written  ;  and  in 
yc  25  th  Yeare  of  his  Ma^i^'s  Reigne. 


Lice7ice  to  Ptcrchafe  :  Graiited  imto  Mr. 
Richard  aitd  CapK  Jno,  Gardner  of 
Nantuckett. 

[Deeds  iii,  ^7,  Secretary's  Ofiice.] 

Whereas  Mr.  Richard  Gardner  and  Capt.  Jno. 
Gardner,  his  Brother,  having  Declared  unto  mee 
their  Intent  of  undertakino-  the  Defio^ne  of  a  fiifliine 
Trade  upon  the  Ifland  of  Nantuckett  and  Parts  ad- 
jacent, if  they  may  have  Licence  to  buy  and  make 
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Purchafe  of  fome  Land  by  the  Sea  Side  or  elfe-where 
of  the  Indyan  Natives  Proprietors  for  their  Accomo- 
dation; for  an  Encouragement  unto  them  the  faid 
Mr.  Richard  and  Capt.  John  Gardner  in  their 
undertakings  of  the  Defigne  aforefaid ;  I  have 
thought  fitt  to  give  and  grant,  and  by  thefe  Prefents 
doe  hereby  Give  and  Grant,  Liberty  and  Lycence 
unto  the  fald  Mr.  Richard  and  Capt.  John  Gardner 
and  their  AlTociates  to  Buy  and  make  Purchafe  of 
fome  convenient  Quantity  or  Trad:  of  Land  for  the 
Ufe  aforefaid,  or  for  Improvement  thereof  of  the  faid 
Lidyan  Proprietors,  not  yet  made  Purchafe  of  by 
the  Reft  of  the  Inhabitants,  for  the  which  when 
Returne  fliall  bee  made  of  the  Quantity  thereof, 
together  with  its  Buttings  and  Boundings,  the  faid 
Mr.  Richard  and  Capt.  John  Gardner,  and  their 
AfTociates  may  have  a  Patent  of  Confirmation  by 
Authority  of  his  Royall  Highnefs  under  the  Scale 
of  the  Province. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Scale  at  Fort  James 
in  New  Yorke  this  15th  Day  of  Aprill  in  the 
25th  Yeare  of  his  Ma^^^^s  Reigne,  Annoq 
Domini,  1673. 

Fran  :  Lovelace. 
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CommiJJto7t  for  Mr,  Ric^.  Gardner  to  bee 
Chiefe  Magiftrate  of  Nantuckett  a?icl 

TUCKANUCKETT. 

[Deeds  iii,  87,  Sec.  OfHcc.] 

Francis  Lovelace,  Efq^,  one  of  the  Gentlemen 
of  his  Ma^i"  Hon^^*^  Privy  Chamber,  and  Governo'' 
Gen''^^^  under  his  Roy^^  Highnefs,  James  Duke  of 
Yorke  and  Albany,  &;c  ;  of  all  his  Territoryes  in 
America ;  To  Mr.  Richard  Gardner  of  Naiitiickctt 
fendeth  Greeting. 

Whereas  according  to  the  Diredlions  and  Inftruc- 
tions  by  mee  given  on  the  Behalfe  of  his  Royall 
Highnefs  for  the  Government  of  the  Iflands  of 
Nantuckett  and  Tuckanucketty  the  Inhabitants  thereof 
at  the  Time  appointed  have  chofen  two  Perfons, 
whofe  Names  they  have  returned  hither,  for  my 
Choice  and  Approbation  of  oneof  themto  bee  Chiefe 
Magiil:rate  of  the  faid  Iflands,  and  having  conceived 
a  good  Opinion  of  the  Fittness  and  Capacity  of  Mr. 
Richard  Gardner  (who  is  one  of  the  two  returned) 
to  Manage  Affayres  there  with  the  Aid  and  Good 
Advice  of  the  AlTiftants  to  bee  chofen  amongft 
themfelves,  I  have  thought  fitt  to  Nominate,  Con- 
ftitute,  and  Appoint,  and  by  thefe  Prefents  doe 
hereby  Nominate,  Conftitute,  and  Appoint  Mr. 
Richard  Gardner  aforenamed  to  be  Chiefe  Magif- 
trate of  the  faid  Iflands  of  Naiitiickctt  and  [Dicka- 
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jiiickett :  In  the  Management  of  which  Employ- 
ment, hee  is  to  ufe  his  beft  Skill  and  Endeavour  to 
Preferve  his  Ma^i^^  Peace  and  to  keep  the  Inhabit- 
ants in  Good  Order.  And  all  Perfons  are  hereby 
required  to  give  the  faid  Mr,  Richard  Gardner  fuch 
Refpedt  and  Obedience  as  belongs  to  a  Perfon  in- 
verted by  Commiffion  and  Authority  of  his  Royall 
Highnels  in  the  Place  and  Employment  of  a  Chiefe 
Magiftrate  in  the  Iflands  aforefaid.  And  hee  the 
faid  Mr.  Richard  Gardner  is  duly  to  obferve  the 
Orders  and  Inftrud:ions  which  are  already  given 
forth  for  the  well  Governing  of  the  Place,  or  fuch 
others  as  from  Time  to  Time  lhall  hereafter  bee 
given  by  mee,  his  Royall  Highnefs  Governo'*.  And 
for  whatfoever  the  faid  Mr.  Richard  Gardner  fliall 
Lawfully  A61  or  doe  in  Profecution  of  the  Premifes. 
This  my  Commiffion  (which  is  to  continue  and  bee 
in  Force  untill  the  next  Ele6tion,  and  my  Returne 
of.  Approbacon  of  a  new  one  in  his  Place)  lhall  bee 
his  fufficient  Warrant  and  Difcharge. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  and  Sealed  with  the  Scale 
of  the  Province  at  Fort  James  in  New  Yorke 
this  15th  Day  of  Aprill  in  the  25th  Yeare  of 
his  Ma^i"  Reigne,  Annoq  Domini  1673. 

Fran  ;  Lovelace, 
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Co7nmijffion  for  CapK  John  Gardner  of  the 
If  and  of  Nantuckett,  to  bee  Capt.  of 
the  Foot  Co7npany  there. 

[Deeds  iii,  88,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Francis  Lovelace,  Efq'".,  &c :  Governor  Geii'^^^ 
under  his  Roy  all       James  Duke  of  Yorke  and 
Albany,  &;c;  of  all  his  Territory es  in  America  ; 
To  Capt.  John  Gardner  ofy^  Ifland  Nantuckett. 
Whereas,  You  are  one  of  the  two  Perfons  re- 
turned unto  mee  by  the  Inhab^s  of  your  Ifland,  to 
bee  the  Chiefe  Military  Officer  there,  having  con- 
ceived a  Good  Opinion  of  your  tHttnefs  and  Capa- 
city ;  By  Vertue  of  the  Commiffion  and  Authority 
unto  mee  given  by  his  Royall  Highneffe,  James 
Duke  of  Yorke  and  Albany,  I  have  Conftituted  and 
Appointed,  and  by  thefe  Prefents  doe  hereby  Con- 
ftitute  and  Appoint  you  John  Gardner  to  bee  Cap- 
taine  and  Chiefe  Military  Officer  of  the  ffiDot 
Company  rifen  or  to  bee  rifen  within  the  Iflands  of 
Nantuckett  and  Tuckamickctt;  you  are  to  take  the 
faid  Company  into  your  Charge  and  Care  as  Cap- 
taine  thereof,  and  them  duely  to  Exercize  in  Armes  : 
and  all  Officers  and  Souldyers  belonging  to  the  faid 
Company  are  to  Obey  you  as  their  Captaine.  And 
you  are  to  follow  fuch  Orders  and  Inftru6lions,  as 
you  ffiall  from  Time  to  Time  Receive  from  mee  or 
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Other  your  Superiour  Officers  according  to  the 
difcipHne  of  Warr ;  for  the  Doeing  whereof  this 
ftall  bee  your  Commiffion. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seale  at  Fort  James 
in  Nev/  Yorke  this  15th  Day  of  Aprill  in  the 
25th  Yeare  of  his  Ma^^^s  Reigne,  Annoq^^ 
Domini,  1673. 

Fran  :  Lovelace. 

A  Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  Lihahit^^ 
of  Nantuckett. 

[Deeds  iii,  89,  Secretary's  Office.] 

New  Yorke,  Apr.  y^'  24th,  1673. 
Gent  : — By  the  Governoi"^  Ord^'  I  am  to  acquaint 
you.  That  hee  Received  your  Letter  (bearing  Date 
the  3d  Day  of  Aprill)  about  three  Weeks  fince,  by  the 
Hands  of  Mr.  Richard  Gardner,  together  with  eight 
Barrells  of  ffifli  for  two  Yeares,  Acknowledgement, 
and  a  Token  of  fifty  weight  of  ffeathers,  for  which 
your  Care  of  the  Former,  and  Kindnefs  in  the 
Latter  hee  Returns  you  Thanks  ;  There  came  to  the 
Governor"  in  the  Winter  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Trilfram 
Coffin  about  your  Eledlion,  but  no  other  from  you; 
in  anfwer  to  which  you  had  heard  from  him  fooner, 
but  the  Difficulty  of  Conveyance  hindered.  You 
will  now  underftand  the  Governors  Choice,  by  the 
Bearers  hereof,  Mr.  Richard  and  Capt.  John  Ciard- 
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ner ;  That  is,  Mr.  Richard  Gardner  for  Chiefe 
Magiftrate  this  Ycare,  and  Capt.  John  Gardner  for 
Chiefe  MiUtary  Officer,  for  which  they  have  Com- 
miffions.    They  have  alfo  with  them  fome  Ad- 
ditional Inftrud:ions  and  Dired;ions  to  communicate 
to  you  ;  moft  of  which  were  Propofed  by  thofe  two 
ffriends  you  fent,  who  have  prudently  Managed 
the  Truft  you  Repofed  in  them.    They  have  aUb 
with  them  a  Booke  of  the  Lawes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  three  Conftables  Staves ;  As  to  your 
Non-performance  of  the  Acknowledgement  accord- 
ing to  Strictnefs  of  Time,  his  Hono^'  being  fenfible 
that  OpportunitsTS  doe  not  vQry  frequently  prefent 
between  thefe  Places,  hee  is  \cry  well  Satistyed  with 
your  Civill  Excufe.    If  at  any  Time  you  have  other 
Propofalls  to  make,  for  the  Good  of  yo^  Inhabitants, 
you  may  reft  affiired  of  his  Honors  ready  Comply- 
ance  therein.    This  is  all  I  have  in  Charge  to  De- 
liver unto  you  from  the  Governour,  foe  take  Leave 
and  Subfcribe 

Gent :  Yo^  very  humble  Servant, 


Matthias  Nicolls. 
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M^,  Tristram  Coffin,  &^  M^.  Matthew 
Mayhew,  a  Petition  to  the  Gover?io^  fro7?i 
Nantuckett. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxiv,  Sec.  Office.] 

To  the  Honourable  Major  Edward  Andros, 
Governor  of  his  Roy  all  Highnels  Territories  in 
America. 

May  it  Pleas  your  Honour  to  underftand  that 
diverfe  Gentlemen  having  heretofor  Obtained 
Liberty  from  Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew  and  Thomas 
Mayhew  his  Sonne,  by  Vertue  of  a  Right  they  had 
of  the  Right  Honourable  William  Earle  of  Sterling, 
to  Plant,  Settle  and  Inhabit  uppon  the  Ille  of  Na?i- 
tiicketty  they  Profecuted  the  fame  to  a  good  Effecfl 
and  made  Lawfull  Purchafe  of  the  Indians  then 
inhabiting  there ;  under  which  Confhitution  they 
the  faid  firft  Purchafers  Continued  and  Admitted 
of  divers  other  Inhabitants,  allotting  them  fuch 
Lands  as  their  Quallitie,  and  Way  of  Living  might 
Require;  to  fome  more,  to  fome  lefs ;  with  diverfe 
Injundtions  as  to  yo'"  Honour  fliall  Appeare ;  and 
have  lince  Obtained  a  Confirmation  thereof  by 
Charter,  from  Collonell  Lovelace,  late  Govournour 
under  his  Roy  all  Plighnefs,  the  Duke  of  York, 
which  faid  Charter  or  Pattent,  being  compofed  in 
Gcnerall  Termes  ;  the  faid  firft  Purchasers,  and  not 
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without  Caufe,  have  feared  a  Difturbance  in  their 
Quiet  and  Peaceable  Injoment  of  their  faid  Intereft; 
by  thofe  they  had  formerly  admitted  in  among  them, 
the  Caufe  whereof  arifeth  from  their  Mifconceiving 
(as  the  firft  Purchafers  humbly  conceive)  of  the 
Pattent  or  Charter :  fuppofmg  the  faid  Charter  to 
intend  to  have  proportioned  each  Perfon  their  in- 
habiting, alike  and  equall  Intereft  with  the  firft 
Purchafers ;  the  faid  Purchafers  conceiving  the 
Intent  thereof  only  to  be  the  Settling  and  Confirm- 
ing of  each  Perfon  in  that  Right  and  Intereft  he 
before  had  in  his  juft  Tenure  and  Occupation;  of 
which  your  Petitionershumbly  intreatyour  Honours 
Refolutions  ;  as  likewife  whether  any  Perfon  having 
Land  there,  may  not  Inhabit  and  be  faid  fo  to  doe, 
by  his  Subftitute:  your  Honours  Refolve  hereof  fliall 
be  a  Guide  to  fuch  as  might  Indeavour  to  abridge 
the  juft  Purchafers  of  their  Intereft,  to  inlarge  their 
own ;  we  ftiall  not  further  inlarge  but  in  Behaulf 
as  well  of  the  faid  firft  Purchafers  as  others  there 
Inhabiting,  declare  to  your  Honour  the  perfect  State 
thereof  and  therefore  conclude  fubfcribing  ourfelves. 
Honored  Sr.  Your  Honours  humble  Servants, 
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[A  Fragment,  N.  Y.  Colonial  MSS.  xxiv.  Sec.  Office.] 

^  -^^  ^:  ^ 

.  .  .whether,  or  Lands,  be  not  in  the 

proper  Power  of  the  Purchafers ;  and  fuch  others, 
as  they  have  admitted  as  their  Affociates  : 

Whetlier  the  Purchafers  and  Affoclates  have  not, 
by  Vertue  of  their  Pattent,  Liberty,  and  Power,  to 
ErcS:  a  Court  or  Meeting,  as  a  Mannour  Court  ; 
that  fuch  other  Landes,  conditionally  or  otherwife 
Graunted  then  in  a  Way  of  Alfociatelliip,  be  accord- 
ingly Held,  and  Injoyed  : 

Whether  a  Man  may  not  Inhabit,  and  be  pro- 
perly faid  fo  to  doe  by  his  Subllitute. 

Tristram  Coffyn, 
Matthew  Mayhew. 

Novcmb.  7th,  1674. 

A/2  Order  for  the  Settlmg  of  Martin's 
Vineyard. 

[Warranis,  Ordcrb,  Pafles,  iii,  19,  Secretary's  OlHce.] 

Edmund  Andros,  Efq'\,  &c. 
Having  Received  this  Place  and  Governm^  in  the 
Behalfe  of  his  Ma^'^^  from  the  Dutch;'  By  Vertue 
of  his  Ma^'^'2  Letters  Patents,  and  Authority  derived 
unto  mee,  vnder  his  Royall  Highnelfe  upon  Applica- 

^  New  York  having  been  feized  by  the  Duich  in  July  1673,  was  lui- 
rendered  again  to  the  Englifli,,  Ot\.  31,  1674,  by  Viruie  ot  ilie  I'leaiy 
of  Wellminller. 


tion  made  by  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Iflands 
Martin  s  Vineyard  and  Nantiickctt^  intimating  fome 
Diforders  to  have  hapned  there,  fince  the  Arrivall 
of  the  Dutch  in  thefe  Parts,  in  July  1673  :  ffor  the 
SettUng  of  Affaires  there  and  Preventing  of  future 
Contefts  that  may  arife  amongft  them,  in  that  Part 
of  this  Governm^,  I  have  (by  and  with  the  Advice 
of  my  Councell),  thought  fit  to  Order  as  followeth, 
(vizt.) 

1.  Imprimis,  That  the  Governm^  and  Magiftracy 
in  yc  Iflands  Martin  s  Vineyard  and  Nantiicketty  fliall 
bee  Settled  and  Confirmed,  in  the  lame  Manner, 
and  in  the  fame  P'fons  that  were  legally  inverted 
therein,  at  the  Time  of  the  Dutch  coming  into 
thefe  Parts,  in  July  1673,  or  have  fince  been  legally 
Elected,  by  Vertue  of  his  Royall  Highnefie 
Authority. 

2.  That  by  Reafon  of  the  firfi:  Right  Mr.  Thomas 
Mayhew,  Senior,  hath  had  to  the  Ifland  Nafituckett, 
as  well  as  Martin  s  Vineyard,  It  is  Ordered,  during 
his  Time,  that  hee  fliall  Prefide  at  the  Geu'^^i  Courts 
to  bee  held  in  either  of  the  Iflands,  v/hich  arc  to 
bee  held  in  like  Manner  as  was  Eftabliiht  by  Gover- 
nor Lovelace,  the  Orders  whereof,  as  well  as  the 
Times  of  Eledlion  of  their  Magifl:rates  and  other 
Oflicers,  are  to  bee  obferved  as  then  prefcribed. 

3.  That  all  peculiar  By  Lawes,  legally  made  at 
their  Gen^^l  Court,  bee  Returned  to  mee,  as  foone 
as  conveniently  may  bee,  that  they  may  Receive  a 
Confirmation, and  in  the  meancTimeto  bee  in  Force. 
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4.  That  the  Rights,  Propertyes  and  Priviledges 
of  the  firft  Purchalers  or  Proprietors  their  AlTo- 
ciates,  bee  preferved  unto  them :  And  that  all 
Graunts,  Conceffions  of  Lands,  Priviledges,  or  what 
elfe  hath  been  fince  made  by  them  to  any  others, 
bee  likewife  punctually  obferved  and  made  good. 

As  to  that  Claufe  in  the  Addiconal  Inftrudions 
and  Directions  for  the  Governm^  of  the  Ifland 
Naiitiicketty  fent  by  Mr.  Richard  and  Capt.  John 
Gardner,  wherein  it  is  faid  (vizt.)  That  all  auncient 
and  Obfolete  Deeds,  &c.,  fliall  bee  efteemed  of  no 
Force  or  Validity,  but  y^  Records  of  every  ones 
Claime  or  Interefl,  fliall  bear  Date  from  the  firfb 
Divulging  of  the  Patent,  &c. :  It  is  to  bee  under- 
flood.  That  all  that  were  at  that  Time  legally 
pofTeft  of  any  Land,  Houfes,  &:c.,  in  that  Ifland, 
were  Confirmed  in  their  faid  PolTeflion  by  their 
Patent,  but  obliged  to  Record  their  faid  Titles,  to 
avoid  all  future  Litigious  Suites  upon  acco^  of  their 
Uncertainty,  the  which  (if  not  yet  done)  the  Chiefe 
Magiftrates  are  hereby  required  to  enjoy ne  the  fame 
according  to  y^  Cufl:ome  of  a  Manner, ^  as  is  granted 
them  in  their  Patent. 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  Yorke,  the  7^^^ 
Day  of  November,  in  y^  26^^  Yeare  of  his 
Mamies  Reigne,  Annoq  Dm",  1674. 

E.  Andros. 

To  the  Governo''  and  Affociates  at  Martin  s  Vineyard 
and  Nantuckctt, 

^  Manor. 
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A  Co7nmiffton  to  call  Offe?iders  to  Accotmt^ 
in  Martin's  Vineyard,  ^c, 

[Warrants,  Orders,  PafTcs,  iii,  21,  Secretary's  Office.] 

Edmimd  Andros  Efqr.  &c.: 

Whereas,  I  have  been  given  to  underftand,  that 
feverall  Diforders  have  hapned  in  the  Iflands  Martins 
Vineyard  and  Na?2tiickctt,  (or  one  of  them)  lince  the 
Time  of  the  Dutch  coming  into  thefe  Parts  in  July 
1673,  I  have  with  the  Advice  of  my  Councell, 
thought  fit  to  Order  and  Appoint,  that  the  Governor 
or  Governo"  and  Afliftants  of  both  the  Iflands 
aforementioned,  bee  hereby  Authorized  and  Em- 
powred,  to  call  to  Account  and  Punifli  according  to 
Law,  all  fuch  Perfons  as  have  been  Ringleaders  or 
Capitall  Offenders  and  Tranfgreflb's  againft  the  Ef- 
tablifh^  Government  under  his  Royall  HighnefTe, 
the  Crime  not  extending  to  Life,  Limbe  or  Banifli- 
ment :  But  in  Cafes  of  luch  High  Crimes,  which 
may  Deferve  thofe  Punifliments,  to  Secure  the 
Offenders,  and  fend  them  hither  Prifoners  by  the 
firfl  Convenience. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Scale  in  New  Yorke 
the  7th  Day  of  November,  in  the  26th  Yeare 
of  his  Ma^i^'s  Reigne,  Annoq  Domini,  1674. 

E.  Andros. 
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(Endorfed)  ^^Peticon  from  M?\  Matthew 
Mayhew  a?2d  Mr.  Tho:  Daggeti  to  the 
Governor  ^  Nov,  14,  1674." 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxiv.  Sec.  Office.] 

To  his  Hon^'  Major  Edmund  Andros,  Gos^ernor 
of  his  Royall  Highnefs  Territories  in  America. 

May  it  pleas  your  Honour  to  underftand,  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew,  of  Martha  s  Vhieyard,  hav- 
ing received  Commiflion  from  Collonell  Ffrances 
Lovelace,  late  Governor  under  his  Royall  Highnefs, 
of  his  Territories  in  America;  to  Govourn  and 
hould  the  faid  Ifle  of  Martha  s  Vineyard,  for  his 
Royall  Highnefs,  accordingly  continued  in  the  quiet 

and  peaceable  Management  untill  the 

unhappie  Time  of  the  Enimeis  Pofl'efhon  of  this 
Cittie  ;  the  Newes  whereof  no  fooner  arrived  there, 
but  fundrie  the  Inhabitants  aflirming  that  Ifle  to  be 
vertually  taken  and  be  under  the  Govourment  of 
the  Dutch,  difobaied  the  Govourment  there  Efta- 
bliflied  under  his  Royall  Highnefs;  the  Govournour 
giving  them  to  underftand  his  Refolution  to  hould 
and  defend  the  Place  untill  it  fliould  be  forceably 
taken  out  of  his  Hands ;  fome  more  Principal! 
putting  the  Matter  forward,  about  half  the  People 
in  a  mutinous  M;inner  rofe,  with  many  contume- 
lious Words  and  Threats  againft  the  faid  Govourn- 

^  T^aggctt  was  a  Son-in-law  of  Thomas  Mayhew. 
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our,  daring  him  in  the  Profecution  of  his  Royall 
Highnefs  his  Gouvernment ;  and  fome  Time  after 
fent  Meffengers  to  Bofton,  to  transfer  the  Govour- 
ment  of  the  Place  thither  ;  of  which  they  hkewife 
giving  the  Gouvournor  Notice,  he  informed  the 
Govournour  of  Bofton,  that  he  held  the  Ifland  for 
his  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Yorke  ;  which  preventing 
their  Intention,  they  proceeded  to  eredl  a  Govour- 
ment  in  oppofition  to  his  Royall  Highnefs  Govour- 
ment,  affirming  to  the  Govournour  that  the  longeft 

Sword  bear  Rule,  tearing  of  Warrants,  abuf- 

ing  Officers,  difdaining.  .  .  .  much  as  at  any  inti- 

matio  Right,  Title  of  Intereft  from  his 

Royall  Highnefs,  and  have  ever  lince  managed  their 
 with  fuch  an  high  Hand,  as  to  live  accord- 
ing to  their  Profeffion,  by  the  Sword.  .  .  .Rage,.  . 
their  Fifts,  threatening  the  Govournour,  challenging 
the  fo.  .  .  .him;  and  as  to  the  other  his  Majefties 
good  Subjects  there,  they  have  not  Refrained  all 
riotous  Pradlices,  infomuch  that  they  have  intreated 
and  hardly  been  diffuaded  by  the  Govournour  from 
uling  of  the  Sword  in  their  Defence,  but  now  hope 
by  your  Honour's  Care,  they  fliall  be  relieved ;  for 
whofe  fafe  Arrivall  they  have  patiently  weighted, 
as  in  Time  of  great  Drouth  for  the  latter  Raine ; 
for  which  if  pleafed  the  Govournour  to  order  my- 
felf,  together  with  Mr.  Thomas  Daggett,  who  is 
one  of  his  Affiiftants,  to  give  your  Honour  a  more 
particular  Account ;  and  fliall  not  farther  trouble 
your  Honour:  But  intreating  your  Honour's  lav  our- 
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able  Conftruffion,  and  Pardon  for  the  Prollxitie  of 
thefe  unpoliflied  Lines,  We  remaine  and  fubfcribe 
ourfelves  to  be. 

Your  Honour^s  moft  humble,  willing 

and  obedient  Servants, 


November  14^^^  1674. 


Thomas  Mayhew  to  Gov,  Edmund  Andros* 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxiv,  Sec.  Office,  the  Original  very  much 

damaged,] 

For  his  Honor  Major  Edmund  Andros,  Go- 
vernour  Generall  for  hisRoyall  Highnefs  James 
Duke  of  Yorke  and  Albany,  over  all  his  Ter- 
rittories  in  America,  the  Prefents  at  Fort  James 
in  New  York. 
Uppon  Martin's Vynyard, this  i2t^Aprill,  1675. 
Defervedly  honoured  Sir : 

I  have  written  to  yo^  Hon^  by  Stephen  Huffy,  the 
w^^I  hope  is  come  to  Hand  fynce,  by  Way  of  Bofton, 
which  I  doubt  not  were  carefully  fent,  to  both 
which  I  humbly  defire  yo^  Honour,  not  quelliioning 
in  the  leaft  but  that  they  fliall  be  confidered  accord- 
ing to  the  Worth  of  the  Contents  :  My  earnell: 
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Defire  now  is,  to  haue  Patience  to  reade  and  weigh 
the  enfueing  Lines  in  a  fpeciall  Manner,  wliereby 
vnto  your  Honour  I  fliall  be  much  obUged. 

In  1 64 1,  I  had  a  Graunt  of  Mr.  James  Forrett, 
Agent  to  the  Lord  Sterhng  for  thefe  Ifles,  and  I 
forthwith  indeavoured  to  obtaine  the  Lidian  Right 
of  them  ;  Mr.  Richard  Vynes,  Steward  Gen^^^^  to  Sir 
Ferdynando  Gorges,  heareing  of  it,  Enterrupted, 
fliowing  me  his  Mafter's  Pattent  and  his  Power, 

infomuch  that  I  was  convinced  by  him  and  

Gorges,  who  was  then  Governour  of  the  Province 

of  Maine,  th  realy  Sir  Ferdynandoe's 

Right,  and  for  a  Some  of  Money  did  obtaine  from 
faid  Vynes  a  Graunt  alfo. 

It  came  foe  to  pafs,  that  Mr.  Forrett  went  fud- 
denly  to  England  before  he  had  fhowed  me  his 
Mafter's  Pattent  whome  afterwards  I  never  faw ; 
Some  Yeares  after  this  came  over  one  Mr.  Forrefter, 
furn idled  with  Power,  who  was  here  with  me,  and 
told  me  that  he  would  cleare  up  all  Things,  and 
that  I  fhould  be  one  of  his  Counfel ;  but  he  from 
hence  went  to  Long  I  (land,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Dutch,  where  the  Gouernour  put  him  in  Prifon, 
and  fent  him  a  Prifoner  into  Holland,  as  I  heard, 
and  I  never  faw  him  more.^  Soe  wee  remained 
vnder  Gorge,  had  noe  Newes  of  either  Lord  Propri- 
etor till  his  Ma^^^'s  Commilhoners^  came  over,  and 

Sec  Introduftion. 

^  Richard  Nicolls,  Sir  George  Cartcrett,  Sir  Robert  Carr,  and  Samuel 
Maverack. 
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then  Mr.  Archdale  fent  me  printed  Paper,  whereby 

his  Ma^i^^  had  by  his  Counlell  in  the  

moft  ftrongly  confirmed  Ferdynando  Gorges  Efquire 
to  be  the  Lord  of  the  Prouynce  of  Maine,  of  w^^^ 
Nantuckett  and  this  be  a  P^^  ^  withall  he  wrote  me 
that  Generall  Nycolls  did  clayme  thefe  Illes,  but 
at  their  firft  Meeting  that  would  be  taken  of.  So 
now  after  this  Generall  Nicholls  wrote  to  me  that 
M^'-  Archdale  haueing  Gorges  Patten t  for  to  prefent, 

and  he  not  haueing  the  le  the  King's 

Commiffioners  refered  the  Decifion  to  his  Ma^'^' : 
whereof  he  had  not  any  Intelligence,  but  a  little 
before  he  went  Plome  for  England,  Generall  Nycoll 
did  acknowledge  that  the  Power  of  thefe  Iflands 
was  proper  in  y'^  Hands  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges.. 

I  have  the  Teftimony  of  the  Generall  Court  of 
Bofton  for  it,  w^^^  Court  fent  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Prouynce  of  Maine,  whofe  Anfwer  was,  that  it 
was  in  myfelf,  &c.  Now  after  all  this,  do  .  .  gs 
Collonell  Louelace  he  fends  for  me  in  a  loueing 
Manner,  to  come  to  Yorke  to  fhow  by  what  Tytle 
I  hold  thefe  Iflands,  whereuppon  I  gave  him  to  vn- 
derftand  as  is  above  written  ;  and  at  length  went  to 
him  and  fliowed  him  my  Graunts,  w^^  he  approued 
of,  and  the  printed  Paper  from  his  Ma^''-^  at  w^^^^  he 
{tumbled  much ;  alfo  I  fliowed  him  what  Generall 
Nicolls  had  written  me  of  his  not  being  informed 
what  his  Ma^i<-^  had  donne :  thereat  he  ftumbled 
very  much  likewife :  then  I  aflced  him  yf  he  had 
the  Lord  Sterling's  Pattent  by  him,  he  faid  noe  :  I 
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anfwered  then  I  was  at  a  loffe.  I  went  to  Captaine 
Nycolls  and  acquainted  him  with      Difcourfe,  and 

 prayed  him  to  fearch  in  Matters  of  Long 

Ifland,  to  lee  yf  he  could  not  find  the  Date  of  Lord 
SterUng's  Pattent,  yf  not  I  could  doe  nothing  at 
Yorke,  w^^  he  did  finde,  and  it  was  more  Antient 
than  Gorges.  If  not,  I  had  nothing  but  about 
Elizabeth  I  lies.  I  queftioned  alfo  in  myfelfe  whe- 
ther fafe  for  me  to  medle,  I  lay  medle,  touching 
any  Thing  without  as  publique  a  Warrant  to  declare 

Gorges  Government  as  I  had  to  obey  it  

his  Ma^''^ . . .  Except  I  were  compelled  ;  affter  this 
his  Honour  and  I  did  agree  vpon  an  Acknowledge- 
ment w^^  by  my  Graunt  from  Mr.  Forrett  I  was 
to  pay  mearly  to  the  Lord  Sterling,  or  his  Succeflburs, 
a  new  Charter  and  Liberties  in  it  made,  grounded 
upon  my  firft  Graunt  and  the  Refignation  of  L'^ 
Sterling's  Heires  to  his  Royall  Llighnefs,  &c., 
thankfully  by  me  accepted  there  and  by  all  at  Home, 
and  alfo  at  Nantuckett  foe  farre  as  I  know ;  y^  Ge- 
nerall  Court  unanimoufly  pafTed  Lawes  made  ac- 
cording to  Liberties  graunted  without  

The  next  Yeare  wee  went  to  Nantuckett  with  the 

 vs  a  Book  of  w^^^  we  had  no  Notyce 

of,  nor  any  Inftrudiion  they  would 

not  proceed  in  the  Waye  wee  begann,  nor  the  great 
b  .  .  .  .  .  after  very  much  Debate  wee  came  away, 
refolving  fpeedily  for  to  apply  ourfelves  to  the  Gou- 
erno^  thereabout,  but  Mathew  being  uppon  the 
Way,  who  was  furniflied  to  pay  the  Ackowledge- 
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ment,  met  the  News  that  Yorke  was  taken  by  the 
Dutch. ^  Then  I  hearing  that  Captaine  Nycolls 
was  well,  &c.,  I  certyfied  him  at  large  of  every 
Thing,  from  w'^^  I  had  an  Anfwer  to  full  Satisfac- 
tion in  every  Particular  :  and  laftly  by  our  Apply- 
cation  to  yo^  Honour  I  did  and  doe  ftill  reft  fatisfied 
therein  to  the  full,  it  being  abfokitely  Juft  in  my 
Judgment,  and  fuch  as  have  feen  it  that  are  very 
Judicious. 

But  thofe  of  Nantuckett,  it  is  faid  they  fay  noe 
Man  had  Right  to  a  Foot  of  Land  before  the  Date 
of  the  laft  Charter,  and  a6te  accordingly,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  forefaid,  and  they  by  the  Book  en- 
deavour to  dethrone  o^  Libertyes ;  announcing  my 
Right  obtained  from  the  Earle  of  Sterlinge  nothing, 
alfo  the  Indian  Right  nothing,  my  quiett  Occupa- 
fion  there  of  29  Yeares  nothing,  the  Grounding  the 
ten  Partners  upon  my  firft  Graunt  nothing ;  all 

^  On  the  8th  of  June,  1674,  Trillram  Coffin,  (senior  and  junior,)  James 
Coffin,  John  Bifliop,  Nathaniel  B;irnard,  Stephen  HulTy,  Thomas  May- 
hew,  Stephen  Grcenleaf,  Jofeph  Aullin,  (for  Peter  Cofiin,)  Robert  Pike, 
Trillram  Coffin,  Nathaniel  Starbuck,  and  John  and  Riehard  Swayne, 
engaged  to  pay  the  Expcnfes  of  two  Perfons  to  New  York  to  fettle  the 
Ouellion  of  Title.  They  appointed  "  Thomas  Mayhew  or  his  Kinfman 
Mr.  Matthew  Mayhew  for  one.  Alfo  Mr.  Triilram  Coffin  Senr.  and 
Major  Robert  Pike,  or  any  two  of  them,  in  Cafe  of  any  Pro\  idence  pre- 
venting."   (Deeds,  i,  67.) 

At  the  fame  Meeting,  a  general  Statement  of  their  Tide  from  the 
Grants  of  Stirling  and  Vines,  and  the  firil  Indian  Deed  on  Nantucket, 
May  10,  1660,  down  to  the  Time  of  the  Meeting,  with  a  particular  Ac- 
count of  the  Sales  and  Alienations  of  Individuals,  was  drawn  up  for  Exa- 
mination by  the  Governor.  As  much  of  this  has  already  been  given,  or 
will  appear  in  the  fubfequent  Papers,  it  was  thought  unneccflary  t(;  infert 
it. 
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Other  Tranfactlons  for  29  Yeares  nothing;  the 
Lawes  now  made  nothing,  w^^^  yo"^  Honour  and 
Counfell  faw  Reafon  to  put  in  Force ;  all  w^^^  is 
moft  abfurd,  unreafonable,  and  muft  bring  that  w^^^ 
they  for  fome  by  End  indeavour  to  interprett  away 
and  make  voyd,  is  that  w^'^^  by  Generall  Nycolls 
was  judged  Good,  w^^  his  Honour  Collonell  Loue- 
lace  confirmed  without  the  leaft  Scrutiny,  and 
Counfel,  that  which  Captain  Nycolls  by  his  Letter 
verily  approued,  and  that  w^^^  yo'"  Honour  and 
Counfel  hath  determined ;  I  hope  yo''  Honour  will 
take  fome  fpeedy  Courfe  to  force  into  Practice  what 
yo^  haue  eftabliflied;  this  is  very  certaine,  that  their 
now  con  ....  ual  Apprehenfions,  and  Interpreta- 
tions and  Ad:ings  in  fome  Degree  accordingly  was 
the  firft  Roote  of  Contentions  about  Right  to  Land 
at  Nantuckett,  and  Reuoltings  from  Gouernment 
here,  and  crying  down  Power,  and  their  coming 
hither  now  and  ....  uring  without  o^  doeing  more 
in  punifliing  Ringleaders  in  crying  downe  Power 

of  Gouernment  with  their  and  with  fome 

of  them  and  allfo  Captaine  Gardner  fayeing  to  the 
chiefeft  of  them  at  his  Houfe ;  that  yf  he  had  noe 
more  to  anfwer  for  than  they  had  at  Yorke  he 
fhould  fitt  but  little  by  it,  but  he  had  much  more, 
and  I  fay  this  hath  allfo  turned  to  o^  Preiudice.  I 
....  have  one  Oath  of  what  Capt.  Gardner  fpake 
as  aboue  :  At  laft  I  faye  I  haue  doune  my  befl:  in 
fettling  thefe  Ifles ;  have  paffed  through  many 
Difficulties  and  Daungers  in  it,  been  at  verry  m^l^ 
I  o 
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Coft  toucheing  EngliHi  and  Indians,  w^^^  I  fliall 

haue  for  prefent  to  mention  ;  yf  God  pleafe 

to  ...  it  to  Fall,  and  befeech  yo^  Hono^  to  take 
o^  good  Underftanding  to  be  ....  I  willi  all  Hap- 
pinefs  to  attend  yo*"  Honi*  and  yo'^  I  commend  to  the 
Lord's  Direcon,  Ptecon  and  Reft. 

Yo^"  Honors  moft  afFeconate  and  moft 
humble  Servant. 

This  12  Aprill  I  fay  farther,  that  Cap^  Gardner, 
who  feemed  to  make  little  of  the  Faults  of  the 
Ringleaders:  I  befeech  yo^  Hono^*  to  confider  of  his 
vnfittnes  to  medle  with  it.  Certainely  they  haue 
need  of  real  .  .  .  with  all  that  now  refolved  to  owne 
noe  Power  of  his  Royall  Highnefs  here,  and  onely 
one  of  the  fix  is  come,  who  wee  haue  accepted  and 
admitted  his  free  ....  the  other  I  fee  noe  readynefs 

to  tender  any  Sattisfacon  is  now  to  fett 

upon  and  ...  I  hope  o^  .  .  .  Acknowledgement  will 
.  .  .  taken  fpeedyly  and  fend,  it  is  true  that  the  .  .  .  . 

the  Uncertainty  of  Intereft  in  at  Nantuckett 

has  Servant. 

Thoivtas  Mayhew. 

May  it  pleafe  yo^  Hono^  to  image  what  I  have 
on  thefe  Hands. 

Graund  Sonnes,  ^5 
My  Sonnes  Sonnes  Sonnes  3 
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Daughters  3 
Graund  Daughters  1 1 

32 

I  prayfe  God  two  of  my  Grand  Sons^  doe  preach 
to  EngUfli  and  Indians,  Matthew  fonietimes  to  the 
Younge .... 

Petition  fro7n  Nantucket  to  Gov,  Andros. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSB.  xxiv.  Sec.  Office] 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Androffe 
Esq^  Gouerno^  Gen.  vnder  his  Royall  High- 
neffe  James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  of  his 
Territories  in  America. 
The  Petition  and  Addreife  of  y^  Towne  of  Sher- 
boiir?u%  upon  the  Ifle  of  Nnntuckct. 

Right  Honorable,  we  entreat  yo^'  favourable  ac- 
ceptance of  o^  real  and  hearty  Welcome  as  o^  Go- 
uerno^  which  is  to  us  as  the  rifing  Sun  after  a  dark 
and  ftormy  Night,  together  with  o^"  humble  Thank- 
fullnelfe  for  yo^  Hon^^  Care  of  us,  as  appears  by  the 
renewed  Commiffion  and  Direction  fent  o^  Magif- 

^  Thomas  and  John,  Brothers  of  Matthew  Mayhew.  The  former 
died  in  171  "J,  and  the  latter  in  1689,  aged  37.  Experience  Mayhew, 
alfo  a  Minirter,  and  author  of  '*  Indian  Converts,  or  Some  Account  of 
the  Lives  and  Dyeing  Speeches  of  the  Chriltiani/.ed  Indians  of  Martlia's 
X^incyard  in  New  Knyland,"  (Loud.  1727,)  was  a  Sou  of  )t)hn.  (Coll. 
M.ifs'.  Uill.  Soc.  :d  Svi.  ill.  c  •.')  '' 
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trates,  which  we  hope  haue  bin  and  will  be  readily 
followed :  Thus  yo^'  Hon^  manifeflied  Fauour  toge- 
ther with  o^  oune  Neceffity,  gives  vs  Encourage- 
ment humbly  to  Petition. 

Ffirft  that  o^  real  Loyalty  to  o^  gratious  Soueraigne 
o^  true  and  hearty  Obedience  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefle  Lawes,  and  that  we  may  not  be  excluded  the 
Go  ....  ment  and  Vfe  of  them  by  any  Meanes. 

 o^  Hon  :  may  retaine  the  abfolute 

Gouernment  no^'  and  that  we  may  be 

fubordinate  to  no  PTon  elce  but  yo^  Hon  :  onely, 

fo  long  as  God  and  his  Royal  nelTe  pleafe, 

which  we  hope  will  be  dureing  yo^  Life,  which 
we  pray  God  to  continue. 

3.  That  the  Liberties  and  Rights  granted  vs  in 
o^  Charter  by  the  Hon^^'-^  Col.  Louelace  by  Com- 
miffion  from  his  Royal  HighnefTe  may  not  be  im- 
p'red  or  diminiflied  by  any  P'tence  of  o^  Averfaries 
whatfoever. 

4^^.  That  yo^  Hon.  would  be  pleafed  to  graunt 
us  fome  Fauoure  in  the  Manner  of  o^  paying  o^  Ac- 
knowledgement, if  poffible,  and  to  graunt  us  fuch 
farther  Inftru6tions  as  lhall  be  p'pofed  by  o^"  Friends, 
as  yo»*  Llonr  moderate  and  rational. 

5V.  Yo^  Hons  fauourable  Audience  and  candid 
Hearing  of  o^  ffriends,  whom  we  haue  for  that  End 
to  giue  yo^  Hon :  a  full  and  true  Accompt  of  all 
Matters  here  with  vs,  which  we  haue  Caufe  to  be- 
lieue  hath  not  bin  yet  done  by  thofe  that  haue 
ranne  and  not  bin  fent.    There  being  many  Things 
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and  that  of  Confequence  which  by  writeing  we 
cannot  fo  well  do,  which  we  have  committed  to 
o^  Friends,  to  attend  yo^  Hon^  Diredlion  in. 

And  now  Right  Hon^^^  we  beg  yo''  P'don  for  o^" 
Ptcfting  it  is  not  out  of  the  leaft  lealoufie  of  your 
Hons  GoodnelTe  to  us,  or  Wifdome  in  ordering  all 
Things  fo  as  fliall  be  legall  and  iuft,  but  are  here- 
vnto  moued  p'ceiving  y^  Endeavours  of  fome,  to 
bereaue  us  of  all  as  Loyalty,  Obedience,  Lawes, 
Libertyes,  all  which  are  pr'tious  to  us.  The  farther 
making  out  of  thefe  P'ticulars,  and  what  elfe  may 
concerne  us,  we  leaue  to  o^'  ffriends,  whom  we  doubt 
not  but  will  giue  yo^  Hon  :  full  Sattisffaction,  and 
Information,  in  whofe  Mouths  we  are  confident 
will  not  be  found  a  falfe  Tongue. 

Thus  with  o^  Prayers  &c.  we  take  Leaue,  and 
humbly  entreat  we  may  fubfcribe  o^felues  yo^  Lion. 

 and  real  Seruants. 

[Three  Names  illegible.] 


T^/^anc^.  ^^^^ 
Sharborn  the  12  of  Aprill,  1675. 


An  Order  fent  to  the  Magiftrates  of  Nan- 
TUCKETT  for  per7nitti72g  Searches  a72d 
Copies  of  their  Records  to  he  take?i, 

[Orders,  Warrants,  Paflcs,  iii,  77,  Sec.  Office] 

Whereas  I  am  informed,  that  a  Search,  or 
View  and  Copyes  of  the  Pubhck  Records,  are  de- 
nyed  to  the  Inhabitants,  or  others  concerned  in 
Nantiickett ;  Thefe  are  therefore  in  his  Ma^i"  Name 
to  require  you  forthwith  to  take  Order  therein,  and 
that  for  the  Future  all  Perfons  may  have  a  legall 
and  free  Recourfe  thereunto,  as  in  other  his  Ma"" 
Colonyes,  in  paying  reafonable  Ifees  for  the  fame  ; 
of  which  you  are  not  to  faile,  as  you  will  anfwer 
the  Contrary  at  yo^"  utmoft  Perills. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  in  New  Yorke,  the  17^ 
Day  of  Aprill,  1675. 

E.  Andros. 

To  the  Magiftrates  and 
Officers  of  Nantuckett,  &c. 


[A  Fragment  of  a  Petition  of  like  Tenor  with  that  on  the  fol- 
lowing Page,  dated  April  20,  and  jigned  by  Richard  Swayne, 
Trijlram  Coffin,  John  Swaine,  Nathaniel  Harwood,  Nathaniel 
Starbuck,  Stephen  Cotfyn,  and  John  Coffin,  is  omitted.] 
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Petition  and  Propofals  froin  Mr,  Coffin  a7td 
Mr,  Mayhew  in  New  Tork^  April  7,  1675. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxiv.  Sec.  Office] 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Triftram  Goflin,  and 
Matthew  Mayhew,  in  Behalf  of  the  Maj^  Part 
of  the  firft  Purchafers,*  Freeholders,  uppon  the 
Hand  of  Nantuckctt,  to  your  Honour  humbly 
fliev/eth  : 

That  your  Honour's  Petitioners  having  derived 
Right  and  Intereft  unto  the  faid  Hand  of  Naritiickctt, 
from  the  Right  Honourable  William  Earle  of  Ster- 
ling, as  alfo  for  their  more  fure  Injoyment  thereof, 
from  Ferdinando  Gorges  Knight ;  they  began  to 
Settle  and  Inhabit  the  faid  I  Hand  in  profecution 
whereof,  they  expended  a  confiderable  Summe 
befides  the  many  Dangers  they  expofed  themfelves 
unto  in  Refped:  of  the  Natives  there  Inhabiting  ; 
and  finding  neceffite  of  necelfarie  Sea  Men  and 
Tradefmen,  they  haue  given  out  of  their  faid  Pur- 
chafe,  certaine  Parcells  of  Landes,  with  certaine 
Injunffions,  necefiarie  to  the  well  being  of  the  Plan- 
tation, as  in  the  Goppies  of  their  hould  may  appear; 
and  having  Obtained  a  Gonfirmation  of  their  faid 
Intereft,  from  Gollonell  Francis  Lovelace,  the  faid 
Purchafers  and  Freehoulders  hoping  to  have  held 
their  faid  Intereft  and  Proprietie  by  the  faid  Tradef- 
men and  Seamen,  wdth  the  Affiftance  of  fome  of  the 
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firft  Purchafers,  have  been  damnified  to  the  Value 
of  fome  hundred  of  Pounds,  neither  are  the  faid 
Purchafers  Freehoulders  there,  fuffered  to  a6l  in  the 
Difpofall  of  any  of  their  Landes  and  Interefts  afore- 
faid ;  But  their  faid  Intereft  and  Proprietie  is  or- 
dered and  difpofed  of  principally  by  the  faid  Tradef- 
men  and  Seamen,  who  w^^  fome  of  the  Purchafers 
being  the  Major  of  the  faid  Hand  in  Perfones  though 
not  Propriety,  have  elected  into  Authoritie  fome  of 
themfelves,  whereby  they  have  prefumed  to  difpofe 
of  our  faid  Purchafe,  deviding  it  one  among  ano- 
ther. Neither  can  your  Petitioners  have  their 
Redrefs ;  they  affirming  that  every  Card  they  play 
is  an  Ace,  and  every  Ace  a  Trump ;  and  that  the 
faid  Purchafers  could  have  no  Remedie  in  Law; 
affirming  that  it  was  his  Highnefs  had  taken  it,  and 
given  it  to  them  :  Your  Petitioners  therefore  hum- 
bly pray,  Procefs  againft  the  faid  Intruders,  and  that 
it  may  pleafe  yo^  Honou^  to  affift  you^  Honors  hum- 
ble Petitioners,  fo,  that  there  may  be  fome  Meanes 
whereby  they  may  bring  their  faid  Caufe  to  Triall ; 
not  doubting  to  make  more  enormious  Actions  ap- 
pear then  in  this  we  can  acquaint  yo^  Honour  with: 
humbly  defiring  yo^  Hono^  to  pardon  the  Prolixitie 
of  thefe  unpolilhed  Lines ;  we  ceafe  and  are, 

You^  Honors  humble  Servants  and  Subjed:s. 

April  27,  1675.    (?^2«^t^/  9^-^'^ 
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Petition  of  the  Magijlrates  a?id  others  of 
Nantucket,  April  285  1675. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxiv.  Sec.  Office.] 

To  his  Right  Hon^^i^  Edmund  Andros  Efq.,  Gou- 
verno^"  Gen.  vnder  his  Royal  Highncilc  James 
Duke  of  Yorke  and  Albany,  &c. :  of  all  his 
Territories  in  America : 
Right  Hon'^1^%  J^t  o^  humble  and  hearty  Welcome 
falute  yo^  Hon  :  as  o''  Gouverno'' ;  yea,  thrice  wel- 
come let  yo^  Hon  :  be,  whofe  hrft  Ap'pance  made 
o^  Hearts  reioyce,  and  put  new  Strength  into  our 
weake  Hands,  hauing  had  hard  Labour,  and  great 
Oppolition  in  tlie  Truft  committed  to  us,  being 
bereaved  as  it  were  of  all  Succour  except  o^  Loyalty 
to  o^"  Royal  Soueraigne  and  Obedience  vnto  his 
Royal  HighnelTe ;  which  we  were  refolued  to  part 
with      Lives  rather  than  to  lofe,  but  now  queftion 
not  of  P'tection  in  what  is  legal  and  iuft. 

Right  Hon^'^^' :  Yo^  reuered  Commillion  and  In- 
ftrud:ions,  fent  by  Mr.  Cothn,  were  receiued  four 
days  after  his  arriuall  here,  being  firfl,  (as  we  were 
informed)  canuelTed  too  and  fro  by  fuch  priuate  and 
inconfiderate  P'fons  as  he  thought  good,  the  whicli 
we  readily  and  thankfully  receiued,  the  Rules  therein 
prefcribed  we  have  all  along  followed,  formerly  and 
fince,  according  to  the  beft  of  our  Vnderftanding, 
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and  fliall  be  ftill  willing  to  be  guided  by  yo^  Hons 
further  Dired:ions,  and  for  that  End  haue  fent  o^* 
Friend  and  fellow  Labourer  vnder  the  Burthen  with 
us,  whom  we  hope  will  Und  Favour  w^^^  yo^  Hon  : 
that  he  may  give  a  full  and  true  Accompt  of  all 
things  w^  us,  w^^  is  o^  humble  Petition,  being  fully 
confident  yo^  Hon:  being  rightly  and  fully  informed 
will  haue  favourable  Thoughts  of  us.  We  pTume 
and  certainly  believe  that  very  falle  Things  nnd 
vntrue  are  fuggefted  to  yo^  Hon :  vpon  felvifli  and 
finifter  Ends  ;  not  doubting  but  they  will  find  Ac- 
ceptance accordingly. 

As  to  P'ticulars  we  leaue  to  o^  Friend,  aflureing 
yo^  Hon  :  you  iliall  always  the  Trueth  app'eing  find 
us  loyal,  obedient,  ready  to  heare  and  follow  Inftruc- 
tions  thus  with  o^  Prayer  &c.,  we  take  leaue,  and 
reioyce  that  we  may  fi^ibfcribe  ourlelues 
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Council  Minutes. 

[Council  Minutes,  iii.  Part  II,  page  36,  Sec.  Office.] 

At  a  Councill,  Apii  28^^  1675. 

Prcjent  :  The  Governor, 

The  Secretary,  Capt.  Brockholes, 
Mr.  Lawrence,  Capt.  Dyre. 

The  Matter  under  Confideration  was  the  Burmefs 
of  Nantucketty  about  which  Mr.  Triftram  Coffin 
and  Mr.  Matthew  Mayhew  on  y^  one  Part,  and 
Capt.  Jno  Gardiner  and  Mr.  Peter  Ffoulgar  on  the 
other,  were  here. 

Two  Peticons  brought  by  Capt.  Gardner  read, 
fubfcribed  by  feverall  of  y^  Ifland,  y^  one  from  y^ 
Magiftrates,  y^  other  from  them  and  others. 

Capt.  Gardner  produced  his  Power  to  ad:  or 
Treat  for  Towne,  and  makes  a  long  Relacon  of 
Matters  concerning  Nantucket t. 

Hee  is  referred  till  To-morrow  for  a  farther 
Hearing. 

Capt.  Gardner's  Power  is  figned  by  4  Perfons  in 
yc  Name  of  y^  Towne.  It's  dated  March  y^'  25^^, 
1674. 

The  Names  Richard  Gardiner,  Edward  Starbuck 
Thomas  Macy,  William  Worth,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Towne.    The  three  firfh  are  Magiftrates. 

Mr.  Triftram  Coffin  and  Mr.  Matthew  Mayhew 
having  prefented  a  Peticon  from  Martin  s  Vineyard^ 
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and  fome  of  Nantiickett,  authorized  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Mayhevv,  are  appointed  to  give  their  Attendance 
To-morrow  by  eight  a  Clock,  when  Capt.  Gardner 
is  Hkewife  to  bee  here. 

At  a  Councell  April]  29,  1675. 

Prcjcnt  :  The  Governor,    Mr.  Lawrence, 
The  Secretary,     Capt.  Dyrc. 

The  Buiinefs  of  Nantiickett  under  Confideracon. 

Mr.  Trillram  Coffin  and  Mr.  Matthew  Mayhew 
prefent  a  new  Paper,  figncd  by  themi elves. 

After  feverall  Houres  Difcourfe  they  are  difmift 
till  To-morrow  Morning;. 

o 

At  a  Councell  Aprill  30^^%  ^^75- 

Prcjcnt  :  The  Governor, 

The  Secretary,    Mr.  Lawrence. 

The  Nantuckett  People  of  both  Sides  mett,  and 
after  having  declared  their  Cafe  of  all  Parts,  the 
Governor  referred  them  to  his  Determinacon  againft 
Tomorrow. 

At  a  Councell,  May  y^  i^^,  1675. 
The  Draught  of  what  was  graunted,  allowed  of, 
and  confented  unto  by  all  Partyes :  Soe  ordered  to 
be  engroffed. 
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htJlruEimis  a7id  Orders  for  RJlabUpj'mg  of 
Courts  a7id  Prudential  Bye-Laws  iii 
Martin's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket. 

[Warrants,  Orders,  Pallcs,  iii,  84.,  Secretary's  Ofiice.] 

Edmund  And?^os  Esq.  &c. 

Whereas  there  hath  lately  hapned  fome  differ- 
ence about  the  Manner  of  keeping  the  Particular 
and  Generall  Courts  of  the  two  Iflands  of  Martms 
Vif'ieyard  and  Nantiickctt,  and  particularly  concern- 
ing the  Lawes;  Vpon  mature  Confideration  thereof, 
I  have,  (by  the  Advice  of  my  Councell)  and  do 
hereby  order  : 

1.  Firft,  That  the  Iflands  of  Martin's  Vineyard 
and  Nantuckett,  continue  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
jufl  Rights  and  Priviledges,  and  former  Graunts, 
with  the  Power  to  make  peculiar  or  prudential  By- 
Lawes  in  their  refpedlive  Iflands,  Townfhips,  or 
Corporacons,  not  repugnant  to  the  Lawes  of  this 
Governm^  And  the  faid  By  Lawes  to  bee  binding 
and  in  fforce,  in  any  Matter  not  exceeding  five 
Pounds,  to  bee  adjudged  by  the  Chiefe  Magiftrate 
and  AifiiVants  in  each  Ifland. 

2.  That  the  Court  in  each  Ifland  lhall  conflft  of 
the  Chiefe  Magiflrate  and  three  Afllflants,  or  any 
three  of  them,  of  which  the  Cliiefe  Magiftrate,  (if 
well^  and  in  the  Ifland,)  to  bee  one,  oiherwife  the 
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oldeft  Affiftant ;  And  that  they  do  not  faile  of  keep- 
ing Publicke  Courts  quarterly,  or  oftener,  if  there 
be  Occacon. 

3.  That  all  Matters  from  five  to  ten  Pounds, 
may  bee  Tryde  in  their  refpedlive  Courts,  without 
Appeale ;  But  to  bee  according  to  the  Lawes  of 
this  Government :  If  above  ten  Pounds  and  under- 
neath ffifty,  may  appeale  to  the  Gen^'^  Court  of 
both  Iflands,  where  all  Cafes  fliall  be  tryed,  and 
Proceedings  bee,  according  to  the  Lawes  of  the 
Government ;  And  in  any  Cafe  exceeding  fifty 
Pounds,  an  Appeale  is  to  be  admitted  to  the  Gene- 
rall  Court  of  Aflizes  in  this  Place. 

4.  That  the  Gen^H  Court  for  both  Iflands  do 
confifi:  of  the  Chiefe  Magifi:rates  and  Airifl:ants,  of 
both  Iflands,  or  any  five  of  them,  (whereof  two  of 
each  Ifland,  and  a  Chiefe  Magifl:rate  to  bee  one) 
as  directed  by  former  Orders ;  But  in  Cafe  of 
Death,  or  other  unavoidable  Neceflity,  the  other 
Chiefe  Magiftrate  to  fupply  his  Place,  and  have  the 
cafl:ing  Voice  :  And  that  any  prudentiall  By  Lawes, 
made  at  the  faid  Gen-^^^  Court,  (wherein  there  fliall 
not  bee  above  two  difienting  Voyces)  fliall  be  in 
ftbrce  and  binding  for  both  Iflands. 

5.  That  the  Confl:able  of  each  Place,  have  full 
Power  and  Authority  to  keep  the  King's  Peace 
within  their  Precind:s,  and  to  execute  all  fuch  Or- 
ders, as  the  Chiefe  Magifl:rate  and  Court,  lhall 
direct,  and  to  bee  Accomptable  unto  them  for  the 
fame,  according  to  the  Duty  of  a  Conflable. 
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6.  That  the  faid  Iflands  fliall  in  no  Cafe,  nor  in 
noe  Wife  be  fubjedl  to  or  have  any  Dependence 
upon  Long  Ifland  or  any  other  Part  of  this  Govern- 
ment, but  onelybee  Accomptableto  hisRoyallPIigh- 
neffe  Liev^.  and  Governor  Gen^^^  in  thefe  Parts,  or 
the  Gen^ii  Court  of  AfTizes. 

Here  given  under  my  Hand  and  Seale  in  New 
Yorke,  this  29^^  Day  of  Aprill,  1675. 

E.  Andross. 

By  the  Governor 
Vpon  taking  into  Confideracon,  the  Good  and 
Welfare  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Iflands,  Martin  s 
Vineyard  and  Nantuckctt^  I  have,  (by  the  Advice  of 
my  Councell,)  and  do  hereby  order : 

1.  That  none  but  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid 
Iflands,  bee  admitted  to  any  Manner  of  Trade  with 
the  Indyans  thereof,  nor  to  land  any  Goods  in  any 
Port  of  the  Ifland,  but  in  the  ufuall  Port  allowed  of, 
in  the  refpe6live  Townes,  for  the  Space  of  one 
whole  Yeare,  after  the  Date  hereof. 

2.  That  whereas,  I  have  not  had  any  Returne 
for  Magiflrates  or  Officers  from  the  Iflands  of  Mar^ 
tin' s  Vineyard  and  Nantiickett,  for  the  enfuing  Yeare, 
which  I  do  expedl  at  the  ufuall  Time  ;  I  do  in  the 
Interim,  in  his  Ma^^^^s  Name  further  authorize  tlie 
prfent  Magiftrates  and  Officers  in  Places,  to  con- 
tinue in  the  fame  untill  further  Order. 

3.  That  the  non-improveing  of  Lands  upon  the 
faid  Iflands  for  the  Time  paft,  as  dircdfed  by  the 
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Lawes  of  this  Government  (hall  not  p»'judice  their 
Rights,  fo  that  for  the  Time  to  come,  they  improve 
them  according  to  Law. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Scale  in  New  Yorke, 
the  29^^^  Day  of  Aprill,  1675. 

E.  Andross. 


Cotmcil  Mi?iutes. 

[Council  Minutes,  ii.  Part  II,  p.  ^i.  Sec.  Office.] 

At  a  Councell,  Sept.  28^^%  1675. 

Prejcnt :  The  Governor,        The  Secretary, 

Capt.  Rrocklioles,    ISIr.  J.  Lawrence, 
Capt.  Dyre,  IMr.  Ffred.  Philips. 

The  Matter  in  Confultation  was  about  a  Letter 
brought  by  an  Exprefs  from  y^  I  Hand  Nantiickctt, 
intimating  their  Weaknefs  and  great  Strength  of 
the  Indyans,^  both  on  their  Illand  and  Marthi  s 
Yineyard,  not  above  40  Men  at  y^  Laft,  and  30  on 

^  Upon  Receipt  of  the  News  of  the  Outbreak  known  as  "  Pliilips  In- 
dian War,"  Governor  Andros  hallencd  to  the  Connecticut  River,  and  from 
thence  to  the  call  End  of  Long  Illand,  to  take  Mcafures  for  preventing 
any  Diilurbance  among  the  New  York  Indians,  A  Sloop  was  difpatched 
with  one  Barrell  of  Powder,  fifteen  Mufkets  and  four  Skeins  of  Match  for 
Martha's  Vineyard,  and  the  like  Amount  of  Powder  ten  Mulkets  and 
three  Skeins  of  Match  for  NanUickct.  Franck  Lee,  who  had  Charge  of 
the  Sloop,  was  directed  not  to  llay  in  either  Place  above  one  Tydc 
unlefs  it  may  happen,  that  the  Indyans  fliould  flock  over  from  the  Maine, 
and  the  Chiefc  Magillrate  or  Officer  defirc  yo""  Affilhnice  for  obllrudiiig 
tlie  fame  by  Water.'*  Several  Documents  relating  to  this  War  arc  omiit^d 
with  the  Defign  of  embodying  them  in  a  fpecial  Volume. 
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Former,  capable  of  bearing  Amies.  ^  On  Nan- 
tuckett  Indyan  Men  5  or  600  ;  not  fo  many  on 
Martin's  Vineyard. 

They  delire  in  their  Letter  a  Couple  of  great 
Guns,  and  halfe  a  Doufen  Sould^^  ^ 

They  pretend  an  ill  Confequence  may  arrive 
upon  the  Indyans  Trayning  in  Amies  on  Martin's 
Vineyard, 

Refolved,  To  fend  them  each  a  great  Gun  at 
y^  two  Illands  of  Nantuckett  and  Martin's  Vine- 
yard, and  to  each  Proclamation  concerning 
y^'  Indyans,  of  keeping  Watches,  erecting  Block 
Houfes,  &c. 

Petition  (^/'Peter  Foulger  about  Proceedings 
at  the  General  Court  of  Martin's  Vine- 
yard, 1676. 

[New  York  Colonial  IVISS.  xxiv.  Sec.  Office] 

To  the  Right  Flon  :  Major  Andros,  Gouernour 
at  New  Yorke,  The  humble  Petition  of  Peter 
Ffoulger,2  now  Prifoner  at  Shearbiirn  upon  the 

^  1500  Indyans,  Men,  Women  and  Children,  [Marginal  Note  in 
Orginal.] 

-  Peter,  a  Son  of  John  Foulger,  and  die  Grand-father  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  was  born  in  1617,  and  became  an  early  Setder  on  Nantucket. 
Cotton  Mather  mentions  him  as  "  an  able  Godley  Englifliman,  who  was 
imploycd  in  teaching  the  Youth  in  Reading,  Writing  and  the  Principles  of 
ReHgion  by  Catechilm,  being  well  learned  likewife  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  capable  of  Help  in  religious  Matters,"  (Magnalia  B.  vi,  p.  54.)  ^He 
was  chofen  Clerk  and  Recorder,  July  21,  1673  (Deeds  ii,  2,  Register 
Office,  Nantucket,)  and  died  in  1690, 

I  2 
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Ifland  of  Nantuckett^  vpon  the  real  Acoimt  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  Intereft,  (at  leaft  in  his  Judgment,) 
is  as  followeth : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Honor  to  vnderftand,  that  the 
Occafion  of  this  my  I^etition  is  to  acquaint  your 
Honour  with  that  new  Trouble  that  my  felfe  an 
others  meete  now  withal  in  this  Place,  ffor  indeed  I 
cannot  wel  informe  your  Hon^  how  it  is  in  my  own 
Cafe,  vnles  I  fpeak  ibmething  of  the  generall  Cafe. 
So  it  was  that  when  the  Date  of  Mr.  Tho  :  Macy's 
Comiflion  was  out,i  he  called  the  Town  together, 
and  being  met  he  told  them  that  hiii  Comiffion  was 
out,  yet  he  did  alTert  it,  and  defired  to  know  of  the 
Town  who  would  ftand  by  him  in  it.  Som  of  vs 
laid  It  was  not  the  Town's  Bulines  to  fpeake  of  liis 
Comiflion,  but  we  did  conceiue  that  your  Hon  :  had 
left  a  fafe  and  plain  Way  for  the  carrying  on  of 
Gouernment  til  further  Order.  Others  fayd  that 
his  Commiffion  was  in  Force  til  further  Order,  though 
not  expreft  and  argued  it  out  from  former  Inftruc- 
tions,  and  begun  to  be  very  fierce.  We  thought  their 
End  to  be  bad,  and  therefore  fayd  littel  or  nothing 
more,  (they  being  the  greater  Part,)  but  were  re- 
foulued  to  be  quite,  looking  vpon  it  as  an  evil  Time. 
After  this  there  cam  hither  from  Piifcattaway  Mr. 
Peter  Coffin  and  fome  others,  toftay  here  this  Winter 
for  fear  of  the  Indians.  Then  another  Meeting  was 
called  to  chufe  new  Affirtants  to  Mr.  Macy.  We 

^  Thomas  Macy  was  Commiflioncd  as  Magilliate  of  Nantucket,  Oct. 
I,  1675. 
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knowing  that  we  fliould  be  out  voted,  fat  flil  and 
voted  not.  The  firft  Man  that  was  cholen  was 
Peter  Coffin ;  Stephen  HulTey  was  the  Man  that 
carried  on  the  Deligne  in  fuch  a  rude  Manner  as 
this  : — Com  Sirs,  lets  chufe  Peter  Coffin,  he  will  be 
here  but  a  Month  or  two,  and  then  we  fliall  have 
tenn  Pound  Fine  of  him.  A  Man  that  is  in  Com- 
miffion  in  Bay  and  is  gone  thither  agayn.  A  Man 
that  brought  hither  an  evil  Report  of  your  Hon: 
h'om  the  Bay,  which  fome  of  vs  did  publiqucly 
proteft  againfl:,  and  how  he  hath  carried  it  fmce 
chofen  I  ffial  leaue  at  prefent.  But  if  your  Hon  : 
did  know  the  Man  as  well  as  God  know  him,  or 
but  halfe  fo  well  as  fome  of  vs  know  him,  I  do 
verily  belieue  that  your  Hon  :  would  diflike  his 
Ruling  here  as  much  as  any  of  vs.  In  the  like 
vnciuil  Manner,  they  chofe  two  young  Men  more, 
Stephen  Huffey  calling  vpon  them  to  corne^  fuch 
a  Man,  and  fuch  a  Man,  becaufe  he  had  Cattle  at 
theire  Houfes  to  Winter,  and  if  they  did  not  chufe 
them  he  was  afraid  they  would  not  winter  them 
wel.  The  fayd  Stephen  bringing  his  Corn  which 
betoken  Choice  open  in  his  Hand,  and  called  vpon 
others  to  Corn  this  Man  and  that  Man ;  Such  a 
Meeting  as  I  never  was  at  for  fuch  a  Work.  And 
being  Clarke  and  thereby  to  fe  to  the  Votes,  I  cald 
vpon  them  to  be  Ciuil,  and  not  to  make  a  May- 

^  Alluding  to  the  ancient  Cuftom  of  balloting  with  Corn  and  Beans ; 
the  former  for,  the  latter  againfl  the  Candidate. 
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game  of  chufeing  Men  for  fuch  Imployment,  and 
i'om  others  fpakc  after  the  fame  Maner,  but  as  they 
began  fo  they  ended. 

Now  that  you^  Hon :  may  vnderftand  how  they 
cam  to  be  the  greater  p^,  it  was  by  Mr.  Macy  his 
faceing  about  and  his  Family,  a  Man  who  was  as 
much  for  the  Dukes  Intereft  when  we  were  with 
you^  Hon  :  at  New  Yorke  as  any  of  vs,  But  now 
for  diuers  by  Ends  it  is  otherwife.  I  am  forry  to 
trouble  you^  Hon*"  :  to  Read  fo  much  of  this  durty 
Stuff,  but  that  my  own  Buiines  depends  fo  much 
vpon  it  as  that  I  fear  you^'  Hon  :  wil  not  vnder- 
ftand it,  without  fom  Intimation  of  it.  December 
26,  was  our  Quarter  Court,  and  I  being  Clarke  was 
at  a  Strait  what  to  do,  becaufe  I  did  queftion  as 
Things  were,  whether  they  would  keepe  a  Legal 
Court  or  no,  though  I  fayd  nothing  but  was  Re- 
folued  to  be  quiet,  and  to  that  End  went  to  the 
Court  and  carried  the  Court  Booke  with  me, 
thinking  thereby  to  while  away  Time  with  as 
much  Peace  as  could  be  til  either  you^  Hon  :  cam 
to  vs  or  fom  further  order ;  but  being  there  pre- 

fently  faw  that  I  was  in  for  if  I  did  not 

Write  what  they  would,  Peter  Coffin  told  me  they 
would  prefently  chuse  a  new  Clarke.  I  faw  then 
that  the  Booke  was  that  which  they  aymed  at,  I 
did  as  wel  as  I  could  at  that  Time,  and  did  think 

that  I  would  confider  better  of  my  next  

fmce  that  they  haue  kept  many  private  Courts  that 
they  gaue  me  no  Notice  of:  Ffeb.  lo^^^  ^m^i  the 
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Conftable  to  the.  .  .  .ke  and  al  other  Re- 
cords of  that  Nature  as  you'"  Hoii^'  :  may  fee  by  tliis 
inclofed  Paper ^  which  is  Mr.  Macy's  own  Hand, 
Reading  the  Paper  and  confidering  that  they  did 
not  want  me  but  the  Booke,  I  returned  them  this 
Anfwer  in  Writing,  that  the  Booke  was  put  into 
my  Hands  by  the  Generall  Court,  and  til  the  fame 
Power,  or  a  higher,  did  cal  for  it  from  me  I  lliould 
Indeauour  to  keepe  it,  but  if  they  would  haue  any 
Coppys  out  of  it  they  might  at  any  Time  haue  them. 
Immediately  tlie  ConlVable  cam  with  a  Summons, 
and  hauing  no  Time  to  confider  further  of  it  I  gave 
him  no  Anfwer,  but  went  to  Cap^  Gardners  Pioufe 
where  prefently  he  cam  with  a  Speciall  Warrant. 
I  would  haue  fent  your  Hon  :  the  Coppy  of  them 
but  I  cannot  git  them  though  often  defyred  them 
of  the  Conft  ;  The  fayd  Conftable  by  the  Help  of 
other  men,  haled  and  draged  me  out  of  the  Cap^ 
Ploufe  and  caried  me  to  the  Place  where  they  were 
met.  I  fpake  not  a  Word  to  the  Conftable,  nor 
refifted  him  in  the  lead.  When  I  cam  at  the 
Houfe  I  faw  none  of  the  Court,  but  the  Conftable 
told  me  that  the  Court  was  adjourned  til  Wednef- 
day  next  and  that  I  was  committed  into  his  Hands 
and  muft  giue  Bond  to  appeare  then. 

^  Tis  the  Order  of  the  Court  that  tlie  ConRable  be  feiit  to  Peter 
Ffoulger  for  tlie  Court  Booke,  and  all  the  Records  of  that  Nature,  and  this 
is  to  impowcr  the  Conltable  herein,  and  to  bring  them  to  y*^  Court  fordi- 
with,  and  Peter  Ffoulger  is  liereby  required  to  deli\'er  them. 

Pr  me,  Tho  :  Macy, 
Mag  : 
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Feb.  19^^,  I  cam  before  them  and  carried 
myfelfe  every  way  as  cluilly  as  I  could,  only  I  fpake 
neuer  a  Word,  for  I  was  fully  perfuaded  that  if  I  fpake 
any  thing  at  al,  they  would  turn  it  againft  me.  I 
remembered  alfo  the  old  Saying  that  of  nothing 
comes  nothing. 

But  it  feemes  my  Silence  did  helpe  to  bring  forth 
this  Sentence,  of  which  you^  Hon  :  hath  here 
a  Coppy.^ 

After  my  Sentence,  the  Conftable  called  for 
twenty  Pound  Bond,  or  to  Prifon  I  muft  go  pre- 
fently,  when  they  al  know  that  I  am  a  poore  old 
Man,  and  not  able  to  maintayne  my  Family.  All 
my  Eftate,  if  my  Debts  were  payd,  will  not  amount 
to  halfe  fo  much,  and  as  for  making  vfe  of  Friends, 
they  al  know  that  I  haue  more  Need  of  any  Helpe 
that  way  for  the  Supply  of  my  Family.  For  want 
of  Bond  away  the  Conftable  carried  me  to  Prifon, 
a  Place  where  neuer  any  Englifli-man  was  put,  and 

At  a  Court  of  Ajurmcnt  lield  in  the  Townc  of  Sherburne,  14^^ 
Feburary,  1676,  Pcttcr  Foulger,  Liditted  for  Contempt  of  his  Magis 
Athority,  in  not  appearing  before  the  Court  according  to  funions  ferucd 
on  him  and  being  Aprehended  by  Specall  Warrant  being  braoft  to  tlie 
Court  to  Anfwer  for  his  Contemtious  Carage,  And  being  demanded  why 
he  did  fo  .act  gauc  no  Anfwer  :  Tli'o  the  Court  waited  on  hem  a  While 
and  vrgcd  him  to  fpcak.  The  Sentence  of  the  Court  is  to  Remitc  the  Caule 
to  the  Court  of  Afizc  at  New  York  as  the  law  dere£ts  and  to  giue  twenty 
Pound  Bond  for  his  appearance,  and  to  abide  the  Order  of  die  Court  and 
to  Hand  committed  ti'l  Bond  be  gi\'en. 

A  true  Copy  By  tlie  Court, 

Cl. 
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where  the  Neighbors  Hogs  had  layd  but  the  Night 
before,  and  in  a  bitter  cold  Froft  and  deepe  Snow. 
They  had  onely  thrown  out  moft  of  the  Durt,  Hogs 
Dung  and  Snow.  The  Reft  the  Conftable  told  me 
I  might  ly  vpon  if  I  would,  that  is  vpon  the  Boards 
in  that  Cafe,  and  without  Vid;uals  or  Fire.  Indeed 
I  perfwaded  him  to  fetch  a  little  Hay,  and  he  did 
fo,  and  fome  Friend  did  prefently  bring  in  Bed- 
ing  and  Victuals. 

But  as  for  Mr.  Macy  and  the  Reft  of  our  new 
young  Magiftrates,  you''  Hon  :  may  fee  how  far 
theire  Pitty  did  extend  to  a  poore  old  Man,  aged 
60  Yeares.  At  the  Prefent  I  haue  fome  Leaue 
from  my  Keeper  to  be  fometimes  at  my  own  Houfe, 
but  how  long  that  will  hold  I  know  not.  I  haue 
informed  you^"  Hon  :  truely  what  my  Condition  is, 
and  my  humble  Petition  is,  that  your  Hon  :  wloud 
be  pleafed  fo  to  confider  of  it,  as  to  fliew  fome 
Fauour  towards  your  vnworthy  Petitioner,  and  in 
your  Wifdom  to  finde  out  fome  Way  for  my  Free- 
dom, as  alfo  to  ftop  the  Rage  and  Fury  of  thefe 
Men,  Leaft  others  better  then  myfelfe  be  brought 
fuddenly  to  the  fame  Condition  that  I  am  in  if  not 
worfe,  for  the  Mercy  of  fom  of  thefe  Men  is  Cruel- 
ty itlelfe.  And  in  Truth  I  was  not  the  Man  that 
they  moft  aymed  at.  Others  fliould  haue  bin  in 
Prilon  at  the  fame  Time,  but  that  they  found  more 
heuier  Work  of  it,  then  they  thought  of,  for  it 
began  prefently  to  fet  a  fire  the  whole  Illand,  for  I 
hauing  liued  30  Yeares  vpon  this  Illand  and  the 
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Vineyard,  was  fo  wel  Known,  and  fo  wel  Beloued 
of  Englifli  and  Indians,  (whether  deierued  or  not) 
that  the  Indians  inquired  what  the  Cause  was  of 
my  Imprifonment,  And  though  both  Ptys  was  un- 
wilhng  to  tel  them,  yet  being  before  fo  vnfatisfied 
with  the  Orders  or  Laws  that  thefe  new  Magif- 
trates  had  made  for  them.  They  p'fently  found  fo 
much  that  they  began  to  fpeak  high  in  the  Cafe 
for  thefe  and  the  like  Reafons  as  I  fuppofe  our 
new  Court  though  they  fpeak  great  Words,  yet  at 
Prefent  they  are  not  fo  full  of  Action,  and  I  do 
moft  humbly  intreat  you^  Hon  :  to  confider  of  the 
Condition  of  the  poore  Indians  in  this  Refpect, 
for  they  haue  fuch  Caufe  to  fpeak  againfl:  their 
Actings,  that  we  haue  no  way  to  quite  them,  but 
to  perfuade  them  to  be  ftil  til  your  Hon  :  come 
or  fome  Order  from  you,  which  we  tel  them 
we  do  belieue  wil  certaynely  be.  I  haue  bin  In- 
terpreter here  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Plantation, 
when  no  Englifliman  but  myfelfe  could  fpeake 
fcarfe  a  Word  of  Indian,  at  which  Time  I  am  fure 
fome  of  thefe  Men  that  deal  thus  with  me  now,  had 
felt  Arrows  in  their  Sides  from  the  Indians  for  reall 
Wrong  that  they  did  them,  had  not  I  ftept  in 
between  them  and  made  Peace.  And  I  haue  euer 
fince  bin  able  by  the  Helpe  of  fome  antient  Men, 
to  keep  Peace  vpon  the  I  flan d,  but  now  I  am  not 
able  to  anfwer  them  no  other  then  as  aforefiyed, 
for  they  fay  there  is  now  young  Men  in  Place  they 
do  not  vnderftand  that  Way.    They  cannot  belieue 
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that  young  Men,  efpecially  luch  Men,  can  vnder- 
ftand  Things  Uke  old  Men,  and  they  are  ahvays  in 
Doubt  whether  they  haue  Juftice  or  no.  They  fay 
further,  that  there  is  a  Bofton  Man  fits  in  Place  by 
Mr.  Macy,  and  he  BUnd  him  fo  that  he  canot  fe 
the  Right  Path,  and  they  fay  that  they  do  not 
vnderftand  what  he  hath  to  do  to  Judge  their  Cafes. 
Thefe  and  fuchhke  Words  I  and  others  haue  from 
them,  and  I  doe  verily  beleiue  they  are  theire  own 
Words,  that  no  Englifli  body  euer  put  any  fuch 
Things  into  their  Minds. 

We  haue  had  Peace  hitherto  when  our  Neigh- 
bours but  Juft  ouer  the  Water,  liaue  loft  fo  many 
of  ther  dear  Relations  in  bloody  Wars,  I  hope  your 
Hon  :  wil  in  your  Wifdome  finde  out  fom  Way  for 
vs  that  we  may  be  able  to  Anfwer  thefe  Queris  of 
the  Indians,  that  Peace  may  continue  ftil  between 
vs  as  heretofore.  I  moft  humbly  intreat  your  Hon 
to  pardon  my  Bouldnefs  in  Writing  fo  much  vpon 
this  Subjed:,  for  I  haue  fo  much  to  doe  with  the 
Indians  for  fo  many  Years  that  I  cannot  forbear 
Writing,  Though  I  cannot  Write  but  with  Tears, 
confidering  the  Mifery  that  they  and  we  are  like  to 
come  to.  If  you^  Plon  :  put  not  a  Stop  to  thefe  vio- 
lent Motions,  I  verily  belieue  it  were  better  for  vs 
and  the  Indians  alfo,  that  we  had  no  Liberty  at  al 
(at  leaft  til  we  could  vfe  it  better,)  then  thus  to 
abufe  it. 

I  hear  now  that  our  new  Court  intend  to  defyer 
leaue  of  you^  Plon  :  that  my  Caufe  may  be  tried  at 
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the  Generall  Court.  But  I  humbly  intreat  you^ 
Hon  :  to  preuent  it.  I  fliall  fit  down  fully  fatisfied 
by  your  Honours  Sentence,  or  by  the  Sentence  of 
the  Dukes  reall  Friend  whom  your  Hon  :  fliall  ap- 
point. It  is  known  that  I  haue  euer bin  for  the  Duke's 
Intereft  if  they  had  don  fo  too,  we  had  not  bin  fo 
many  Yeares  without  a  Generall  Court,  and  what 
kind  of  Court  they  are  like  to  keepe,  and  what 
Juftice  I  am  like  to  haue  from  them  (as  Things  go 
now)  your  Hon :  I  doubt  not  wil  eafily  conceiue ; 
and  now.  Right  Honourable,  if  I  and  my  Friends 
might  injoy  fo  much  Happinefs  as  to  fo  but  a  Line 
or  two  of  your  Honour's  Pleafure,  it  would  affuredly 
bring  much  Joy  to  your  unworthy  Petitioner  ;  Yea, 
it  would  certainly  reuiue  our  Spirits  in  this  Time  of 
Trouble,  til  fom  of  vs  might  haue  that  happy 
Opertunity  to  appear  before  your  Hon  :  againe. 
And  thus  humbly  befeeching  your  Hon  :  that  in 
your  Wifdom  you  would  be  pleafed  fo  to  conlider 
of  my  Age  and  Inability,  as  to  pas  by  my  rude 
Manner  of  Writing,  I  humbly  leaue  this  my  Pe^tion 
with  your  Hon.  and  reft. 

You^  humble  Petitioner,  and  unworthy  Servant, 
who  always  account  it  his  Duty  to  pray  for 
you^  Honour's  Welfare  here,  and  eternal  Hap- 
pinefs hereafter. 


Dated  March  27^\  167^. 
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Right  Honourable  : 

We  whofe  Names  are  here  fubfcribed,  do  verily 
believe  that  we  ave  Peter  Ffoulgers  Cafe  examined 
and  judged,  by  your  Hon  :  or  any  other  of  his 
Royall  Highnefs  Officers  whome  your  Hon  :  flial 
apoynt  (except  at  the  Vineyard)  his  Offence  wil  be 
found  nought  elle,  but  ftanding  for  his  Royal  High- 
nes  Intereft  and  Gouernment. 

Letter  from  Thomas  Macy  to  the  Gouer?tor. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxv.  Sec.  Office] 

Nantucket,  May  9,  1676. 
May  it  pleafe  yo^  Hon^,  where  yo^  Goodneffe 
have  bin  fuch  as  to  fend  fo  after  us  to  know  how 
tis  with  us  in  thefe  troublefome  and  dangerous 
Times,  wherein  o^  Neighbours  have  fo  greatly  fuf- 
fered  and  we  as  yet  through  the  Goodneffe  of  God 
are  free,  thefe  are  to  returne  Thanks  the  fame  of 
yo^  Vigilancy  we  doubt  not,  hath  conduced  to  Or 
Peace  thefe  rude  Lines  are  to  give  yo^"  Hon^*  an 
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Accompt  how  Things  are  and  haue  bin  with  us  :  a 
conliderable  Company  of  Indians  haue  formerly 
owned  themfelues  Phihp's  Men,  but  fnvce  the  Wars 
began  they  haue  feemingly  we  hope  declared  them- 
felves  againft  him.  We  haue  carried  odelues 
towards  them  manifefting  no  Diftruft  and  Things 
haue  bin  orderly  carried  among  them  :  oncly  we 

haue  heard  now  and  then  a  Word  from  

which  we  haue  not  liked  but  haue  ouerlooked  the 
fame.  And  I  doubt  not  but  we  may  enjoy  Peace  (if  op- 
sins hinder  not)  fo  long  as  we  can  keep  ftrong 
Liquor  from  them.  Yo^'  Hon^"  may  vnderfliand  that 
fome  that  dwell  elfewhere  haue  fome  Yeares  paft 
fent  Goods  to  trade  with  the  Indians  vpon  the 
accompt  of  Fifliing,  and  otherwife  and  great  quanti- 
ties of  ftrong  Liquor  haue  bin  fent  and  notwith- 
ftanding  all  orders  and  care  about  it  to  p'hibit  it 
hath  bin  one  way  or  other  difpofed  to  the  Indians 
which  hath  occafioned  great  Abufe  and  Diforder, 
but  fince  the  Warrs  began  they  haue  not  had 
much  :  the  laft  Fall  the  Court  tooke  into  their 
Poffeffion  all  on  the  Illand  and  difpofed  of  it  by 
fmall  quantities  as  the  Owners  and  the  Englifli 
Neighbours  had  need,  and  becaufe  of  the  late 
Scarcity  little  hath  lately  come  : 

The  agent  here  that  carried  on  the  Trade  for  the 
Gentlemen  hath  bargained  with  the  Indians  to  giue 
each  Man  a  dram  before  they  go  out  to  fifliing  in 
the  Morning;  but  vnder  that  p'tence  mucli  Abufe 
have  bin,  but  refpecting  the  p'lent  Voyage  a  fmall 
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Quantity  came,  about  i6  Gallons  which  was  carried 
to  Indians.  It  fo  came  to  paffe  that  a  Sloop 
came  to  my  Hono^  Coufni  Mr.  Mayhew  from  the 
Hon^^^^  Councell,  and  Mr.  Mayhew  lent  to  me  the 
Order  that  prohibited  ftrong  Drink  being  carried  to 
any  Indian  Plantation,  which  Order  came  to  my 
Hand  the  6  day  of  the  Week,  and  I  prefently  went 
to  Houfe  of  him  that  had  carried  the  Liquor 
afore  mentioned  to  y^  Indians ;  and  carry ed  the 
Order  with  me  but  finding  him  not  at  Home  left  a 
Warrant  at  the  Houfe  requireing  him  in  his  Ma"^^^  to 
fetch  away  the  Liquor  carried  to  y^^  Indians  :  but 
flighted  and  not  at  all  obeyed,  but  the  Liquor  fpent 
there  as  I  Anderftand.  The  Monday  following  I 
caufed  the  Order  to  be  read  in  the  Town  Meeting", 
which  fome  greatly  difliked,  as  I  vnderftood. 

My  humble  Requefh  is,  a  Word  or  two  from 
yo^  Hon  :  about  it.  Sir,  concerning  the  Peace  we 
hitherto  enjoy,  I  cannot  imagine  it  could  haue  bin 
if  ftrong  Liquor  had  bin  among  the  Indians,  as 
formerly :  for  my  owne  y^  I  haue  bin  to  y^  vtmoft 
an  oppofed  of  the  Trade  thefe  38  Yeares,  and  I 
verily  belieue  (refpedling  the  Indians)  tis  the  only 
Ground  of  the  miferable  p'fent  Ruine  to  both  Na- 
tions ;  for  tis  that  hath  kept  them  from  Civility, 
they  haue  bin  by  the  drunken  Trade  kept  all  the 
while  like  wild  13eares  and  Wolves  in  the  Wilder- 
nefe ;  concerning  my  vnderftanding  in  the  Matter 
I  haue  now  fent  to  Gouerno^  Leueret,  y^^  which  I 
hope  may  come  to  publicke  View  &c.    But  re- 
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fpe6ting  the  p'fent  Times  and  State  of  Things,  I 
humbly  entreat  if  in  yo^  Wifdom  you  fliall  fee  meet 
to  make  a  ftrict  Law  or  Order  refpecting  o''  Hand  to 
p'hibit  any  VefTel  whatfoever  that  lhall  come  in  y^ 
Harbor  to  fell  or  giue  any  ftrong  Drink  more  or 
lefs  to  any  Indian  vnder  a  penalty,  and  to  Command 
or  Order  the  Gouernor  here  to  search  all  Veffels  for 
ftrong  Drink  and  either  to  caufe  the  Mafter  or  Mer- 
chant to  carry  away  or  take  into  culfody  fo  much  as 
they  iudge  may  be  needfull  for  the  moderate  vfe  of  the 
Englifli  here,  or  for  Indians  in  cafe  of  diftreffe,  &c. 
and  according  to  y^  difcreffion  of  the  Court  to  put 
it  in  the  Hands  of  fome  Man  or  Men  that  may  be 
judged  faithfull  by  fmall  quantities,  dilpofe  as  be 
needed,  for  tho  y^  Traders  it  may  be  do  not  difpofe 
of  much  to  yc  Indians,  yet  many  of  the  Inhabitants 
do  frequently  purchafe  it  p'tending  for  their  own 
vfe  and  fel  it  to  Indians.  An  Order  from  yo^ 
Honi*.  ^{\\  be  of  greater  Force  than  any  we  can 
make  tho  left  too  Liberty  herein ;  and  whereas  in 
yo^  Letter  to  Mr.  Mayhew  you  giue  Liberty  to 
difpofe  of  Powder  to  trufty  Indians  for  their  necef- 
fary  vse,  we  judge  it  were  better  for  us  wholly  to 
p'hibit,  for  tho  fome  here  we  apprehend  may  be 
confided  in,  yet  fo  to  diftinguilh  will  giue  great 
Offence,  yet  by  priuate  Inftrudlions  yo^'  Hon^  may 
referre  something  to  y^  difcreffion  of  the  Gouernor, 
refpecting  contingent  Accidents  in  reference  to ...  . 
and  Peace,  not  further  Trouble  at  p'fent  I  commend 
you  y^  weighty  Affaires  committed  to  yo' 
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management  to   of  the  only  wise  God 

and  remaine 

Yo''  Seruant  at  Command, 


Letter  fro7n  John  Gardner  to  the  Gouer?2or, 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS.  xxvi.  Sec.  Office.] 

Right  Honor abe II : 

May  it  Please  your  Honor. 

Duty  and  Love  Commands;  nefefity  constra- 
ynes  :  and  your  Honours  Wifdome  and  Care  of  us 
embouldens  mee  once  more  to  petiflition  and 
enforme  your  Honor  of  our  prefent  State :  First, 
that  there  hath  bene  an  unhapy  diferance  Amongft 
us ;  beyond  before  my  coming  to  this  Hand ;  and 
fmce  not  decrefed,  is  to  Evident :  the  Grounds 
whereof  I  belieue  your  Honor  was  neuer  yet 
Rightly  Enformed  of,  and  at  my  Laft  being  be- 
fore your  Honor,  could  not  then  well  do  it  by 
Reafon  of  your  Honors  Expedition  for  Delaware ; 
but  I  did  then  hope  at  your  Honors  Returne,  to 
haue  gone  through  al  Things  as  it  then  was  :  but 
the  unhapy  Indian  War  unexpectedly  breaking  out : 
hath  hitherto  hindred,  that  Maters  are  now 
groune  much  worfe  than  before: 

If  I  may,  therefor.  Humbly  Entreat  your  Honors 
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Patience  a  lltell,  I  fliall  as  Breafly  as  poflabelly  I 
can,  giue  your  Honor  the  fhorte  of  it,  and  leaue 
it  more  fully  to  be  don  when  I  fliall  find  the 
Hapines  againe  to  ftand  before  your  Honor  :  And 
now  Right  Honorabell,  that  there  was  fum  kind 
of  Purchafe  of  Mr.  Mayhew  by  fum  Gentlemen 
liueing  in  the  Mafachufets,  of  Liberty  to  plant 
vpon  this  Hand;  and  after  that,  the  Purchas  of  fum 
Land  of  the  Indian  Right  fuch  as  it  was ;  and  a 
part  of  theas  Purchafers  came  to  Inhabit,  Taking 
in  fum  other  Inhabitance  with  them  on  Termes  as 
agreed  one:  this  is.  .  .  .c  Leave  :  But  his  Royall 
Ilighnefs  haueing  obtained  his  Royall  Grant  from 
his  Royall  Majefty  together  with  all  other  Titells 
being  Refigned  over  to  him  and  Generall  Nickels 
rightfully  Taking  Pofleffion  for  his  Ryall  Highnes, 
and  Gouerning  hear  for  a  Time,  as  your  Honor 
well  know  did  lend  a  verball  Mefage  to  the  Inhabit- 
ance, and  all  Perfons  conferned  on  this  Hands,  to 
apear  before  him  to  make  out  there  Claymes,  and 
Refeue  ther  Land  by  Athority  of  his  Ryall  High- 
nes as  the  Law  directs,  which  Mefage  was  fo  far 
flighted  as  to  take  no  noties  of  it. 

After  this,  the  Right  Honorabell  Cor^l  Loflas^ 
coming  Gouernor ;  did  again  fend  out  his  Warrant 
for  Perfons  here  Conferned  to  apear  before  him 
within  fouer  Months  to  make  out  ther  Claymes : 
and  to  Refeue  their  Land  by  Athority  from  his 
Ryall  Highnes  or  Elce  all  ther  Claymes  fhould  be 


^  Lovelace. 
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ever  after  voyd  to  all  Intents.  The  Copy  of  this  was 
fent  to  thofe  of  the  Purchafers  yet  in  the  Mafetiifets: 
and  the  Inhabitance  haear  wayted  on  them  about 
one  Yeare  after  the  Time  giuen  them  before  they 
mad  ther  Apearance  Acording  to  Warrant :  Refeiv- 
ing  no  Anfwer  nether  was  ther  euer  aney  Anfwer 
to  this  day  or  aney  Apearance ;  for  them  to  fay  our 
Malatufetts  Mailers  as  will  abondantly  Apeare. 
Now  heare  comes  in  the  Ground  of  all  our  difer- 
ance,  that  feuerall  of  the  Inhabitance  joyned  with 
the  Purchafers,  afirming  that  this  ther  ould  Titell 
as  Good,  and  that  they  need  not  to  take  the  Titell 
from  his  Ryall  Plighnefs  as  the  Law  deredls,  and 
that  it  was  ther  one  before.  On  the  managing  of 
this  Difpute  hath  many  Things  fallen  on  as  fum 
of  us  judge  derigatory  to  his  Ryall  Majefty's 
Athority,  and  his  Ryall  Highnes  Propriety  and 
Gourment,  which  will  beter  Apear  by  the  Evidencs 
in.  .  .  .fefone.  Thes  Things  hath  wrougt  fuch  Re- 
fiftance  in  Agit'tion  that  we  are  now  Gone  juft  to 
Diftracktion.  .  in  that  of  the  Gouerment  that  is 
amongft  us. 

Mr.  Macy  and  his  Relations  though  formerly 
aferted  his  Ryall  Highnes  Propriety  and  Intreft 
nowjoyne  with  that  Party  as  we  judge  opofe  it, 
and  fum  Perfons  now  came  out  of  the  Bay  of 
thofe.  ...  Purchefers  as  Sojouners  for  a  Time  by 
Refon  of  the  Indian  War,  fo  they  now  haueing 
the  biger  Party  liear,  mould  all  Things  after  ther 
Plefuer,  or  at  Left  Endeuer  it,  but  which  is  worfe 
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than  all  this,  Peter  Cofen  and  James,  Soyourners 
for  a  Time,  haueing  ther  Mouths  full  of  thofe  vile 
Reports,  thay  windy  of  your  Honors  being  report- 
ed to  be  the  Indians  Abeter  in  the  War  againft  the 
Englifh,  aleging  it  publeckly,  as  a  Ground  why 
we  might  not  folow  your  Honors  Order  according 
to  the  Law,  in  helping  the  Indians  as  the  Law 
derid:s  ;  and  this  thay  preft  with  vyolence  in  words. 
I  gaue  them  this  Anfwer  after  fum  others,  that  I 
did  beleue  that  it  would  neuer  apear  that  your 
vnfpoted  Honor  had  euer  afifted  the  Indians,  or 
ben  the  Abeter  of  his  Magefties  or  the  Englifli 
Enemies.  Peter  Cofen  ani'wered,  then  hee  was 
baily  belyed,  in  a  reprochfull  Maner  as  could 
well  be  without  pofitiue  Afirming  of  it : — further 
following  this  Difcorfe  with  vere  high  Words.  Mr. 
Macy  being  b)^,  and  heard  all  thes  Things,  but 
could  not  find  one  Word  in  your  Honors  Vindi- 
cation or  Stop  to  ther  Vyolence,  though  aferted 
himfelef  to  be  a  Chef  Magiftrate.  The  Stream  now 
Running  that  way,  Peter  Cofen  now  chofen  a 
Magiftrat  hear,  though  now  in  Comifion  the  Bay, 
and  Debity  of  ther  Generall  Court,  as  I  am  enform- 

ed.  .  ,  .  ,  .Spirit  being  with  wicked  

againft  your  Honor  as  is  to  coman  in  ther  Black 
Mouths  in  that  Country  tog  .  .  .with  others  highly 
fpereted  ftoutly  to  Afert  ther  ould  Title  in  Oppofi- 
tion  to  his  Ryall  Highnes  Propriety,  other  ways 

of  Mr.  Macy  ftill  aferting  your  Honors  Com- 

iffion  being  unqueftionabely  Ciood  according  to  the 
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Time  but  now  fince .  .    .  the  Aloted  him  is  out,  we 

yet  wilhng  to  fubmit  to  what  Purpofe  and  is 

when  in  this  Majefties  Name,  and  for  the  prclent 

 fufer  till  wee  may  find  Releuefe,  as  your 

Honors  Wifdom  fliall  dire6l.  And  now  Right  Hon- 
orabell  the  Mefuer  we  haue  already  met  with  by  thefe 
Men  . .  .  .fumthing  Apear  by  Peter  Foulgers  Petition, 
and  for  my  feluef  I  haue  haluef  a  Barell  of  Rom 
taken  from  me,  and  difpofed  of  after  ther  Plefuer, 
for  what  Refon  I  profes  I  know  not,  but  becaufe 
it  was  myne.  (This  was  done  cheafly  by  Mr.  Macy 
and  his  Sone  Worth.)  I  haue  defiered  the  Confta- 
bell  to  giue  me  a  Copy  of  the  Warrant  by  which 
he  took  it  from  mee,  but  I  cannot  obtaine  it,  and 

from  Mr.  Macy  cane  haue  no  Anfwer.  But  

of  Releuef  in  its  fefon  ;  but  for  the  Prefent  haue 
expedied  dayly  the  Prilon  to  be  my  Portion,  I  be- 
ing Highly  Guilty  of  that  great  Sine  of  Aferting 
his  Ryall  Highnefs  Juftes.  .  .  .  and  Propriety  accord- 
ing to  Law,  as  fum  count  it,  but  I  hope  not  all. 

Amongft  the  Indians,  there  has  ben  Great  Dif- 
turbence  of  late,  by  Relon  of  feueral  Laws,  mad 
and  Publifhed  amongft  them  by  our  new  Magif- 
trates,  and  it  rofe  fo  highe,  that  one  of  the  Indians 
Sachems  tould  me,  thay  could  not  forbear  but  muft 
fight,  if  thefe  Laws  wear  proficuted  one  them,  and 
no  pafiifuing  of  them,  but  by  afiuring  them  of  his 
Majefty's  Reall  Care  in  Proteckting  them  from 
wrong,  together  by  begeting  in  them  a  high  Efteme 
of  your  Honour,  that  you  haue  always  taken  care 
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that  they  fhall  haue  eqnall  and  that  upon 

the  juft  Complaints,  find  out  Relcaef,  to  which 

they  fay,  thay  are  fully  Satesfied,  and  are  allways 
willing  to  ly  downe  by  your  Honors  Plefuer,  but 
canot  beleue  that  it  is  from  your  Honor,  that 
Bofton  Men  fliould  be  ther  Jugcs, — that  to  fpeak 
ther  one  Words,  fay  and  beleue  to  M afters  heard 
.  .  .by  Boys,  as  they  call  young  Men  in  this  Cafe. 
But  hear  are  fom  of  them  now  gone  to  your  Honor, 
defiring  me  to  wright  in  their  Behaluef,  by  home 
I  fpofe  your  Honor  will  vnderftand  at  Large  ther 
bufnes  that  I  am  a  Stranger  to  ;  but  AfTuers  them 
of  your  Honors  Redynes  to  hear  and  dow  them 
Right  without  an  Advocat ;  and  of  them  is  one 
Hardy,  that  fent  your  Honor  a  Girdell  of  Peague 
the  laft  Year  by  Capt.  Philipfon.  Pie  is  a  popelar 
Man  amongft  the  Indians  here,  and  is  as  good  a 
Wite  we  judge  as  any  is  amongft  them.  I  queftion 
not  but  your  Honors  Wifdom  will  fo  Carry  it 
towards  them,  as  will  abundantly  Ratify  our  hitherto 
continued  Peace,  and  if  your  Honor  fhall  be  Pleafed 
to  fauor  vs  but  with  your  Word  to  the  Mafter  of  aney 
Vefell  to  give  them  Pafage  back,  and  land  them 
any  where  on  the  Vynyard  which  will  be  in  ther 
Way ;  your  Honor  will  aboundently  Oblidge  your 
vnworthy  Seruant  heare.  And  now  Right  Honora- 
bell,  my  Humble  Petition  is,  that  your  Wifdom  will 
Pardon  my  Bouldnes,  and.  .  .  .  Difcorfe,  not  being 
abell  to  giue  a  breafe  Acounte  in  Truth  of  our 
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Mifery,  being  but  a  Touch  of  what  will  1  queftioii 

not,  hearafter  more  fully  apear  

I  fhall  be  vnder  your  Honors  Senfuer,  knowing 
my  one  Integrity  in  what  I  hear  Aferte,  my  Sole 
refting  in  your  Honor's  Wifdom,  in  ordering  Ma- 
ters fo,  as  will  be  for  the  futer  Peace.  One  Word 
more,  I  would  humbly  entreat  Fauor  in ;  due 
Refpe^l  of  Peter  Folger,  who  now  Remayne  a 
Prifoner,  for  no  other  Reafon  except  the  ould  Cafe 
as  Abues,  but  not  Apering  to  ther  fo,  ther  being 
not  aboue  i  an  Plour  from  the  Time  of  the  Sumons 
till  the  Conftable  fechet  him,  I  verely  beleue,  vpon 
which  his  Indictment  and  Sentence  was,  a  Copy 
wherof  Peter  Folger  will  Prefent  your  Honor  with  ; 
and  now  muft  Remayn  a  Prifoner  except  your 
Honors  fauer  Grant  a  Releace,  til  he  may  fland 
before  your  Honor  which  is  his  defier,  wher  I 
verely  beleue  his  O  fence  will  be  found  not  Elce  in 
Reality,  but  Standing  to  mayntayne  his  Ryall 
Highnefs  Propriety  and  Gouernment,  to  which 
he  is  willing  to  Abid  your  Honors  Senfuer.  Wee 
hear,  our  Mafters  hear  Intend,  to  haue  him  Remoued 
hence  to  the  Generall  Corte  at  the  Vynuard,  which 
we  look  at,  as  from  the  frying  Pane  to  the  Fier. 
Ther  intrinfick  magnetick  Vertu,  haueing  fo  great 
a  north  Inclination. ^  So  Beging  once  more.  Pardon 
and  Fauor  from  your  Honor,  if  I  might  be  but  bleft 
with  but  one  Line  of  your  Honors  Pleafuer  hearin, 

^  Alluding  to  their  preference  for  the  Mallacjuileib  Auiliority. 


[no] 

for  which  I  fliall  euer  praye  for  your  Honour's 
Everlafting  Hapines,  in  which  I  fliall  Rejoyce  that 
I  may  Subfcribe  myfeluef,  your  Honors  Obediente 
Seruant, 

^^^^^^^^^^-^ ^o^oj^ — 
From  Nantucket  the  15  March,  76  :  77. 


Sentence  of  Capt.  John  Gardner. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxvi.  Sec.  Office] 

Whereas  this  Court  taking  into  confideration 
how  they  might  beft  maintain  his  Majefties  Au- 
thoritie  in  this  Court,  efpetially  with  relation  to 
the  Heathen  among  whom  it  was  vulgarly 
Rumored  that  there  was  no  Gouernment  on 
Nantuckett,  and  haueing  good  Caufe  to  fufpedt,  the 
fame  to  proceed  originally  from  fome  Englifli  in- 
ftigating  them,  or  by  their  pradlife  incouraging 
them  in  the  fame,  to  the  great  Danger  of  cauhng 
Infurred:ion  : 

This  Court  Refpedling  the  fame,  faw  Good  to 
fend  for  Capt.  John  Gardner,  who  had  at  the 
Quarter  Court,  refufed  to  appear  being  fummoned, 
and  had  refufed  to  afift  the  Conftable  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  his  office,  vppon  his  Command,  to  make 
his  Appearance  to  Anlwer  the  fame,  in  purfuance 
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whereof,  the  Court  fending  the  Marfliall  twice  for 
him  with  a  Warrant  refufed  to  come,  the  Marfliall 
afterwards  fetching  him  by  Force,  when  he  came 
to  the  Court,  demeaned  himfelf  mod  irreverently, 
fitting  down  with  his  Hat  on,  taking  no  Notice  of 
the  Court,  behaveing  himfelf  fo  both  in  Words  and 
Gefture,  as  declared  great  Contempt  of  Authoritie  of 

this  Court,  tending  Authoritie  the 

Incouragement  of  others,  and  efpetially  the  Heathen 

who   before  by  fome  eivill  Spiritt  perfvvaded 

that  there  was  no  Authoritie,  were  hardly  difwaded 
from  ufeing  Violence ;  the  Compofeing  whereof 
was  the  principall  Caufe  of  the  Court  prefent 
Setting ;  this  Court  haue  therefore  thought  good 
for  upholding  and  maintaining  the  Peace  and  Tran- 
quillitie  of  this  Place,  which  is  lb  greatly  indangered 
by  a  fuch  a  Prefident^  of  fuch  Note,  and  at  fuch  a 
Time,  by  fuch  a  Practice  to  difcountenance  fuch 
Pracflices,  and  deterring  others  from  the  Like,  haue 
Refolued  and  do  therefore  order :  That  Capt.  John 
Gardner  fliall  pay  a  Fine  of  ten  Pounds  in  Money, 
or  Something  equivalent  thereunto  into  the  Treas- 
urie  and  is  disfranchifed  alfo  : 

This  is  a  true  Coppie  Taken  out  of  the  Record 
of  the  Generall  Court  houlden  at  Nantuckett, 
June  the  5^^^  1677:  By  me, 

^  Precedent. 
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Appeal  of  Capt,  John  Gardner. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxvi.  Sec.  Office] 

Mr.  Thomas  Mayhew  and  Gentlemen  all  fuch 
as  are  his  Magiefties  Lawfull  and  Rightfully  Eftab- 
lillied  Officers  with  all  due  Honour  falut  you. 

Whereas,  I  haue  ben  twice  feched  out  of  my 
Houfe  by  Warr^  under  the  Name  of  a  Generall 
Corte,  and  highly  charged  with  contempt  of  his 
Magefties  Athority,  the  which  I  am  fo  far  from 
oftering  the  Leaft  Countenanc  vnto  :  that  I  defier 
not  Longer  to  Lieue  then  to  be  Ready  to  Sacrefice 
my  Liufe  and  Fortains  for  the  maintaining  of  it, 
but  as  to  my  Actuall  Obedience  to  a  Generall  Corte, 
I  dow  not  vnderftand  of  aney  ther  can  be  heare  at 
this  Time ;  by  Refon  of  the  Perfons  hear  of  our 
Hand  that  tack  vpon  them  the  Gouernment  at 
this  Time  haueing  not  aney  Lawfull  Athority 
Acording  to  his  Excelences  the  Gouernors  Inftruc- 
tions,  fo  far  as  I  can  vnderftand  fo  to  dow,  and 
that  for  thes  Refons,  firft,  for  Mr.  Macy  himfeluef 
haueing  at  feuerall  Times,  and  in  open  Town  Met- 
ing, declared  that  his  Comiftion  would  be  out  on 
the  I  3  day  of  October  Laft,  and  that  he  fliould  not 
ftand  on  Day  longer  fince  which  Time  I  neuer  yet 
heard  of  aney  Rel'ewed  Comiftiones  he  haue  had. 
2b' ,  Nathaniel  Barnard  as  is  Afirmcd  by  mancy  had 
not  a  Major  vote  and  then  not  chofen  :  1})'  ^  I  vn- 
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derftand  not  how  Mr.  Peter  Cofen  whllft  in  Com- 
miftion  at  Bofton,  as  I  have  heard  he  was,  could 
be  chofen  heare,  with  feuerall  other  Refons  I  haue 
to  offer  to  his  Honour  the  Gouernor  on  this  Acount : 
and  for  thes  Refons  I  could  not  but  be  all  together 
pafife  in  my  Obedience  at  this  Time ;  but  fliall  not 
opofe,  but  if  his  Excelency  the  Gouernor  fliall  one 
this  to  be  by  his  Majefty's  Corte,  as  it  is  now  con- 
ftituted,  I  dow  then  apeale  vnto  the  Corte  of  Afize 
at  New  Yorke  from  the  Sentance  declared  againft 
me,  and  fhall  folow  the  Order  the  Law  injoins  me 
therin. 


This  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Paper 
deliuered  Mr.  Mayhcw  at  the 
Cort  at  Nantucket. 


YtN/^cU^  


Decifw7t  071  the  Cafe  of  John  Gardner. 

[Council  Minutes,  iii,  p.  164,  Sec.  Oflicc.] 

At  a  Councell,  Aug^  3^,  1677. 
Upon  reading  feverall  Lett^s  ^nd  Orders  of  Nan- 
tuckett  fmce  there  Gen^H  Co^^  kept  there  i^^  begin- 
ning of  June,  and  feverall  Perfons  of  f^  Ifland  called 
upon  and  heard  relating  to  the  fame,  and  all  taken 
into  Confideracon,  Mr.  Matthew  Mayhew  author- 
ized from  f^  Co^'^  not  being  come,  Reiblved  and 
Ordered  by  the  Governor  in  Councell, 

15 


[  "4] 


That  Mr.  Tho  :  Macy  continue  Chief  Magif- 
trate.^ 

That  all  further  Proceedings  againft  Capt.  John 
Gardner  upon  Comp^^  of  the  Conftable  for  Con- 
tempt, &c.,  as  alfo  Mr.  Triftram  Coffin  Sen^  and 
Mr.  John  Swaine  Sen^',  at  their  late  Gen^^^  Co'^  at 
Nantuckett  from  the  5^^^  to  the  16^^^  day  of  June 
*  laft  paft,  on  pretence  of  a  Deed  burnt  or  deftroyed, 
bee  fufpended  till  further  Order,  to  be  taken  afore 
Winter,  or  as  foone  as  may  be  ;  during  which  Time 
all  Perfons  to  forbear  Intermedling  Speeches  or  Ac- 
tions, or  any  Aggravations  whatfoever,  at  their 
Perrills. 

The  Matter  of  Complaint  againft  Peter  Fulger, 
Clarke  of  the  Co''^  there,  to  bee  likewife  fufpended 
till  further  Order. 

Order  about  Capt  John  Gardner  a?td  Peter 
Ffoulger. 

[Warrants,  Orders,  Paflcs,  &c.,  iii,  267,  Secretary's  Office.] 

By  the  Governonr  : 

Whereas  I  did  by  Advice  of  my  Councell  the 
third  of  Auguft  laft,  fufpend  any  further  Proceed- 
ings againft  Capt.  John  Gardner,  complained  of  by 
the  Conftable,  and  Mr.  Triftram  Coffin  Sen'*  &c., 

^  Triflram  Coffin  was  commiffiioned  as  Chief  Magillratc  of  Nantucket. 
Sept.  16,  1677.  ^ 
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till  further  Orders,  which  the  Yeare  being  fo  farre 
fpent  is  nott  like  to  bee  till  next  Sumer ;  this  is 
further  by  Advice  of  my  Councell  to  lignifie  and 
Order  any  or  all  Proceedings  in  laid  Alatters  for  his 
Disfranchifement  or  Fine  upon  faid  Accompt  void 
and  null,  as  being  illegall,  beyound  your  Authority, 
and  only  peculiar  to,  if  in  the  Power  of  the  highell 
Judicature  in  thefe  Parts ;  and  if  Peter  Foulger's 
Cafe,  which  is  by  you  remitted  to  the  Court  of 
Afizes,  come  not  afore  next  Court,  doe  Order  the 
remitting  Proceedings  of  both  Cafes  to  the  Go- 
vernour  and  Councell,  by  the  firll  good  Convenience 
for  further  Order,  binding  the  Partys  over  to  anfwer 
when  call'd  ;  and  if  in  the  meane  Time  they  or  any 
other  fliould  milbehave  themfelves,  may  further 
proceed  againft  them  according  to  Law. 

Given  under  my  Pland  and  Scale  in  New  Yorke 
this  2  1^^^  of  September,  1677. 

E.  Andross. 

To  the  Magijlratcs  of  the  Particular  and 
Gcncrall  Court  att  Nantuckctt. 

Note. — Mr.  Gardner,  in  a  Memorial  dated  Mar. 
16,  1678,  gives  the  following  Account  of  what 
occurred  upon  his  prefenting  the  above  to  Mr.  May- 
hew  :  Three  Days  after  hee  came  to  my  Loging 
in  as  great  Paflion  as  I  judge  a  Man  could  well  be, 
acufing  me  highly  wherein  I  was  wholly  inofent, 
and  not  proued  though  endeuered.  Mr.  Mayhew 
tacking  this  Opertunity  to  vente  him  feluef  as  fol- 
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loweth,  telling  mee  I  had  bin  at  Yourke  but  fliould 
lofe  my  Labor ;  that  if  the  Gouernor  did  unwind 
he  would  wind ;  and  that  he  would  make  my  Fine 
and  Disfranchifement  to  abid  on  mee  dow  the 
Gouernor  what  he  would ;  that  he  had  nothing 
againft  me,  neither  was  angry,  but  that  I  had  fpocken 
againft  his  Intereft,  and  I  fhould  downe,  with  maney 
more  Words  of  like  Natuer,  but  to  loung  hear  to 
enfert ;  and  when  I  came  Home  to  Nantucket,  I 
found  the  fame  Mind  and  Refolution  there  alfo." 

The  Governour's  Order  was  difregarded,  under 
the  Pretence  that  it  had  been  given  without  a 
Knowledge  of  the  Fa6ts,  and  the  Court  proceeded 
to  fell  Cattle  to  fatisfy  the  Fine.  Notwithftanding 
his  Disfranchifement,  Gardner  was  eledled  an  Af- 
fiftant  in  1680,  for  which  the  Town  was  held  to 
Anfwer  at  the  General  Court,  and  feveral  Letters 
on  both  fides  are  preferved,  in  which  the  bitterefb 
Feeling  is  expreffed.  He  was  commiflioned  as 
Chief  Magiftrate  of  the  Illand  Nov.  10,  1680, 
April  27,  1682,  and  June  2,  1684. 

Laws  appointed  hy  the  General  Court  at 
Martin's  Vineyard. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS.  xxix,  Sec.  Office] 

June  3^^,  1680. 
Ordered  by  this  Court,  that  in  rel'pedl  to  the 
great  Difference  in  the  Conftitution  of  tliefe  Places, 
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each  Town  fliall  have  Power  to  order  what  Fences 
fhall  be  accounted  iufficient  in  their  refpedlive 
Townes ;  which  Orders  fliall  be  accounted  good 
and  pleadable  in  relation  to  any  Trefpals. 

For  prevention  of  much  Mifdemeanure  which 
Ibme  take  occalion  to  practice  on  the  Lord's  Day, 
or  firft  Day  of  the  Week,  by  Reafon  of  the  Abfence 
of  moft  People  from  their  Habitations,  and  fuch 
Temptations  as  vagrant  Perfons  are  expofed  to 
thereby,  this  Court  doe  order  that  no  Perion  pre- 
fume  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or  hrll  Day  of  the  Week, 
to  be  abfent  from  their  Houfes,  or  ufuall  Places  of 
Abode,  unlefs  at  fome  publique  Meeting,  for  the 
Worfhippe  of  God,  or  upon  neceffary  and  unevitable 
Neceffitie,  uppon  Penalty  of  paying  five  Shillings 
for  every  fuch  Offence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Marfl^iall  fliall  be  allowed  2^  6^ 
per  diem,  for  attending  the  Court,  befides  his  Fees. 

Ordered,  That  the  Court  fhall  be  accommodated 
and  provided  for  during  their  fetting  at  the  Charge 
of  the  Country. 

Ordered,  That  in  all  Cafes  that  the  Decifion  is 
left  to  any  Magiflrate  or  Ailiftant  the  Party  if  ag- 
grieved may  require  a  Jury,  if  he  denieth  the  Fad:. 
This  is  a  true  Coppie,  as  atteft. 

Secret. 
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Decijion  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  held  at 
Nantucket. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS,  xxix.  Sec.  Ofiice.] 

At  a  Court  of  Admiralty^  held  att  the  IJland  of  Nantuckctt 
ye  twenty-eighth  day  of  Augujl,  by  his  Mamies  Athority, 
in  the  thirty-Jecond  Ycarc  of  the  Reiagne  of  our  Sove- 
rcigne  Lord  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  in  the  Yearc 
of  our  Lord  on  thoufand  Jix  hundred  and  eighty. 
Prcjent,  Capt"  Cefar  Knapton, 
Captn  Richard  Hall, 
ISlr  John  Wcjt, 

Capt  John  Gardner,  Magijlratc. 

Mr.  Triftram  Coffin,  late  Magiftrate,  being  called 
to  give  an  Accoumpt  of  what  was  faued  out  of  the 
Rack  of  a  French  Ship-,  cafh  away  on  this  Ifland  by 
fome  of  Capt.  Bernard  Lamoyn's  Men,  about  the 
latter  Part  of  the  Yeare  feventy-eight,  declared  he 
had  formerly  giuen  an  Accoumpt,  which  being 
produfed  and  read,  it  appeared  that  thare  ware 
faued  out  of  the  faid  Rack  two  thoufand  and  fixteen 
Hydes,  which  he  confefleth  are  diipofed  of  by  his 
Order,  Alowance  and  Aprobation,  and  by  Informa- 
tion giuen,  we  valleu  at  fouer  Shillings  per  Hyde, 

^  The  Commiffion  of  Capt.  Cxfar  Knapton,  Capt.  Richard  Hall,  and 
Mr.  John  Weft,  with  the  Magiftrate  of  Nantucket,  for  holding  this  Court, 
was  hTued  June  26,  1680.  (Gen.  Entries,  xxii,  91,  Sec.  Ofiice.) 

^  This  Ship  was  wrecked  on  Nantucket  Shoals  in  September,  1678. 
Upon  hearing  that  Portions  of  the  Cargo  and  Rigging  were  being  carried 
away.  Gov.  Andros  iffued  an  Order,  Oct.  2;;  of  that  Year,  direding  the 
Magiftrates  to  prevent  Embezzlement  and  fccure  as  much  of  the  Properly 
as  poflible.  (Gen.  Entries,  xxii,  8,  Sec.  Ofiice.) 
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which  amounts  toe  fouer  hundred  and  three  Pounds 
fouer  ShilHngs ;  and  alfo  one  Cable  and  a  Pece, 
hkewife  lold  by  the  laid  Triftram  Coffin  at  forty 
fouer  Pounds ;  and  one  Sayle  at  fix  Pounds  ten 
ShilHngs;  and  two  Pecis  of  Hafers  at  eleuen  Pounds, 
and  an  Ancker  at  thirteen  Pounds ;  which  in  all 
amounts  toe  fouer  hundred  feventy-feuen  Pounds 
fourteen  Shillings,  for  which  no  Claime  hath  bin 
made  according  to  Law. 

This  Court  tharefore,  taking  into  Confideration 
the  Allowance  of  Salvage  of  faid  Goods,  and  vnder- 
ftanding  the  Difeculty  and  Hardihip  the  Sauers 
endured,  doe  alow  on  fifth  Part  tharcof  for  Salvage, 
according  to  Law,  which  amounts  toe  ninety-five 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  And  for  what  was  dilburfed 
by  the  faid  Triftram  Coffin  on  Accoumpt  of  fome 
Duch  Prilfoners  left  one  the  If! and,  and  what  was 
paid  by  him  to  William  Worth, ^  for  his  Wound, 
forty  Pound  one  Shilling.  In  all,  on  hundred  thirty- 
five  Pounds  eleauen  Shillino:s :  which  beino-  de- 
ducfled  out  of  the  faid  Sum  of  fower  hundred  feventy 
feauen  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings.  They  doe  ad- 
judge and  determine  that  the  faid  Coffin  doe  make 
Payment  and  Sattisfli(5tion  toe  the  Gouernor  or  his 
Order,  on  Accoumpt  of  his  Royall  Highnefs  to 
whom  by  Law  it  doth  appertaine  the  Remainder  of 
of  the  faid  Sum,  being  three  hundred  forty-three 
Pounds  ten  Shillings.  And  as  for  what  Guns  or 
Rigeing  or  other  Things  that  are  vndifpofed  of,  toe 

^  William  Worth,  in  a  Letter  dated  June  1 680,  denied  that  he  had 
recei\ed  any  Part  ofliis  Award.  (N.  Y.  CoL  MSS.,  xxix.) 
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be  apprifed  and  Salvage  to  be  alowed  as  aboue,  and 
to  be  fent  to  New  York  for  his  Royall  Highnefe 
vfe,  the  Salvage  toe  be  lickwife  paid  by  the  faid 
Coffin,  to  be  deduckted  out  of  the  three  hundred 
fourty-three  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  They  Court 
lickew^ife  declare  thare  Opinion  that  the  faid  Coffin's 
Adlings  Proceedings  in  difpofing  of  the  faid  Goods, 
are  contrary  to  Law. 

By  Order  of  the  Court,  &c. 

^V"j^/y^  Clerk. 

Tristram  Coffin     Sir  Edmond  Andros. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSB,  xxix.  Sec.  Office.] 

To  the  Right  Honrabcll  Scr  Edmund  Andros,  Knight,  Signcur 
of  Sajmaryoc^,  Lieut.  Gcncrall  vndcr  his  Royall  Hyncs 
James  Duke  of  York  and  Albany,  and  Gouernor  Generall  of 
all  his  Royall  Hynes  Tcrritorys  in  America.  Theje  Prejcnt. 
[External  Seal  Jlamped  with  a  Pine  Tree  Shilling.] 

Nantuckett,  30^^^  of  Auguft,  1680. 
Rig/it  Honerabcll  Sir : 

My  humbell  Service  prefented  vnto  your  Excel- 
lencye  humblie  fliewmg  my  hartie  Sorow  y^  I  Ihould 

^  The  Seigniory  or  Lordfliip  of  Siiufmarcs  ,on  tlic  Ifland  of  Gucrnfey, 
is  of  Norman  Origin  and  great  Antiquity,  and  had  become  \  cftcd  in  the 
Andros  Family  by  Intermarriage  with  diat  of  Saufmares.  Sir  Edmund 
Andros  was  a  Native  of  Gucrnfey,  where  he  filled  die  Office  of  Bailiff  a 
Ihort  Time  before  his  Departure  for  New  York,  in  Auguft  1674.  Per- 
fons  (jf  this  Name  were  refiding  in  this  Ifland  and  Alderjicy  as  late  as 
1798  ;  and  General  Brock,  who  fell  at  Oueenllon,  U.  C,^  in  181  2,  was 
a  Dcfcendant  of  this  Family.  (Moore's  Governors  of  New  Plymouth  and 
Maffiichufctts  Bay,  422.) 
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in  any  way  giue  your  Exelency  juft  occafion  of 
Offence,  as  I  now  plainly  fee,  in  adinge  contrary 
to  the  Law,  as  I  am  conuinced  I  did,  throw  Igno- 
rance in  regard  of  not  beinge  acquainted  with  the 
maretim  Lawes,  and  yet  I  humblie  intreat  your 
Exelency  to  confider  y^  in  on  Refpec^l  my  weeacknefs 
I  hope  may  bee  a  littell  born  with  :  for  I  did  tender 
diuerfe  Perlbnes  the  on  halfe  to  faue  the  other  halfe, 
and  I  could  not  get  any  to  doe  it ;  and  for  the  Hides 
I  could  not  get  any  to  goe  but  for  to  tacke  all  for  their 
Labor,  becaufe  it  was  judged  by  many  y^  the  \\'eare 
not  worth  the  fauinir;  fo  I  was  neleletated  to  doe 
as  I  did  or  elfe  the  had  bin  quite  loft.  Tharefore 
I  humblye  intreat  your  Excelency  not  to  think  y^ 
I  did  it  for  any  bye  Refpedts  or  felfe  Ends ;  for  I 
doe  alTure  your  Excelency  y^  theare  was  not  any  on 
Perfon  y^  did  indent  with  me  for  any  on  Shillinge 
Proffit,  only  I  did  tell  foure  of  them  y^  if  I  fliould 
bee  by  any  cal'd  to  accot,  tlie  fliould  bee  accounta- 
bell  to  me.  But  now  the  will  not  owne  it  and  I 
can  not  proue  it,  fo  I  by  Law  am  cauft  to  beare  all, 
only  my  hop  is  y^  your  Excelency  will  bee  pleafed 
out  of  your  Leniency  and  Fauor  to  me  to  except  of 
in^  Money,  and  Bill  is  fent  for  the  anfweringe  of  the 
Judgment  of  the  Court;  for  had  not  my  Sonn, 
James  CofiFyn  borrowed  Money  and  in  gaged  for  the 
reft  of  my  Bill,  I  could  not  have  done  it,  but  I 
muft  have  gone  to  Priion.  Now  I  humblye  intreat 
your  Excelency  to  heare  my  louinge  Nighbor,  Cap^ 
John  Gardner,  in  my  behalfe,  and  w^^^  your  Exe- 
i6 
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lency  fliall  beepleafed  to  order  Concerning  the  Cafe, 
I  fliall  thankfulye  except,  knowing  your  Excelency 
to  bee  a  compaflionate,  mercyeful  Man.    And  I  hop 

I  fliall  for  Time  to  com  to  be  more  wifer. 

and ,  doe  kept  your  Excelency's  humbell  Saruant 
whylft  I  hue  to  my  Power. 

A  Difcharge  to  Mr.  Tristram  Coffin  fro7n 
the  Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
Compounded. 

[Warrants,  Orders,  Paflcs,  &c.,  xxii^,  9,  Secretary's  Office.] 

By  the  Governor : 
These  are  to  Certifie  that  I  doe  approve  and 
allow  of  theCompofition  and  Agreem^  madebetween 
Capt.  Citfar  Knapton,  Capt.  Richard  Hall,  Capt. 
John  Gardner,  and  Mr.  John  Weft,  who  were 
authorized  to  make  Enquiry  ab^  the  Wreck  of  a 
French  fliip  caft  away  on  the  Illand  of  Nantuckett 
in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  feventy  and  eight,  and 
Mr.  Triftram  Coffin,  then  Chiefe  Magiftrate  of  the 
faid  Ifland,  concerning  the  fame,  for  the  fume  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Pound,  halfe  of  which  is 
payd ;  and  on  paym^  of  the  other  halfe,  fecured  by 
his  Sonn's  Obligacon,  I  doe  accept  the  iame  in  full 
Satisfaction  and  hereby  acquitt  and  difcharge  the 
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faid  Truftram  Coffin  from  the  Judgm^  giuen  againft 
him.  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  on  Account  of  faid 
Wreck. 

Given  under  my  Hand  in  New  Yorke,  the  fixth 
Day  of  November,  1680. 

E.  A. 

Charges  agaiitjl  Joseph  Coleman. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSS.  xxxi.  Sec.  Office.] 

The  Depofition  of  James  Sciff^\  aged  forty  feaven 
Yeares,  or  there  about,  faith,  that  being  in  Company 
with  Jofeph  Coulman,  at  feverall  Times,  heard  the 
faid  Jofeph  Coulman  run  out  in  many  revilling  and 
reprochfull  Speaches  againft  Athority,  and  in  per- 
tickullar  that  thare  was  no  Juftice  to  be  had  uppon 
Nantuckett;  often  faying  that  he  could  haue  no 
Juftize,  with  many  other  revilling  and  reprochfull 
Languages. 

Taken  upon  Oath  before  the  Court  the  19^^  12"^. 

Nathanell  Starbuck,  being  Conftable,  afirmes  that 
Jofeph  Coulman  faid  heare  was  no  Juftize  to  be  had 
uppon  Nantuckett. 

At  a  Court  of  Seffions  the  25^^  of  March,  1684, 
Jofeph  Coulman  appearing  at  this  Court  according 
to  his  Bond,  and  denyes  the  Matter  of  Fa6t  which 
he  is  charged  with,  according  to  Evidence. 

The  Court,  judging  them  felves  not  fitt  Judges 


[  124] 


in  this  Cafe,  doe  remitt  it  to  New  York, 

and  doe  bind  Jofeph  Coalman  in  a  Bond  of  fHfty 
Pounds  to  anfwer  it  at  the  next  Court  of  Affize,  or 
before  the  Governor  and  Counfell  at  New  York. 
A  true  Coppye  of     Court  Roll. 

Per  me,  Wm.  Worth,  Clerk. 


Co7n?niJJton  for  Ptirfiwig  a  Pirate. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSB,  xxxiv.  Sec.  Office.] 

Thomas  Dongan,  Lieut.  Governor  and  Vice 
Admiral  vnder  his  Royall  High^e  : 

Whereas  I  have  received  very  credible  Inform- 
ation that  a  certaine  Ship  or  Veffell,  belonging  to  a 
Pyrate,  Privateer,  or  Perfon  failing  contrary  to  the 
A(5ls  of  Navigation,  is  lately  arrived  at  or  in  fome 
Places  neare  to  Martin's  Vineyard,  thefe  are  there- 
fore in  his  Royall  High^s  Name  to  authorize,  em- 
power and  commilhonate  you.  Major  Anthony 
Brockholls,  forthwith  to  repaire  on  Board  the  Bri- 
gantine  Edmond  and  Martha,  and  immediately. 
Wind  and  Weather  permitting,  to  faile  in  order  to 
the  Findeing  out  the  faid  Ship  or  Veffell,  and  the 
faid  Ship  or  Veffell  to  feize  and  bringe  into  the 
Portt  of  the  Citty  of  New  Yorke,  with  all  her  Guns, 
Ammunition,  Furnature,  Apparell,  Tackle,  and 
Goods ;  and  in  Cafe  of  Refiffance  to  vfe  Force  and 
Amies  in  order  to  fubdue  the  laid  Veffell ;  and 
further,  to  fearch  all  Places  fufped:ed  to  have  received 
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any  of  the  Goods  and  Cargoe  of  the  faid  VelTell,  and 
to  fecure  the  fame  according  to  Law. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Scale  at  Fortt  James, 
this  30th  Day  of  March,  1685. 

Tho  :  DONGAN. 

Petitmi  of  Stephen  Hussey. 

[New  York  Colonial  MSB,  xxxiil.  Sec.  Ollice.] 

New  York  y^  12  Day  of  Auguft,  1686. 

To  the  Hon''  Collonell  Thomas  Dongon  Efq^", 
Gouernor  Generall  of  New  York  and  all  his 
Maiefty's  Teritorys  thearunto  belonginge,  and 
to  his  Honourable  Councill. 

The  Petition  of  Stephen  Hufley,  flieweth  unto 
your  Honours  how  that  your  Petitioner  conceuing 
himfelf  to  receue  fom  wronge  from  Jofeph  Gardi- 
ner of  Nantuckit,  in  his  takinge  forcibly  from  your 
Petitioner  about  ten  or  eleuen  Gallons  of  Rum. 
Your  Petitioner,  hopinge  for  Releaf,  preferred  a 
Petition  to  the  Honor^^  Court  of  Seflions,  held  at 
Nantuckit,  who  entered  a  Record  y^  your  Petitioner 
was  bound  in  a  Bond  of  fifty  Pounds  to  make  out 
his  Charge  againll:  Jofeph  Gardner,  which  your 
Petitioner  conceiueth  contrary  to  Law ;  in  that  the 
King  was  a  Party  in  the  Cafe.  And  indeed  your 
Petitioner  neuer  figned  any  Bond,  neither  was  he 
euer  afked  whether  hee  would  apeer  or  no.  Your 
Petitioner  hath  demanded  a  Coppey  of  the  Bond, 
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but  to  no  Purpofe,  and  feareth  that  hce  or  his  heirs 
may  be  Hable  to  the  paiment  of  it,  although  no 
Bond  euer  a  Record  beinge  fo  facred  a  Writt,  in  the 
Judgment  of  the  Law,  as  liiith  Crumpton;  whearupon 
your  poor  Petitioner  cranes  humbly  the  Reuerlion 
of  this  Forfeiture,  or  at  leaft  if  no  Bond  appears. 

Alfo,  your  Petitioner  conceiueth  himfelf  agrieued 
by  Juftice  Will"^  Worth,  Clark  of  the  Court,  in  yt 
faid  Worth  did  deny  your  Petitioner  Coppys  of  the 
publique  Records,  to  your  Petitioner's  no  fmall 
Damage  ;  and  feueral  Coppys  your  Petitioner  could 
not  obtain  under  a  legal  Teft,  and  fom  not  under 
any  Teft ;  for  all  which  your  Petitioner  paied  no 
worfe  Pay  than  dry  Money.  Your  Petitioner  con- 
ceiueth he  hath  Wrong  done  him  by  forcinge  from 
him  more  Money  or  a  greater  Excife  upon  Wine 
and  ftronge  Liquor  then  his  Majefty  or  Royall 
Highnefs  hath  leuied  upon  the  People  of  this  his 
Coloney,  as  may  appear  by  a  Edid:  under  a  good 
Teft.  Your  Petitioner  humbly  prayeth  y^  if  his 
Drink  fo  illegally  taken  from  him  muft  bee  forfeit, 
y^  his  Majefty  may  haue  it,  and  y^  it  may  not  lay 
leakinge  in  the  Hands  of  Jofeph  Gardner,  as  it  hath 
don  for  fom  Years. 

Your  Petitioner  cranes  this  Honoura^^^  Court's 
Aduice,  whether  the  Negled:  of  y^'  makinge  Returne 
of  Fines  and  Forfeitures,  and  Amerfment  into  the 
Exchequer  be  not  a  Breach  of  Law  in  this  his 
Majefties  Colony,  after  a  Year's  Time.  If  your 
Petitioner,  by  meanes  of  his  weak  Capacity  miftakes 
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not,  the  Clark  through  a  Negle6l  of  his  Duty,  in 
not  adding  an  Eftceate  of  the  aboue  fifty  Pounds 
g^  to  be  forfit,  hath  forfited  treble  the  Valeu,  the 
one  half  to  the  Kinge,  the  other  to  your  Petition- 
er, the  Informer,  by  the  22  and  23  of  Car. 
yc  2. 

Your  Petitioner  humbly  craueth  your  Honour's 
and  Honourable  Councell's  Aduice,  whether  it  was 
not  Maintenance  in  Capt.  John  Gardiner  for  to 
call  a  Court  and  fend  your  Petitioner  a  Warrant  to 

m  out  his  Charge  of  Maintenanc  againft 

Juftic  Worth,  fince  your  Petitioner  cannot  con- 
ceiue  how  hee  himfelf  could  be  concerned  in  the 
Cafe.  Your  Petitioner  beinge  then  at  a  great  Dif- 
advantage  in  that  Captain  John  Gardiner  and  Juftice 
Coffin  beinge  the  mofl:  effentiall  Euidences  the 
Kinge  had  in  the  Cafe,  to  make  the  Charge  out, 
your  Petitioner  was  forced  to  make  his  Peace  by  a 
Petition,  otherwife  had  in  all  Prouabillaty  been 
undon. 

Your  Petitioner  prayeth,  as  alfo  in  the  behalf  of 
fome  others,  y^  if  it  mighte  not  be  deemed  Reflec- 
tion in  Petitioner,  y^  his  Majeftys  Juflices  of 

y'^  Peace  in  our  Ifland  may  be  fworn  to  the  Oath 
y^  concerns  the  Ofice  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  pub- 
liquely  as  in  open  Seffion,  or  at  the  leaft  accordinge 
to  that  which  is  valuable  to  an  Oath,  by  the  good 
and  wholfome  Laws  of  this  his  Majefty's  Coloney. 

As  alfo  your  Petitioner  conceiueth  that  there  was 
a  Riot  made  upon  him,  as  by  the  Force  and  by  tlie 
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of  New  Yorke  and  Territoryes  depending  thereon 
in  America,  under  his  moft  Sacred  Majefty  James 
the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  ffrance,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the 
P'aith,  &c. :  To  all  to  whom  thefe  Prefents  fliall 
come,  fendeth  Greeting.  Whereas  there  is  a  cer- 
taine  Illand  within  this  his  Royall  Highneffes 
Territoryes,  fcituate,  lyeing  and  being  to  the  fouth 
eafl  of  Martin's  Vineyard,  ftretching  in  length  neer 
upon  a  foutheaft  and  northweft  Line,  comonly 
called  and  knowne  by  the  Name  of  Nantiickett 
IJland,  which  faid  Illand  was  heretofore  purchafed 
for  a  valuable  Confideracon  by  Thomas  Mayhew 
fenior  of  Martin's  Vineyard,  and  Thomas  Mayhew 
junior  his  Son,  off  James  fforrett.  Agent  to  William 
Earle  of  Sterlinge,  in  whom  the  Government  then 
was,  and  by  them  conveyed  and  made  over  to 
feverall  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  ffreeholders  and  their 
Affociates,  who  have  likewife  made  Purchafe  off  the 
Indian  Right  to  the  Land  there  now  in  their  Tenure 
and  Occupacon,  as  by  Patent^  dated  the  twenty- 

The  following  is  Governor  Lovelace's  Patent  above  referred  to  : 
Francis  Lovelace  EJq.  &c.  Whereas,  there  is  a  certaine  Ijland 
within  thefe  his  Royall  Highnejshis  Territoryes,  lyeing  and  being 
to  ye  Jbuth  eajl  of  ^Lirtin's  Vineyard,  Jlretching  in  Length  neare 
upon  a  Jbuth  eajl  and  north  wejl  Line,  comonly  called  and  known 
by  ye  Name  of  Nantuckctt  IJland,  which  Ja id  IJland  was  hereto- 
fore Purchajcd  for  a  valluable  Conjlderacon,  by  Thomas  Mayhew 
of  Martin's  Vineyard  Jenr  and  his  Son  Thomas  Mayhew  juni",  of 
James  fforrett,  Agent  to  William  Earle  of  Sterling,  in  whom 
ye  Governmt  then  was,  and  by  them  conveyed  and  made  over  to 
feverall  of  ye  prefent  Inhabitants,  ye  ffreeholders  and  their  AJJb- 

•7 


[  ] 


eighth  Day  of  June  in  the  three  and  twentyeth  Yeare 
of  his  late  Majeflyes  Reigne,  and  in  the  Yeare  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy  one, 
from  Francis  Lovelace  Efq.,  Governo^'  &c.,  Relacon 
being  thereunto  had,  doth  and  may  more  fully  and 
at  large  appeare ;  which  faid  Ifland  was  confirmed 
by  Patent  under  my  Hand  and  the  Scale  of  the 
Province,  bearing  Dait  the  fifth  Day  of  June,  in  the 

ciatcs,  who  have  Ukcwijc  made  Purchajc  of  the  Indyan  Right  to 
ye  Land  there  now  in  yeir  Tenure  and  Occupacon.  Now  for  a 
Confirmacon  unto  yc  /"aid  Inhabitants,  firceholdrs  and  Purchaps 
there  and  their  AJJbeiatcs  in  their  Pojjcjjion  and  l^njoynient  of  ye 
PremiJJes  :  Know  yee  that  by  Vertue  of  ye  Commijjion  and 
Authority  unto  mee  given  by  his  Ro3'ali  HighneJJe,  upon  whom 
(as  well  by  ye  Resignation  and  Ajfignment  of  ye  Heyres  of  ye 
jiiid  William  Earle  of  Sterling  and  aljb  by  lawfull  Grant  and 
Patent  from  his  Royall  Matie  Charles  the  Second)  ye  Propriety 
and  Governnit  of  Long  Ijland,  Martin's  Vineyard,  Nantuckett, 
and  all  ye  IjLands  adjacent,  amongjl  other  Things  is  fettled,  I 
have  given  and  granted,  and  by  thejc  Prejents  doe  hereby  give, 
grant,  ratifye  and  conhrme  unto  Trijlram  Coffin  Senr  and  Thomas 
Macy  as  Patentees  for  and  on  ye  behalfe  of  themjelves  and  their 
AJJbciates  ye  Inhabitants,  flrceholdcrs,  their  Heyres,  SucceJJbrs  and 
AJJignes,  ye  fnid  Ijland  called  Nantuckett  Ijland;  that  is  to  fay, 
foe  much  thereof  as  hath  by  them  made  Purchafe  of,  together 
wthallye  Lands,  Soyles,  Woods,  Meadowes,  Pajtures,  Marfhes, 
Lakes,  Waters,  ffifhing,  Hauking,  Hunting  and  ffouling  ;  and 
all  other  Proffits,  Commodityes,  l^molumts  and  Hereditamts  to 
the  faid  Ifland  belonging,  or  in  any  Wife  appertaining.  And  the 
faid  Ifland  and  Prcmifes  fhall  be  held,  deemed,  reputed,  taken, 
and  bee,  an  entire  enfranchifed  Townjliipp,  IMannor,  and  Place,  of 
itfelfe,  and  Jliall  alwayes,  from  Time  to  Time  and  at  all  Times, 
hereafter,  have,  hold  and  enjoy  like  and  equall  Priviledges  with 
any  Towne,  enfranchized  Place,  or  Manner,  within  this  Governmt, 
and  Jliall  in  noe  rnanncr  of  Wayes  bee  fubordiiiate  or  belonging 
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fix  and  thirtyeth  Yeare  of  his  faid  late  Majeftyes 
Reigne,  annoq  Dom.  one  thouiand  fix  hundred 
eighty  four,  to  John  Gardner  and  James  Coihn,  as 
Patentees  for  and  on  the  Behalfe  of  themfelves  and 
their  Affociates  the  Inhabitants,  ffreeholders,  their 

unto,  have  any  Dependency  upon,  or  in  any  wijc  bee  under  ye  Rule, 
Order  or  Direction  of  any  other  Townc  or  Place,  but  in  all  INIattcrs 
of  Governmt  Jhall  be  ruled,  ordered  and  dire^^ed  according  to  y^^ 
InJlru(^lions  I  have  already  given  or  hereafterjhall  give  for  ye  Good 
and  Welfare  of  ye  Inhabitants  by  ye  Advice  of  my  Councell  : 
To  have  and  to  hold  ye  paid  IJland  w^^^  all  and  Jingular  ye  Ap- 
purtenances and  Premijjes  unto  ye  Jaid  Trijlram  Collm  and 
Thomas  Maey  and  their  AJjbciates,  their  Heyres,  Suceefors  and 
Ajjignes,  to  ye  proper  UJe  and  Bchoofe  of  yc  Jaid  Trijlram 
ColTin  and  Thomas  Pvlacy  and  their  Ajjociates,  their  Heyres,  Suc- 
cejjbrs  and  Ajjignes,  forever.  The  Tenure  of  ye  Jiiid  IJland 
Land  and  Premijes  to  be  according  to  ye  CuJlomcofye  Mannor 
of  tlajl  Greenwich  in  ye  County  of  Kent  in  Hngland,  in  free  and 
common  Soccage,  and  by  ffealty  only,  they  ye  Jiiid  Patentees 
and  their  Ajjociates,  their  Heyres,  SucceJJors  and  Afignes,  yielding 
rendering  and  paying,  yearly  and  every  Yeare,  unto  his  Royall 
Highnejs  ye  Duke  of  Yorke,  his  Heyres  and  Ajjignes,  or  to  Juch 
Governor  or  Governors  as  from  Time  to  Time  Jliall  bee  by  him 
conjlituted  and  appointed  as  an  Acknowledgment  foure  Barrells 
of  good  merchantable  Cod  iijh  to  be  delivered  at  ye  Bridge  in  this 
City. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  and  Sealed  wtli  ye  Scale  of  ye  Pro- 
vince, at  ffort  James  in  New  Yorke,  on  ye  IJland  of 
Manhattans,  this  zS^^  Day  of  June,  in  ye  23^!  Yeare  of 
ye  Reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  Charles  ye  Second,  by 
ye  Grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Scotland,  ffrance  and 
Ireland,  Defender  of  ye  ffaith,  &c.  :  and  in  ye  Yeare  of 
or  Lord  God  1671. 

Francis  Lovelace. 

A  Patent  fomcwhat  like  this  was  at  the  fame  Time  granted  to  Tuck- 
anuckett  Ifland. 


Heires,  Succeffors  and  Aflignes,  that  is  to  lay,  lb 
much  as  hath  by  them  been  purchafcd ;  together 
with  all  the  Lands,  Soyles,  Woods,  Meadows, 
PaftureSjMarfhes,  Lakes,  Waters, Fifliing,IIawking, 
Hunting  and  FowHng,  and  all  other  Profitts,  Com- 
modityes.  Emoluments  and  Hereditaments,  to  the 
(aid  liland  belonging,  or  in  any  Wife  appertaining, 
(Royall  Mines,  Whaledrifts  and  Wrecks  excepted,) 
and  the  faid  Ifland  and  Premifes  was  to  be  held, 
deemed,  reputed,  taken,  and  be,  an  enth'e,  enfran- 
chized Townfliip,  Mannor  and  Place  of  itfelfe,  and 
allways,  from  Time  to  Time  and  all  Times  here- 
after, to  have,  hold  and  enjoy  like  and  equall 
Priviledges  with  any  Towne,  enfranchized  Place, 
or  Mannor,  within  this  Government, and  no  Manner 
of  Wayes  to  be  fubordinate,  belonging  unto,  have 
any  dependency  upon,  or  in  any  Wayes  be  under  the 
Rule,  Order,  or  Dire6tion  of  any  other  Towne  or 
Place.  To  hold  the  faid  Ifland  with  all  and  fingular 
the  Appurtenances  unto  the  faid  John  Gardner  and 
James  Coffin  and  their  AfTociates,  their  Lleires,  Suc- 
celTors  and  Affignes  forever,  according  to  the  Tenure 
of  Eaft  Greenwich  in  the  County  of  Kent,  in  his 
MajeftyesKingdome  of  England,  yielding,  rendering, 
and  paying,  yearly  and  every  Yeare,  on  or  before 
the  five  and  twentieth  Day  of  March,  unto  his  then 
Royall  HighnelTe,  now  his  prefent  Majefty  as  afore- 
faid,  his  Heires,  or  Succeffors,  or  to  fuch  Governor 
or  Govern^'s  as  from  Time  to  Time  fliall  be  confti- 
tuted  and  appointed  as  an  Acknowledgement,  fix 
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Kentalls  of  good  merchantable  Fifli,  to  be  delivered 
in  the  City  of  New  Yorke,  unto  fuch  Officer  or 
Officers  as  fliall  be  conftituted  to  receive  the  fame, 
as  by  the  faid  Patent,  relacon  being  thereunto  Iiad, 
may  more  fully  and  at  large  appeare.  And  whereas 
there  are  feverall  Tracts  or  Parcells  of  Land  upon 
the  faid  Ifland  that  have  not  as  yett  been  purchafed 
of  the  native  Indian  Proprietors,  and  whereas  John 
Gardner,  one  of  the  ffreeholders  of  faid  I  Hand,  for 
and  on  behalfe  of  himfelfe  and  his  Allbciates,  the 
ffreeholders  Inhabitants  of  faid  Ifland,  hath  made 
Applicacon  unto  me  for  a  more  ample  Conflrmacon 
of  all  and  Angular  the  faid  Ifland,  and  alfo  that  I 
would  ere6t  the  fame  into  one  Townlhip  to  all 
Intents  and  Purpofes,  and  likewife  grant  the  Liberty 
and  Right  of  purchaflng  all  the  faid  unpurchafed 
Tradts  or  Parcells  of  Land  upon  the  faid  Ifland 
Nantuckett,  from  the  faid  Indian  native  Proprietors, 
Now  Know  Yee,  that  I  the  fiid  Thomas  Dongan, 
by  vertue  of  the  Power  and  Authority  unto  me 
derived  from  his  moft  facred  Majefty  aforefaid,  and 
in  Purfuance  of  the  fame,  for  and  in  Confideracon 
of  the  Quitt  Rent  hereinafter  referved,  and  divers 
other  good  and  lawful  Confideracons  me  thereunto 
moving,  have  given,  granted,  ratified,  releafed  and 
confirmed,  and  by  thefe  Prefents  do  give,  grant, 
ratifye,  releafe  and  confirme  unto  John  Gardner, 
James  Coffin,  William  Gyer,  Peter  Coffin,  Na- 
thaniel Bernard,  Stephen  Huffey  and  John  Macy, 
ffreeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  Nantuckett,  herein 
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erected  and  made  one  Body  Corporate  and  Politic], 
and  willed  and  determined  to  be  called  by  the 
Name  of  the  Truftecs  of  the  ffreeholders  and 
Comonalty  of  the  Toune  of  Sharborn,  and  their 
SuccelTors  all  the  aforerecited  TracT:s  of  Land  within 
the  Limitts  and  Bounds  aforelaid,  together  with  all 
and  fingular  the  Houfes,  Melluages,  Tenements, 
Buildings,  Milnes,  Milne-Dams,  Fences,  Enclofures 
Gardens,  Orchards,  Fields,  Paftures,  Woods,  Under- 
woods, Trees,  Timber,  Feedings,  Comon  of  Pafture, 
Meadows,  Marflies,  Swamps,  Plaines,  Rivers,  Rivo- 
letts.  Waters,  Lakes,  Ponds,  Brookes,  Streames, 
Beaches,  Quarries,  Mines,  Mineralls,  Creeks,  Llar- 
bours, Highwayes  and  Eafements, Fifliing, Hawking, 
Hunting  and  Fowling,  (filver  and  Gold  Mines  only 
excepted,)  and  all  other  ftranchizes,  Profitts,  Com- 
odityes  and  Hereditaments  whatfoever,  to  the  faid 
Tracts  of  Land  and  PremilTes  belonging  or  in  any 
Wife  appurtaining  or  theirwithall  ul'ed,  accepted, 
reputed  or  taken  to  belong,  or  in  any  Wife  to  ap- 
purtaine  to  all  L;itents,  Purpofes  and  Conftruccons, 
whatfoever,  as  alfo  all  and  fnigular  the  Rents,  Ar- 
rearages of  Rents,  Illues  and  Profitts  of  the  faid 
Tradl  of  Land  and  Premifss  heretofore  due  and 
payable,  together  with  the  fole  and  only  Propper 
Right  and  Liberty  of  Purchafing  from  the  Lidian 
Proprietors  all  that  the  unpurchafed  Tracts  or 
Parcells  of  Land  whatfoever  on  the  faid  I  Hand  as 
aforefaid  :  To  have  and  to  hold  all  the  beforcrecited 
Trad:  of  Land  and  Premifes,  with  their  and  everv  of 
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their  Appurtenances,  unto  tlie  fliid  John  Gardner, 
James  Coffin,  William  Gyer,  Peter  Coiiin,  Nathaniel 
Barnard,  Stephen  Huffey  and  John  Macy,  Truflees 
of  the  ffreeholders  and  Comonality  of  the  Toune  of 
Sharborn,  and  their  Succeffors  forever,  to  and  for 
the  feverall  and  refpedlive  Ufes  following,  and  to  no 
other  Ufes,  Intents  and  Purpofes  whatfoever ;  that 
is  to  fay,  as  for  and  concerning  all  and  fnigular  the 
feverall  and  refped:ive  Parcells  of  Land  and  Meadow, 
Part  of  the  granted  Premifes  in  any  Wife  taken  up 
and  appropriated,  either  by  Patent  under  the  Hand 
of  any  of  his  Majeftyes  Govern'^  in  this  Province, 
and  fealed  with  the  Scale  thereof,  or  by  particular 
Divilions  and  Allotments  before  the  Day  of  the 
Daite  hereof,  unto  the  feverall  and  refpe6live  prefent 
ffreeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Towne,  by 
vertue  of  the  beforerecited  Patent,  to  the  Ufe  and 
Behoofe  of  the  ffreeholders  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
fiid  Towne  by  vertue  of  the  beforerecited  Patent, 
to  the  Ufe  and  Behoofe  of  the  ffreeholders  and 
Inhabitants  refpedlively,  and  to  their  feverall  and 
refpe6live  Heires  and  Affignes  forever,  and  as  for 
and  concerning  all  and  every  fuch  Tradts,  Parcells 
of  Land,  Remainder  of  the  graunted  Premiffes  not 
purchafed,  taken  up  and  appropriated  to  any  par- 
ticular Perfon  or  Perfons  by  vertue  of  the  aforerecited 
Deed  or  Patent,  to  the  Ufe  and  Behoofe  of  the 
prefent  ffreeholders  and  Inhabitants,  their  Heires, 
Succeffors  and  Affignes  forever,  in  Proporcon  to 
their  feverall  and  refpe(^live  Settlements,  Divifions 
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and  Allotments,  as  Tennants  in  Common,  without 
any  Manner  of  Lett,  Hindrance  or  Moleftacon,  to 
be  had  or  relerved,  upon  Pretence  of  joynt  Tennancy 
or  Survivorfhip,  any  Thing  contained  herein  to  the 
Contrary  thereof  in  any  Wife  notwithftanding.  To 
bee  holden  of  his  moft  facred  Majefly,  his  Heires 
and  Succeffors,  in  ffree  and  comon  Soccage,  accord- 
ing to  the  Mannor  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  in  the 
County  of  Kent,  within  his  Majefleys  Realme  of 
England ;  yielding,  rendering  and  paying  therefor, 
yearly  and  every  Yeare,  from  henceforth  forever, 
unto  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  Heires  or 
Succeffors,  or  to  fuch  Officer  or  Officers  as  fliall  be 
appointed  to  receive  the  lame,  the  fume  of  one  Lamb 
or  two  Shill.  Curr"  Money  of  this  Province,  upon 
the  five  and  twentieth  Day  of  March,  at  New  Yorke, 
in  full  of  all  Rents  and  former  referved  Rents, 
Services,  Acknowledgements  and  Demands  what- 
foever.    And  ffurther,  by  vertue  of  the  Power  and 
Authority  aforefaid,  and  for  the  Reafons  above 
recited,  I  have  willed,  determined,  declared  and 
granted,  and  by  thefe  Prefents  do  will,  determine, 
declare  and  grant,  that  the  faid  Inhabitants,  ffree- 
holders  and  ffreemen  of  Sharborn  aforefaid,  comonly 
called  by  the  Name  of  the  ffreeholders  and  Inha- 
bitants of  Sharborn,  or  by  whatever  Name  or 
Names  they  are  called  or  named,  and  their  Heires 
and  Succeffors  forever  henceforward  are  and  fliall 
be  one  Body  Corporate  and  Politiq,  in  Deed  and 
Name,  by  the  Name  of  the  Trullees  of  tlie  ffree- 
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holders  and  Comonalty  of  the  Towne  of  Sharboni, 
and  them  by  the  Name  of  the  Trufliees  of  tlie  Ifree- 
holders  and  Comonality  of  the  Towne  of  Sliarborn, 
one  Body  corporate  and  poHtiq,  in  Deed  and  Name, 
I  have  really  and  fully,  for  his  faid  Majefty,  his 
Heires  and  Succeffors,  erected,  made,  ordained, 
conftituted  and  declaired  by  thefe  Pre(ents,  and  that 
by  the  fame  Name  they  have  Succellion  Ibrever. 
And  that  they  and  their  Succelfors  by  the  Name  of 
the  Truftees  of  the  ffreeholders  and  Comonalty  of 
the  Towne  of  Sharborn  be  and  fliall  be  forever  in 
future  Times,  Perfons  able  and  capable  in  Law  to 
have,  perceive,  receive,  and  poffeffe,  not  only  all 
and  hngular  the  Premifes,  but  other  MelVuages, 
Lands,  Tenements,  Hereditaments,  and  all  and  every 
other  Thing  and  Things,  A61  and  Afts,  to  do  and 
execute  by  the  Name  aforelaid,  and  that  by  the 
fame  Name  of  the  Truftees  of  the  ffreeholders  and 
Comonality  of  the  Toune  of  Sharborn  to  plead  and 
be  impleaded,  anfwer  and  be  anfwered  unto,  defend 
and  be  defended,  they  are  and  may  be  capable,  in 
whatfoever  Place  and  Places,  and  before  whatfoever 
fudges  and  Juftices,  or  other  Perfons,  Officialls  of 
his  Majefty,  his  Pleires  and  Succelfors,  in  all  and 
all  Manner  of  Accons,  Pits,  Suits,  Compl^^,  Caufes, 
Matters  and  Demands,  whatfoever,  of  what  Kind, 
Quality  and  Species  the  fame  bee  and  fliall  bee,  in 
Manner  and  Forme  as  any  other  of  his  Majeftyes 
Liedge  People  within  this  Province  can  or  are  al)le  to 
have,  require,  receive,  poffelle,  enjoy,  retaine,  give, 
i8 
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grant,  releafe,  aliene,  affigne  and  difpofe,  plead  and  be 
inripleaded,  anfwer  and  be  anfwered  unto,  defend  or 
be  defended,  do,  permit  or  execute  ;  and  for  the  better 
enabling  the  Truftees  of  the  ffreeholders  and  Com- 
onality  of  the  Toune  of  Sharborne  aforefaid,  in  doing 
and  executing  all  and  fmgular  the  Premi(es,  I  have 
willed,  granted  and  determined,  and  by  thefe  Pre- 
fents  do  will,  grant  and  determine,  that  from  hence 
forward  and  forever  hereafter,  the  faid  Truftees  of 
the  ffreeholders  and  Comonality  of  the  Towne  of 
Shareborn  do  and  may  have  and  ufe  a  comon  Scale, 
which  fliall  ferve  to  execute  the  Caufes  and  Affaires 
whatfoever  of  them  and  their  Succeffors;  and  further 
I  will,  and  by  thefe  Prefents  on  behalfe  of  his  faid 
Majefty  his  Heires  and  Succeffors,  that  henceforward 
forevermore  there  be  and  fhall  be  Truftees  of  the 
ffreeholders  and  Comonality  of  the  Town  of  Shar- 
born  aforefaid,  to  be  chofen  and  eled:ed  as  in  thefe 
Prefents  hereafter  is  menconed,  who  fliall  be  called 
the  Truflees  of  the  ffreeholders  and  Comonality  of 
the  Toune  of  Sharborn,  and  they  and  their  Succef- 
fors fhall  and  may  at  all  convenient  Times  hereafter 
upon  a  Publiq  Sumons  from  any  three  of  the 
Truflees  for  the  Time  being  affemble  and  meet 
together  in  the  Towne  Houfe  of  the  faid  Towne, 
or  in  fuch  other  Publiq  Place  as  fhall  be  from  Time 
to  Time  appointed,  to  make  fuch  Adls  and  Orders 
in  Writeing,  for  the  more  orderly  Doing  of  the 
Premifes,  as  they  the  faid  Truftees  of  the  Ifreeholders 
and  Comonality  of  the  Toune  of  Sharborn  aforelaid 
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and  their  Succeflbrs  from  Time  to  Time  fliall  and 
may  think  convenient,  fo  aUways  as  the  &  Ad:s  and 
Orders  be  in  no  Wayes  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of 
England  and  of  this  Province,  which  now  are  or 
hereafter  may  be  eftabhdied,  and  that  they  be  not 
in  any  Wife  againft  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning 
of  thefe  Prefents.  And  alfo  I  will,  ordaine  and 
determine  that  all  and  fingular  the  aforefaid  Ad;s 
and  Orders,  from  Time  to  Time,  fhall  be  made  and 
ordered  by  the  Vote  of  the  major  Part  of  the  faid 
Truftees  of  the  ffreeholders  and  Comonality  of  the 
Toune  of  Sharborn  aforefaid,  or  at  leaft  by  the  major 
Part  of  fuch  of  them  as  fliall  from  Time  to  Time 
affemble  and  meet  together  in  Manner  as  aforefaid, 
fo  allwayes  as  there  be  not  fewer  in  Number  than 
five  of  the  faid  Truftees  prefent  at  fuch  Meetings  fo 
to  be  holden  as  aforefaid  ;  and  for  the  better  Execu- 
tion of  this  Grant  in  this  Behalfe,  I  have  afligned, 
nominated,  created,  conftituted  and  made,  and  by 
thefe  Prefents  do  afligne,  nominate,  create,  conftitute 
and  make  John  Gardner,  James  Coffin,  William 
Gyer,  Peter  Coffin,  Nathaniel  Bernard,  Stephen 
HufTey  and  John  Macy,  to  ftand  and  be  the  firft 
moderne  Truftees  of  the  ffreeholders  and  Comon- 
ality of  the  Toune  of  Sharborn,  to  continue  in  the 
aforefaid  Office  from  and  after  the  Dait  of  thefe 
Prefents  untill  the  Time  that  others  be  elected  and 
chofen  in  their  ftead,  according  to  the  Manner  and 
Forme  hereinafter  expreffed.  And  moreover  I  do  by 
thefe  Prefents  for  and  in  behalfe  of  his    Majefty,  his 
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Heires  and  Succeffors,  appoint  that  the  Truftees  of 
the  ffreeholders  and  ComonaUty  and  Gierke  of  the 
Toune  of  Sharborne  aforefaid  be  yearly  chofen  on 
the  firft  Tuefday  of  June,  yearly,  forever,  viz^  feven 
Truftees  of  the  ffreeholders  of  the  Comonality  of  the 
Toune  of  Sharborne,  one  Gierke,  one  Gonftable, 
and  two  Affeffors,  in  fuch  publiq  Place  as  the 
Truftees  for  the  Time  being  fliall  appoint  and  dired:, 
and  that  the  Truftees,  Glerk,  Gonftable  and  Af- 
feffors be  chofen  by  the  Majority  of  Voices  of  the 
ffreeholders  and  ftreemen  of  the  Toune  of  Sharborn 
aforefaid.  And  whereas  there  is  an  Ad:  of  the 
General  Afl'embly  of  this  Province  entituled  an  Ad: 
for  defraying  the  publiq  and  neceffary  Gharges  of 
each  refpedive  Gitty,  Towne  and  Gounty  through- 
out this  Province,  &c.,^  wherein  amongft  other 
Things  it  was  enaded  and  provided  that  annually 
and  once  every  Yeare,  there  fl:iould  be  eleded  a 
certaine  Number  out  of  each  refpedive  Gitty,Towne 
and  Gounty,  throughout  this  Province,  to  be  eleded 
and  chofen  by  the  major  Part  of  all  the  ftreeholders 
and  ffreemen,  which  certaine  Number  ib  duely 
eleded,  ftiall  have  full  Power  and  Authority  to  make 
an  Afteffmentor  certaine  Rate  within  their  refpedive 
Gitties,  Townes  and  Gounties,  annually  and  once 
every  Yeare,  which  Affeftiiient  or  certaine  Rate  fo 
eftabliflied  as  aforefaid,  fliould  be  paid  unto  a  cer- 
taine Treafurer,  who  fhould  be  cholen  by  the  major 
Part  of  all  the  ftreeholders  and  ffreemen  of  eacli 
relpedive  Gittie,  Towne  and  Gounty,  as  aforelaid, 

1  Passed  Nov.  I,  16H3,  MSS,  Laws  ii,  9,  Sec.  ofiicc. 


[  HI  ] 


and  whereas  the  faid  Tonne  of  Sharborn  is  to  be 
regulated  in  the  PremilTes  according  to  the  Tenure 
and  Effect  of  the  aforemenconcd  Adl  of  Alfembly  : 
Now  know  yee  hkewife,  that  I  have  given,  granted, 
and  by  thefe  Prefents  do  give  and  grant,  for  and  on 
Behalfe  of  his  faid  Majeflyjliis  Heircs  and  Succeffors, 
unto  the  faid  Trulfees  of  the  fifreehoklers  and  Com- 
monahty  of  the  Towne  of  Sharborn  aforelaid  and 
tlieir  Succeffors  forever ;  that  the  laid  Truftees  for 
the  Time  being  forever  lliall  be  the  Coniiconers  of 
the  laid  Towne,  to  execute  and  officiate  in  the  faid 
Office,  to  all  Intents,  Conftruccons  and  Purpofes 
whatloever.  And  further  that  the  faid  Truftees  as 
Coniiconers  of  the  faid  Towne,  lhall  have  Power 
from  Time  to  Time  and  at  all  Times  hereafter, 
and  by  fuch  Wayes  and  Meanes  to  Levy  and  Impoie 
fuch  Sume  and  Sumes  of  Money  as  they  i\vM  think 
fitt  for  the  Defraying  the  neceffary  and  publiq 
Charge  of  the  faid  Towne,  and  that  for  the  more 
orderly  Doing  thereof,  they  fhall  and  may  from 
Time  to  Time  give  fuch  Directions  unto  the  Ai- 
feffors  yearly  to  be  chofen  for  the  laid  Towne,  how 
and  after  what  Manner  to  proceed  in  their  Alfeff- 
ments  of  fuch  Sumes  of  Money  as  aforefaid  on  the 
Eftates  of  each  of  the  refpeftive  Inhabitants  and 
ffreeholders  of  the  faid  Towne ;  and  the  faid  Sumes 
of  Money  when  fo  railed  and  payed  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  faid  Towne  as 
aforefaid,  to  order  the  Payment,  Diiburfement 
and  Difpofall  off  to  fuch  Perfons  and  to  and  for  the 
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Ufes  aforefaid,  in  fuch  Manner  as  to  them  fliall 
feem  convenient.  And  laftly,  that  all  and  fingular 
the  A6ls  and  Orders  of  the  faid  Treafurer  in  the 
Premifes,  fliall  be  certified  under  the  faid  Comon 
Scale,  figned  by  the  Prefident  of  the  faid  Truftees, 
(for  the  Time  being,)  (who  is  allwayes  to  be  the 
firft  chofen  of  the  faid  Truftees,)  or  in  his  Abfence 
by  any  other  two  of  the  faid  Truftees,  of  which  the 
Treafurer  and  the  Afl'effors  of  the  faid  Towne  for 
the  Time  being,  and  all  other  Perfons  are  to  take 
due  Notice.  To  have,  hold  and  enjoy  unto  the  P 
Truftees  of  the  fii'eeholders  and  Comonalty  of  the 
Towne  of  Sharborn  and  their  Succeflbrs  forever; 
yielding  and  paying  therefor  unto  his  faid  Majefty, 
his  Heires  and  Succeffors,  on  the  f^  five  and  twen- 
tieth Day  of  March  yearly  forever,  the  full  and  juft 
Sume  of  three  Pounds  currant  Money  of  this  Pro- 
vince, at  New  Yorke.  Wherefore,  by  virtue  of  the 
Power  and  Authority  aforef<^  I  do  will  and  command 
for  and  on  Behalfe  of  his  faid  Majefty,  his  Heires 
and  Succefi^ors,  that  the  aforefaid  Truftees  of  the 
ff*reeholders  and  Comonalty  of  the  Toune  of  Shar- 
born and  their  Succefibrs,  have,  hold,  ufe  and  enjoy, 
and  that  they  fliall  and  may  forever  have,  hold,  ufe 
and  enjoy  all  the  Liberties,  Authorities,  Cuftomes, 
Orders,  Ordinances, ftranchizes.  Acquittances, Lands, 
Tenements  and  Hereditaments,  Goods  and  Chattells 
aforefaid,  according  to  the  Tenure  and  Effect  of  thefe 
Prefents,  without  the  Lett  or  Hindrance  of  any 
Perfon  or  Perfons  whatfoever. 
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In  Teftimony  whereof  I  have  caufed  thefe  Pre- 
fents  to  be  recorded  in  the  Secretary's  Office, 
and  the  Scale  of  the  Province  to  be  hereunto 
affixed  this  twenty-feventh  Day  of  June,  Anno 
Dom.  1687,  and  in  the  third  Yeare  of  his 
Ma  tyes  Reigne. 

Thomas  Dongan. 

By  Command  of  his  Exc'ye, 

J.  J.  SWINTON. 

May  it  pleafe  yo^  Excy^  : 

The  Attorney  Gen^^  hath  perufed  this  Patent,  and 
finds  nothing  contained  therein  pjudiciall  to  his 
Majeftyes  Intereft. 

Exam'd  the  27^^^  June,  1687. 

W.  NiCOLLS. 


Att  a  Councill  held  at  Ffort  James  in  New 
Yorke,  the  27^^^  June,  1687, 
Prefent :  His  Excye  the  Governor 

Major  Brockholls,      Major  Fflipfen, 
Major  Courtlandt,     Coll.  Bayard, 
Capt.  Palmer. 

This  Patent  was  approved  off. 

J.  J.  SwiNTON,  Clk  Council. 
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Order  for  Delive?y  of  Pirates. 

[Cuuiicil  Minutes,  \\,  Rcxciic  Side,  p.  iii.  Sec.  Ollicc] 

Governour  and  Councill, 

Fourtt  James,  ftryday  19^^^  of 
Augufl,  1687. 
Whereas  Information  has  been  given  to  this 
Board,  that  certaine  Pirates  haue  bin  lately  appre- 
hended in  the  Dukes  County,  and  by  Magillrates 
of  the  faid  County  were  committed,  and  are  now 
detained  Prifoners  there,  it  is  thereupon  thought 
fitt,  and  this  Day  accordingly  Ordered,  by  his 
Excell'y  the  Gouverno^'  by  and  with  the  Advice 
and  Confent  of  the  Councill,  that  all  and  finguler 
the  Juftices,  Sheriffs,  Conftables  and  others,  Officers 
of  the  faid  County,  in  whofe  Cuftody  the  faid  Per-' 
fons  taken  are  detained  Prifon^s  doe  forthwith  vpon 
fight  of  thefe  Prefents  deliuer  the  faid  Perfons,  and 
every  of  them,  together  with  what  Sloopes  or  other 
Veffels,  Plate,  Silver,  Gold,  Bullion,  Goods  and 
Merchandizes  foever,  w^^^^  are  in  the  Cuftody  of  or 
do  belong  to  the  faid  Perfons  or  any  of  them,  into 
the  fafe  Cuftody  of  Enfigne  Thomas  Sharpe,  and  be 
aiding  and  aflisting  him  in  the  fecureing  and  in  the 
Cafe  of  Efcape  of  any  of  the  faid  Perfons,  per- 
fueing  and  apprehending  them,  untill  he  fhall  haue 
fafely  conveyed  them  out  of  the  faid  County.  And 
it  is  further  Ordered,  that  the  faid  Enfigne  Thomas 
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Sharpe  doe,  after  the  Receipt  of  fuch  Perfon  or 
Perfons,  Veflells,  Silver,  Cjould,  Plate,  Goods  and 
Marchandizes  aforefaid,  with  all  convenient  Speed 
fafely  bring  them  to  the  Citty  of  New  Yorke,  and 
there  deliuer  them  into  the  Cuftody  of  the  Sheriffe 
of  the  Citty  and  County  of  New  Yorke. 
By  Command  of  his  Excell'y. 

John  Knight,  D.  Sec'y. 

Cotc?icil  M'miites, 

[Council  Minutes,  vi,  114,  Sec.  Office] 

9  At  a  Councill  held  at  ffortWilHam  Henry, 
the  1 2th  of  Augujl,  1692. 

*  *      Upon  reading  a  Letter  from  Maj'" 

Mayhew  of  Martin's  Vineyard  to  W^^"^  Nicolls  Efq., 
fignifying  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Iflands  in 
Dukes  County  are  difturbed  by  fome  Warr^  or 
Order  directed  to  a  Conftable,  or  fome  oy^  Perlbn, 
from  Bofton  in  New  England,  as  if  thefe  Iflands 
were  under  that  Government,  to  their  great  Diforder 
and  Confufion. 

Their  Maties  Pleafure  being  noe  ways  fignifyed 
to  thofe  in  authority,  how  concerning  the  Surrender 
of  any  Part  of  this  Province  or  Dependencys  unto 
any  Perfon  whatfoever. 

Ordered,  that  the  Officers,  civil  and  military,  of 
the  faid  County,  be  required,  and  they  are  hereby 
required,  to  continue  in  their  Obedience  to  their 
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Ma^'cs  Authority,  fettled  over  this  their  Province, 
purfuant  to  their  feverall  refpedlive  Commiflions, 
untill  further  Order. 

[Council  Minutes,  vi,  165,  Sec.  Office] 

2)  At  a  Council  at  Fort  William  Henry  the 
1 3lh  of  ficb.,  1692. 

*  His  Excelly  did  recommend  to  the 
Council  to  meet  this  Afternoon  to  confult  of  a  Letter 
from  William  Phips,  dated  the  2^  of  January, 
come  to  Hand  yeftarday,  witli  a  printed  Copy  of  the 
New  England  Charter,  ^  and  to  give  him  their 

^  The  following  is  the  Language  of  the  Charter  of  William  and  Mary, 
under  which  Nantuckei  and  Martha's  Vineyard  were  clain:ied  by  the 
Government  of  Mairachufetts  Bay  : 

**  *  *  *  all  that  Part  of  New  England  in  America,  lying  and 
extending  from  the  Great  River  commonly  called  Monomack,  alias 
Merimack,  on  the  north  Part,  and  from  three  Miles  northward  of  the 
faid  River  to  the  Atlantick  or  Wcilern  Sea  or  Ocean,  on  the  South  Part, 
and  all  the  Lands  and  Hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  Limits 
aforcfaid,  and  extending  as  far  as  the  outermoil  Points  or  Promontories 
of  Land  called  Cape  Cod  and  Cape  Malabar,  North  and  South,  and  in 
Latitude,  Breadth  and  Compafs  aforcfaid,  throughout  the  Main  Land 
there,  from  the  faid  Adantic  or  Wellern  Sea  and  Ocean,  on  the  Eail 
Part,  towards  the  South  Sea,  or  Welhvard,  and  as  far  as  our  Colonies  of 
Rhode  Ifland  and  Connecflicut,  and  the  Narraganfett  Country.  And  alfo, 
all  that  Part  and  Portion  of  Main  Land,  beginning  at  the  Entrance  of 
Pifcataway  Harbour,  and  fo  to  Pafs  up  the  fame  into  the  River  of  Ne- 
wichwannock,  and  through  the  fame  into  the  furtherell  Head  thereof,  and 
from  thence  Northweihvard,  till  one  hundred  and  tweniy  Miles  be  finiflied, 
and  from  Pifcataway  Harbour's  Moudi  aforcfaid.  North  Eailward  along 
the  Sea  Coaft  to  Sagadahock,  and  from  the  Period  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Miles  aforcfaid,  to  crofs  over  Land  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Miles  before  reckoned  up  into  the  Land  from  Pifcataway  Harbour  through 
Newichwannock  River,  and  alfo  the  North  LLdf  of  the  Ifles  of  Shoals, 
together  with  the  Ifles  of  Capawock  and  Nantuckctt,  near  Cape  Cod 
aforcfaid,"  &c. — (Almon's  Charters  of  Brit.  Col.  of  America,  p.  lo.) 
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Opinion  under  their  Hands  concerning  Martha's 
Vineyard. 

At  a  Council  held  at  ITort  William  Henry, 
the  i4thofffeb.,  1692. 

Ordered,  the  Opinion  and  Advice  of  the  Council 
concerning  S^'  Will'^^  Phips  L''-^  and  Martin's  Vine- 
yard be  entered  in  the  Council  Book. 

Ordered,  the  Addreffe  of  the  Council  to  their 
Ma^'"  letting  forth  the  Circuniftances  of  this  Go- 
vernment, be  entered  in  the  Council  Book. 

Opi7iio?t  and  Advice  of  the  Coimcil  cojtcenwig 
Martin's  Vineyard. 

[Council  Minutes,  vi,  p.  168,  Sec.  Office.] 

The  Opinion  and  Advice  of  the  Council  concern- 
ing Martin's  Vineyard  to  his  Excelly  upon  his 
Reference  and  their  Perufall  of  S^'  WilUam 
Phips  L^c  and  the  printed  Copy  of  the  Nev/ 
England  Charter. 

New  York  the  13^^^  of  February,  1692. 
His  Excellency  Ben.  Fletcher,  6<:c.,  this  Day 
having  recommended  to  our  Confideracon  a  Letter 
from  William  Phips  dated  the  2^^  of  January  lafl, 
come  to  Hand  yefterday  with  a  printed  Copy  of 
their  Ma^'^s  Patent  for  erecting  and  incorporating 
the  Province  of  the  Maffiichufetts  Bay,  in  New 
England,  not  attefted  concerning  Martin's  Vineyard, 
and  defired  our  Advice. 
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Upon  Perufall  of  the  P  printed  Copy,  having 
duely  confidered  the  fame,  and  the  Piatt  of  New 
England  before  us,  we  doe  linde  that  the  North 
Halfe  of  the  Ifles  of  Shoals  oppofite  to  the  Mouth 
of  Pifcataqua  River,  and  the  Ifles  of  Capoag  and 
Nantuckett  to  the  Weftward  of  Cape  Cod,  are 
nominally  included  in  the  faid  Grant,  and  in  more 
general  Words  all  Iflands  and  Ifletts  lyeing  within 
tenn  Leagues  directly  oppofite  to  the  Maine  Land, 
within  the  Bounds  of  the  f^  L^^^  Patents  which  we 
are  informed  are  many  hundreds. 

And  we  are  humbly  of  Opinion  that  forafmuch 
as  their  Ma^^^-s  have  afcertained  the  North  Llalfe  of 
the  Ifles  of  Shoals  to  the  Malfathufetts  Bay,  leaving 
the  South  Half  to  the  Province  of  New  Hampfliire, 
thofe  Iflands  lying  dubioufly  oppofite  to  the  Province 
of  Main  and  Llampfliire,  and  the  Iflands  of  Capoag 
and  Nantuckett  to  the  MalTathufetts  Bay,  both 
which  are  to  the  wefl:ward  of  Cape  Cod,  which  is 
the  fouthernmoft  Bounds  of  their  Patent,  they  can 
have  noe  Pretences  by  the  f^  L^es  Patents  to  Mar- 
tin's Vineyard  or  any  other  Ifland  to  the  Wefl:ward 
of  Nantuckett,  which  we  humbly  fubmitt  and  defire 
yo^'  Excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  recommend  the 
lame  to  their  Ma^'^^s  by  their  SecrX  of  State  for  their 
Decifion  in  that  Affair. 

Ffrederyck  Philipse, 
N.  Bayard,         S.  V.  Courtlandt, 
Jc.^N  Lawrence,  Chid.  Brooke, 
Gab.  MoNviLL,    W.  Nicoli.s, 
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Cotmcil  Minutes. 

[Council  Mi  nutcs,  vi,  141,  Sec.  Ofiicc] 

5)  At  a  Council  held  at  ffort  William  Henry 
the  31th  of  October,  1692. 
Prejent:  His  Excellency  Renj.  Fletcher, 

Ffreci.  Philips,         \  Chidley  Broke,  /  ^.r^ 

Stcph.  Courtlandt,    (  John  Lawrence,  C 

Nich  Bayard,  f  ^'-''l''' 

Willm  Smith,  ) 

Upon  the  Reading  of  Letters  from  Mr.  Mayhew, 
Jurtice  of  the  Peace  in  Martin's  Vineyard  in  Dukes 
County,  wherein  he  doth  advife  his  Excellency  of 
the  Defeftion  of  Gardner  and  Coffin,  two  of  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  the  Illand  of  Nantuckett, 
in  the  f^  County  from  this  Government,  to  that  of 
the  MafTathufetts  Bay  und'"  S^'  William  Phipps,  and 
that  they  of  Martin's  Vineyard  are  threatened  with 
Force  if  they  doe  not  fubmitt  to  the  Authority  and 
Govern m^  of  S^'  Will"^  Phipps,  praying  Advice,  &c. 

Whereas  there  is  noe  Advice  from  their  Sacred 
Majeftyes  to  the  Governor  and  Councill  of  this 
Province  that  they  had  annexed  any  Part  of  this 
Province  to  the  Mallathufetts  Bay,  nor  hath  Sir 
William  Phipps  produced  any  Order  or  Direccon 
thereunto,  nor  made  his  Excelly  the  Governor  and 
Council  acquainted  with  any  of  his  Proceedings  in 
this  Affair. 

It  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Board,  neniine  contradl- 
cente,  that  a  Letter  be  fent  to  S^"  Will'^"'  Phipps,  to 
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demand  by  what  Authority  he  doth  claim  the 
Government  of  Dukes  County  in  this  Government, 
to  the  great  difturbance  of  the  Inhabitants.  And 
that  a  Letter  be  fent  to  Mr.  Mayhew,  Jufliice  of 
the  Peace,  wherein  it  be  lignified  that  his  Excellx 
the  Governor  hath  wrote  to  Will"^  Phipps  to 
demand  by  what  Warr^  and  Authority  he  doth 
chTime  the  Government  of  Dukes  County,  and  to 
require  the  faid  Mr.  Mayhew,  with  the  reft  of  the 
Magiftrates  there,  to  maintain  and  preferve  their 
Magics  Peace  in  the  Exercife  of  the  Government, 
purfuant  to  their  refpedtive  CommilTions,  until 
further  Order. 

Ordered  David  Jamifon,  Cl^  of  the  Councill,  doe 
prepare  the  f^  Letters  accordingly. 

Addrefs  to  the  Ki77g. 

[Council  Minutes  vi.  169,  Sec.  Ofiicc] 

The  humble  AddrelTe  of  your  Majeftyes  Council 
for  your  Ma^i^^  Province  of  New  Yorke  and 
Territoryes  depending  thereon  in  America. 
Moft  Dread  Soveraigncs  : 

Wee  your  Majefties  moll  dutyfull  and  loyall  Sub- 
jecfls  are  called  againe  by  our  bounden  Duty  to  lay 
at  your  Royall  Feet  our  moft  humble  and  hearty 
Thanks  for  that  inexpreflible  Favour  that  your 
Magics  have  been  gracioufly  pleafed  (in  the  midft  of 
your  moft  glorious  Defign  for  the  Redemption  of 
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our  Nation  and  yo'"  Ma^i^^s  Allyes  in  Europe  from 
the  Tyranny  of  Ffrance)  to  regard  the  meaneft  of 
your  Maty's  Subjed:s  in  this  Place  by  your  Royall 
Commiffion  to  his  Excellx  Col.  Benjamin  Fletcher, 
yo^  Maties  Captain  Generall,  our  Ciovernor,  who 
fmce  his  Arrivall  in  this  your  Maties  Province  has, 
by  his  prudent  Condudl,  advanced  yo^  Maties 
Intereft,  vifited  the  flron tiers  and  put  them  into 
fuch  a  Pofture  of  Security  that  not  only  yo^  Maties 
Subjects  in  this,  but  in  oar  neighbouring  Colonyes 
are  hitherto  iafe  from  all  Attempts  of  the  Ffrench 
yo^"  Maties  Enemyes,  and  by  other  prudent  Meafures 
taken  by  him  he  had  compofed  Differences  and 
reduced  all  the  Subjects  into  perfed:  Tranquility,  the 
Polfeffion  whereof  was  not  long  enjoyed,  when  fome 
reftlefs  Spirits,  not  being  fatisfyed  with  that  Flarmony 
that  was  amongft  yo^  Maties  Subjelfs  here,  inter- 
rupted our  Peace  by  lelfening  and  reproaching  your 
Ma""  Government,  and  ftirring  up  Sedition  amongft 
fome  of  yo^  Majefties  Subjed:s,  too  eafily  led  afide. 
Yo^  Maties  Government  by  this  was  likely  to  fall 
into  new  Convulfions,  had  not  the  Watch  full  nelfe 
of  his  Excellency  and  his  piercing  Judgment  foon 
difcovered  the  Author,  ^    a  Perfon  convicted  of 

Alluding  to  Abraham  Gouvcrncur.  The  following  Record  occurs  in 
Council  Minutes,  vi,  155,  Sec.  Ofiicc. 

"  2/  At  a  Council  held  at  ffort  William  Henry  the  5th  of  January, 
1692.  Prcfcnt:  His  Exccll.  Ben.  Fletcher,  Ffrcd.  Philips,  Steph.  Court- 
landt,  Nich.  Bayard,  Gab.  Monvicl,  Chid.  Brooke,  William  Nicolls, 
John  Lawrence,  Efqs. 

"  His  Excellency  having  produced  a  Letter  from  Abraham  Governeur, 
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Murder,  and  only  by  yo^  Matles  Clemency  fett  at 
Large,  who  had  fled  to  Bofton,  and  was  there 
countenanced  by  Sir  William  Phips ;  and  tho'  his 
Excellency  hath  fent  Exprelle  for  the  demand  of 
the  Incendiary,  yet  he  peremptorily  denied  to  deliver 
him,  and  rather  gave  him  Encouragement,  and 
doth  not  defift  perluading  other  Parties  equally  de- 
ftrudlive  to  your  Maties  Intereft,  as  by  leizing  of 
Martin's  Vineyard,  a  Member  of  this  Government 
ever  fince  its  firft  Settlement,  under  yo^  Maties 
Crown,  tho'  it  be  neither  by  Name  in  the  MalTa- 
thufetts  Charter,  nor  by  yo^  Maties  Command  to 
yo^  Maties  Governor  here  ordered  to  be  delivered. 

one  of  the  Prifoncrs  under  Scntancc  of  Condcninacon  for  Murder,  whom 
he  liad  difcliargcd,  dated  from  Boilon,  dircded  to  his  Parents,  came  to 
Hand  by  Aecident,  containing  fevcrall  Refledions  upon  the  Government 
and  Words  tending  to  Sedition,  whicli  did  pafs  in  a  Conference  between 
Sir  WilHam  Pliips  and  fd  Governeur,  which  Letter  had  inflamed  die  late 
Followers  of  Leiflcr,  and  occafioncd  fondry  private  Meetings  and  infolent 
Exprefhons  againll  the  prefent  Government. 

Tlie  fame  was  read  and  Interpreted  into  Englifli. 
His  Excell.  defired  the  Advice  of  this  Board  what  may  be  proper  to 
exdnguifli  the  prefent  Flame, and  Dillurbance  occafioncd  thereby,  and  to 
prevent  the  like  for  the  Future. 

"  The  Council  arc  of  Opinion  and  doe  advife  his  Excelly  to  write  to 
Sir  William  Phips,  and  cnclofe  a  Copy  thereof,  and  of  the  Tranflation, 
to  acquaint  him  of  the  evil  Confequences  that  liave  happened  amongll  the 
Difcontented  in  the  Province,  being  thereby  inflamed  to  Difobcdience 
and  OblVmacy  after  their  being  well  quieted  and  eafy,  and  that  his  Exc'y 
doe  demand  Abraham  Governeur  by  an  Expreflx;  to  be  fent  hither. 

*  *  *  '*  The  Council  recommend  Capt.  Thomas  Clarke,  a 
Perfon  qualified  to  goe  Exprefle  to  Bolton,  to  demand  Governeur." 

This  violent  Perfecution  of  Leifler's  Adherents  was  foon  followed  by  a 
Readion,  and  the  Perfon  here  denounced  as  an  Incendiary,  was  in  1701 
chofen  Speaker  of  the  General  Aflembly  of  New  York. 
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By  Reafon  whereof  your  Maties  Peace  is  much  dif- 
turbed,  the  Authority  derived  from  the  Crown 
impaired,  and  the  Strength  of  this  yo^  Maties 
Province  weakened,  which  is  humbly  fubmitted, 
with  our  continual  Supplicacons  to  the  Divine 
Magefty  for  yo^  Maties  long  and  happy  Reigne 
attended  with  an  irrefiftible  Conqueft  over  all  your 
Maties  Enemyes. 

N.  Bayard, 
W  NicoLLs,  Frederick  Flypse, 

Chid.  Brooke,       S.  V.  Courtlandt, 
G.  MiNEviLLE,      John  Lawrence. 

New  York,  Feb.  the  10^^,  1692. 


9  At  a  Council  held  at  ffort  William  Henry,  the  17th  of 
March,  1692. 

Pre/ent :  His  Excelly  Ben  :  Fletcher,  EJq. 

Ffred.  Philips,         ')  Chid.  Brooke,  ) 

Steph.  Courtlandt,    >  Ejqrs.  John  Lawrence,     >  Efqrs. 
Gab.  MonvicUe,      )  Caleb  Heathcote,  ) 

His  Excellx  did  fignify  the  Occafion  of  his  calHng 
the  Council  together  was  an  Opportunity  for  Mar- 
tin's Vineyard,  did  offer  his  Opinion  that  it  may  be 
proper  to  fend  Mr.  Mayhew  a  Copy  of  the  Councels 
Report  upon  S^"  WilUam  Phips  L^^  and  the  printed 
Charter,  to  lett  him  know  that  his  layd  before  their 
Maties  and  defire  him  with  the  reft  that  are  well 
affedted  to  the  Government  to  preferve  the  Peace, 
and  ad:  nothing  by  S'"  William  Phips  Authority 

20 
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voluntarily/ but  what  fliall  be  forced  upon  him,  and 
from  Time  to  Time  as  Occafion  to  fend  Account 
of  it  hither,  which  is  approved  off,  and  the  Council 
doe  advife  his  Excellx  accordingly. 


INDEX. 


A  DDRESS  to  the  King,  150. 
Admiralty,  Decifion  of  a  Court 
of,  118. 

Advice,  when  improper  from  a 
Magiflrate,  46. 
concerning  relinquiflimcnt  of 
Martlia's  Vineyard,  147. 
Andros,  Governor,  Order  of  for 
fettling  Martha's  Vine- 
yard, 62. 
Note  concerning  the  Family 
of,  120. 

Appeal  from  local  Courts,  when 
allowed,  29,  42,  43,  86. 
of  Capt.  John  Gardner,  i  12. 

Attachments,  how  and  when  grant- 
ed, 44. 

D  ARNARD,  Robert,  a  Partner 
of  Intcreft  of  Thos.  Barnard,  i  2. 
Thomas,  one  of  the  ten  Own- 
ers of  Nantucket,  8,  11. 
Beers,  Richard,  Deed  to,  and  oth- 
ers, 5. 

Birthday  of  Duke  of  York  the  Be- 
ginning of  Governor's  Term, 
at  Nantucket,  27. 

Blockhoufes,  Orders  concerning, 89. 

Bofton,  Warrant  from,  145. 


Bread  may  be  exported,  34. 

Brenton  Mr.,  Claims  to  the  Eliza- 
beth Ifles  examined,  34. 

Bunker  William,  Fac  Sjmilc  of 
fignature  of,  77. 

Bye  Laws,  Order  for  eftablifliing,85 

CANNON  to  be  fent  to  Nantuck- 
et, 89. 

Cattle  fold  to  pay  a  fine,  i  16. 
Charges  againll  Jofcph  Coleman, 
123. 

Charter  of  New  England,  Extraft 

from,  146. 
Chief  Magiftrate  of  Nantucket : 
Trillram  Coffin,  30. 
Richard  Gardner,  55,  114. 
Thomas  Macy,  114. 
John  Gardner,  i  16. 
Chippaquiddick  Jfland,  Grant  of,  7. 
Coffin  James,  a  Partner  of  Intcrell 
of  Peter  Coffin,  i  2. 
Peter,  one  of  the  ten  Owners 
of  Nantucket,  8,  11. 
admits  James  as  Partner  of 

his  Intercll,  1  2. 
chofcn  Affillant,  94,  106. 
Comiil.iint  av.ainll,  106. 
'I'rillram,  I'ciition  from,  ()o. 
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Coffin  Triftram,  one  of  the  ten 
Owners  of  Nantucket,  8,  li. 

authorized  to  tranfaft  Bufi- 
nefs  at  New  York,  24. 

commiffioned  as  chief  Ma- 
giftrate  of  Nantucket,  30. 

Oueftions  propofed  by,  62. 

Petition  and  Propofals,  79. 

Signature,  Fac  Simile  of, 
61,  80,  122. 

Chief  Magillrate  of  Nan- 
tucket, 1 14. 

Decifion  of  a  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, 1 19. 

Apology  and  Statement  of, 
1 20. 

Discharge  from  Judgment 
of  Court,  122. 
Triftram  Jr.,  a  Partner  of  In- 
tcrcil  of  Stephen  Green- 
leaf,  12. 

Coleman  Jof.,  Charges  againft,  123. 
Cafe  of  remitted  to  Court 

of  Affizc,  124. 
admitted  to  half  a  Share  in 
Nantucket,  14. 
Thomas,  Fac  Simile  of  Sig- 
nature, 77,  99. 
Commiffion  of  Trillram  Coffin  as 
Chief  Magiftrate  of  Nan- 
tucket, 30. 

John  Gardner  as  Captain,  57. 
to  call  Offenders  to  Account 
on  Martha's  Vineyard, 
&c.,  65. 
for  purfuing  a  Pirate,  124. 
Conilablcs  to  adl  as  Grand  Jurors, 

48. 

Fees  of  regulated,  49. 
Penalty  for  refufmg  to  af- 
fift,  50. 


Conftable,  Penalty  for  ftriking,  50. 

Duty  of,  86. 
Contempt  of  Court,  how  puniflied. 

Corn  ufed  in  balloting  at  Eledlions, 
91. 

Council  Minutes,  20,  32,  33,  34, 
35,  83,  88,  145,  147, 
149,  153. 

Courts  eftabliflied  by  Council,  28. 
when  and  where  to  be  held,  42. 
Order  for  ertablifhing,  85. 
Jurifdidion  of,  86. 
Irregular  Proceedings  of,  92. 
to  be  accommodated  at  the 
public  Charge,  1 1 7. 

PJAGGETT  Thomas,  Pedtion 
^  of,  66. 

Fac  Simile  of  Signature,  68. 
Debtors  may  be  fold  in  certain 

Cafes,  44. 
Decifion  on  Appeal  of  John  Gard- 
ner, 113. 
of  a  Court  of  Admiralty, 
118. 

Deeds  of  older  Date  than  N.  York 
Patent  how  regarded,  5  i 

Defamation,  how  puniflied,  14. 
Defcftion  of  Magillratcs  complain- 
ed cf,  i^;. 
Difchargc  of  Triftram  Coffin  from 

Sentence  of  Court,  122. 
Disfranchifement  of  Captain  John 

Gardner,  1 1 1 . 
Diforders  during  Occupation  of  N. 

York  by  the  Dutch,  65. 
Doggett  Jno.,  Deed  to  and  others,  5. 
Dongan  Gov.,  Patent  of  to  Nan- 
tucket, 128. 
Drunkenness,  how  puniflied,  47. 
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PDGARTON  incorporated,  39. 
Elcdions,  irregularities  in  Pro- 
ceedings of,  91. 
Elizabeth  Iflcs,  Deed  of,  3. 

Wreck  of  a  Veflcl  on,  20. 
Claims  to  examined,  34. 
Evidence,  when  allowed  in  Writ- 
ing>  45- 

Excifc,  complaint  of  cxceflive,  126. 

tj^AC  Simile  of  Signatures,  of  Wm. 
^  Bunker,  77. 

Triftram  CofFyn,  61,80,122. 
Thomas  Coleman,  77,  99. 
Thomas  Doggert,  68. 
Peter  Foulger,  98. 
John  Gardner,  iio,  113. 
Richard  Gardner,  82,  99. 
Thomas  Macy,  77,  82,  103. 
Matthew  Mayhew,  61,  68, 

80,  III,  117. 
Thomas  Mayhew,  74. 
Edward  Starbuck,  77,  82,  99. 
William  Worth,  77,  94,  120. 
Feathers  fent  as  a  Prcfent  to  the 

Governor,  58. 
Fees  of  Marflials,  117. 

of  Courts,  Jurors  and  WitncfT- 
es,  44,  45,  46,  49. 
Fences,  Towns  to  ellabhfli  Rules 

concerning,  1 1 7. 
Fine  of  Capt.  John  Gardner,  ill. 

Irregulariues  in  Returns,  1  26. 
Flour  may  be  exported,  34. 
Foulger  Peter,  Sentence  concern- 
ing, 115. 
Foreigners  to  give  Security  in  Pro- 

fccutions,  44. 
Forrctt  James,  Deeds  to  Thomas 
Mayhew  as  Agent  of  Stir- 
hng,  I,  2. 
Foulger  Peter,  Notice  of,  81. 


Foulger  Peter,  Petition  of,  89. 

Order  of  Court  concerning, 94. 

is  imprifoned,  94. 

relates  the  Condition  and  Feel- 
ing of  the  Indians,  95. 

an  Interpreter  to  Indians,  96. 

Fac  Simile  of  Signature,  98. 

Statement  of  the  Cafe  of,  109. 
French  Ship,  Wreck  of,  118. 

GARDNER  John,  receives  a 
^■"^  Seaman's  Share  in  Nan- 

tucket, 17, 

licenfed  to  purchafe  of  Indi- 
ans, 53. 

commiflioncd  as  Captain  of  a 
Foot  Company,  57. 

Letter  of  to  Governor,  103. 

Sentence  of,  i  10. 

Appeal  of,  112. 

Dccifion  upon  Appeal  of,  113. 

Fac  Simile  of  Signature  of, 
1 10,  113. 

Order  concerning  Sentence  of, 
114. 

Reception  of  Governor's  Or- 
der, 115. 

Property  fold  to  pay  Fine  of, 
116. 

cleded  Chief  Magiilrate,  116. 
Jofeph,  receives  a  Tradefman's 
Share  in  Nantucket,  15. 
Complaint  againll,  125. 
Richard,  receives  a  Seaman's 
Share  in  Nantucket,  15. 
hcenfed  to  purchafe  of  In- 
dians, 53. 
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trate  of  Nantucket,  55. 
Fac  Simile  of  Signature, 
82,  99. 

General  Court  to  be  held,  28,  29. 
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General  Court,  Laws  cftabliflied 
by,  42.  1 1 6. 
when  to  meet,  42. 
Fees  regulated,  42. 
Gorges  Fcrdinando,  Deed  from  by 

his  Agent  Vines,  4. 
Gouverneur  Abraham,  Complaint 

againll,  151. 
Grand  Jurors,  who  to  adt  as,  48. 
Greenlcaf  Stephen,  one  of  the  ten 
Owners  of  Nantucket,  8,  i  1. 
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pJALL  Capt.  Richard,  and  Oth- 
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Hides  favcd  from  a  Wreck,  1 18. 

Holland  Nath'l,  receives  a  Trades- 
man's Share  in  Nantuck- 
et, 16. 

Huflcy  Chrillophcr,  one  of  the  ten 
Owners  of  Nantucket,  8,/ 
1 1 . 

admits  Robert  Pykc  as  Partner 

of  his  Intereil,  1  2. 
Stephen,  Petition  of,  125. 

T IMPRISONMENT  for  Debt, 
when  allowed,  43,  44. 
Indians,  how  governed,  29,  36,  39. 
Conllables  to  be  appointed 

among,  29. 
rcquellcd   to  attend  at  New 

York,  40. 
Trade  with  reftrifted.  48,  87, 
89. 

prohibited    from  purchafing 

Liquors,  46. 
when  allowed  to  appeal,  50. 
Numbers  and  relative  Strength 

of,  88. 


Indians  complain  of  Treatment  of 
Peter  Foulger,  95,  96. 
Abufes  in  Trade  with,  100. 
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Trade  in  Poweicr  with,  102. 
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Purchafes,  Licenfes  for,  37. 
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Tawanquatick,  6,  7. 
Chappaquiddick,  6,  7. 
Tequoneman,  6,  7. 
Mafquetuck,  8,  9. 
Mononiack,  146. 
Nafliayte,  8. 
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Tuckanucket,  10,  27,  57. 
Wanackmamack,  i  o,  i  8, 1 9. 
^^^iaquittaquay,  18. 
Manamoy,  i  8. 
Poquomock,  i  8. 
Sagadahock,  146. 
InflrucSlions  for  the  Government  of 
Martha's  Vineyard,  38. 
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cllablilhing  Courts  and  Bye 
Laws,  85. 
Inteftate  Ellatcs  how  fettled,  46. 
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JUDGMENTS  when  entered,45 
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and  criminal  Cafes,  29. 
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Juries,  when  to  be  allowed,  43. 
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TZ"NAPTON,  Capt.  C.Tlar,  to     Lovelace  Gov.,  Commiflion  from  to 
hold  a  Court  of  Admi-  Trillram  Coffin  in  Nan- 

ralty,  i  i  8.  tucket,  30. 


T   AWS  of  Nantucket  and  Mar- 
tha's  Vineyard,  42,  116. 
appointed  at  General  Court, 
116. 

of  England  to  be  obferved,  28. 
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Court  may  cftablifli  local,  28. 
Lands  to  be  improved,  87. 
Letter  of  Gov.  Lovelace  to  Tho- 
mas May  hew,  2 1 . 
of  Attorney  for  Trillram  Cof- 
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of  Attorney  for  Thomas  Ma- 
cy,  25. 

from  Gov.  Lovelace  to  Gov. 
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tucket, 1 1 4. 
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Government  of,  35. 
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Martha's  Vineyard,  Surrender  of  to 
Maflachufctts  oppolcd, 

HS,  H9,  152. 
Mather  Cotton,  Notice  of  Peter 

Foulgcr  by,  89, 
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ANTUCKET,  Deed  of.  i. 

Deed  to  nine  Purchafcrs,  8. 
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Land  on,  1 1 . 
ten  other  Pcrfons  admitted  to 
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Tradcfman's  Share,  16. 
John  Gardner  receives  a  Sea- 
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THE  FIRST  CUP  OF  TEA  IN  ^^AI^TUCKET. 

Maadeqiifeti  Contains  little  of  interest  to  the 
average  cOiirist.  There  are  fishing  -  boats 
iirftwn  up  on  the  beach,  nets  drying  in  the 
sun,  bronzed  and  bearded  fishermen  loun- 
ging about,  whose  talk  is  of  the  bluefish, 
scup,  eels,  herring,  lobsters  and  clams  which 
form  the  objects  of  their  daily  pursuit.  It 
was  the  first  point  of  settlement,  Thomas 
Macy  spending  the  winter  of  1G59  here,  and 
for  a  century  it  continued  to  be  the  residence 
of  some  of  the  best  families  of  the  island.  Of 
these  were  the  Starbucks,  who  lived  in  a  fine 
old  conntry-house  a  little  oiitsule  of  the  vil- 
lage, in  which,  in  1745,  pretty  Ruth  Went- 
worth  and  a  certain  Captain  Morris  of  Bos- 
ton, owner  of  a  China  tea  ship,  made  the  first 
cup  of  tea  ever  brewed  in  Nantucket. 

The  Starbucks  have  figured  largely  in  our 
annals  as  merchants,  shipowners  and  sea  cap- 
tains. They  were  Friends  in  religious  belief. 
At  the  time  of  which  I  write  the  family  con- 
sisted of  Grandpa  and  Grandma  Starbuck, 
Nathaniel,  their  son,  liis  wife  Content,  their 
son  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  absent  on  a  voyage  to 
China,  Esther,  a  maiden  sister,  and  Ruth 
Wentworth,  a  niece,  whose  parents  had  emi- 
grated to  Vermont  a  year  before,  leaving  her 
in  charge  of  her  Uncle  and  Aunt  Starbuck. 
Ruth  Wentworth  was  a  charming  maiden  of 
eighteen,  petite  in  form,  with  deep  blue  eyes 
and  golden  hair— attractions  to  which  their 
Quaker  simplicity  and  modesty  gave  addi- 
tional charm.  One  day  in  December  the 
household  was  thrown  into  confusion  by  a 
letter  from  the  sailor  son,  dated  at  Boston, 
saying  that  his  ship  was  in  port,  and  that  he 
should  be  at  home  in  time  to  see  the  new 
year  in.  He  added  that  he  had  sent  his  sea 
chest— containing  a  box  of  tea  for  his  mother 
and  some  trinkets  for  Ruth— by  the 
vessel  which  bore  his  letter,  and  that 
he  should  bring  as  his  guest  a  dear  friend, 
Captain  Morris  of  Boston,  owner  of  the  vessel 
in  which  he  had  sailed.  The  chest  came 
presently,  and  as  appears  from  time-stained 
1  letteifl  still  retained  in  the  Starbuck  family, 


|l  created  quite  an  excitement  in  the  hamlet. 
It  was  the  first  tea  ever  known  on  the  island. 
Rumors  of  a  fragrant  herb  which  had  been 
introduced  into  Boston  and  had  met  wdth 
great  favor  there  were  rife,  but  no  one  had 
seen  the  curiosity,  and  all  the  neiofliburs 
gathered  in  the  great  Starbuck  kitchen  to 
see  the  box  opened,  and  taste  and  smell  of  its 
contents.  The  guests  were  expected  on  the 
last  day  of  the  year,  and  it  was  decided  to 
have  a  New  Year's  tea  party,  and  at  the  same 
time  watch  the  old  year  out  and  the  new  year 
in — a  custom  still  observed  in  many  country 
districts.  Aunt  Content  and  grandma,  Aunt 
Esther  and  little  Ruth  were  all  busy.  The 
pantry  shelves  fairly  groaned  with  the  load 
of  goodies  cooked  for  the  occasion ;  the  great 
parlor,  which  had  not  been  used  since  Aunt 
Mehitabel's  wedding,  was  opened;  the  floor 
newly  waxed  and  polished,  and  spread 
with  beautiful  mats  and  rugs,  found  in 
Cousin  Nathaniel's  chest.  Jude,  the  slave 
girl,  nibbed  the  fender  and  great  andirons  of 
the  fireplace  until  they  shone,  while  Ruth 
looped  back  the  chintz  curtains,  placed  a 
bouquet  of  autaimn  leaves  and  scarlet  berries 
on  the  mantel,  disposed  the  stiff  wooden 
chairs  a  little  less  primly,  and  arranged  the 
rugs  and  mats  where  their  colors  blended 
harmoniously,  stopping  at  intervals  with  her 
head  on  one  side,  and  her  hands  in  the  pock- 
ets of  her  housekeeper's  apron  to  view  the 
general  effect.  Aunt  Esther  did  not  look 
with  favor  on  these  proceedings.  "Sho', 
child,"  she  admonished,  "I  fear  thee  is  too 
much  taken  with  these  vanities ;  the  bright 
things  of  this  world  are  of  short  duration ;" 
but  grandma  interposed  with  her  voice  of 
authority,  and  said  it  was  natural  and  right 
for  the  young  to  admire^  beauty.  At  length 
the  day  came.  Uncle  Edward  Starbuck  and 
his  family,  and  Lieuteuant  Macy's  family, 
were  invited  to  meet  the  distinguished  guest. 
Ruth  dressed  early  to  receive  the  visitors.  I 
have  seen  a  letter  in  which  she  described  her 
costume— a  new  blue  gown,  with  lace  in  the 
neck  that  grandma  had  given  her,  her  j 
mother's  gold  necklace,  and  her  golden 
curls  tied  back  with  a  blue  ribbon  that  ! 
graudma  had  bought  in  London.  Coming  I 
into  the  kitchen  from  her  toilet,  she  found 
Aunt  Content,  Aunt  Edward  Starbuck,  and 
Mrs.  Lieutenant  Macy,  all  at  their  wits'  end 


over  the  problem  how  to  cook  and  serve  the 
tea.    Mrs.  Lieutenant  Macy  said  she  had 
heard  it  ought  to  be  well  cooked  to  be  palata- 
ble, and  Aunt  Starbuck  observed  that  a  lady 
in  Boston  who  had  drunk  tea  said  it  needed 
a  good  quantity  for  steeping,  which  was  the 
reason  it  was  so  expensive.   The  result  was 
that  Aunt  Content  bung  the  bright  five-gal- 
lon  bell-metal  teapot  on  the  crane,  put  in  a 
two-quart-bowlful  of  tea  with  plenty  of  wa- 
ter, and  left  Aunt  Esther  and  Lydia  Ann  i 
Macy  to  watch  and  see  that  it  boiled.  Present- 
ly Ruth,  who  happened  into  the  hall,  heard  ^ 
,  Lydia  say,  "I  have  heard  that  when  tea  is 
drunk  it  gives  a  brilliancy  to  the  eyes  and 
youthful  freshness  to  the  complexion.    I  am 
fearful   thy  sister-in-law  failed  to  put  in 
a   sufficient   quantity  of  leaves;"  so  Aunt 
Esther    added    another  bowlful.  When 
the    tea    had    boiled    an    hour,  Cousin 
Nathaniel    and    his    friend    the  captain 
came.   The  captain  was  tall  and  lithe,  with 
dark  hair  and  tawny  beard,  and  Ruth  thought 
she  had  never  seen  a  man  so  noble-looking. 
Meantime  the  tea  had  been  boiled  down  until 
only  a  gallon  remained  in  the  kettle,  when  it 
was  poured  into  grandma's  large  silver  tan- 
kard and  placed  on  the  table ;  a  silver  por- 
ringer, with  cream  and  lumps  of  sugar,  was 
placed  beside  each  guest's  plate.   When  din- 
ner was  announced,  the  captain  took  out 
Miss  Ruth,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  Aunt 
Esther,  who  subsequently  give  her  niece 
private  lecture  on  the  impropriety  of  young 
girls  putting  themselves  forward.   After  the 
blessing,  Mrs.  Conant  said,  hesitatingly,  '*I 
have  brewed  a  dish  of  tea;  but  am  fearful  I 
have  not  prepared  it  as  it  hath  need,  and 
would  ask  your  opinion."    Cousin  Nathaniel 
sniffed  and  sipped,  and  then  answered,  ''As 
my  mother  desires  my  opinion,  I  must  needs 
say  that  a  spoonful  of  this  beverage,  which 
she  has  prepared  for  us  with  such  hospitable  1 
intent,  would  nearly  kill  any  one  of  us."  I 
Captain  Morris  remarked  that  his  hostess  | 
would  keep  the  decoction  for  dyeing  her  | 
woollens,  and  said  he  would  show  her  how 
to  make  tea;  "and  this  young  lady,"  he  said, 
turning  to  Ruth,  "shall  brew  the  lirst  dish  of 
the  beverage  ever  made  in  Nantucket." 

Dinner  over,  the  captain  and  Ruth  went 
out  into  the  great  kitchen  to  make  the  tea. 
He  took  Uncle  Nat's  large,  gray  stone 
pitcher,^  and  put  into  it  as  much  tea  as  he 
could  h<;ld  between  thumb  and  linger  for 
"each  guest,  and  an  additional  pinch  foj*  the 

pitcher ;  poured  on  boiling  water  sufficient  ' 
;  for  all ;  then  Ruth  raked  out  the  coals  in  the 
wide  lireplace ;  and  it  was  set  on  them  until 
it  came  to  a  gentle  boil.   When  the  tea  had 
boile«l,  it  was  poured  into  the  tankard  and 
served  to  the  guests  in  silver  porringers,  with 
cream  and  sugar.   All  pronounced  it  deli- ' 
cious,  and  to  Ruth  it  seemed  like  nectar.  - 
•  But  the  tea  party  had  its  sequel;  and  that 
'  was  the  marriage,  a  few  weeks  later,  of  the  ^ 
I  captain  and  Ruth  Wentworth.    I  mention. ' 
the  matter  because  the  story  is  only  half  told.  " 
without  it.   [New  York  Evening  Post. 


,     ItOBEKT   KATLIIT.     f'C  0~  I 

Tl.e  I.ftst  Survivor  of  the  Companioui  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

To  Ihe  Edilors  of  the  Boston  Dallij  Advertiser 

Some  two  yeais  or  more  since  the  writer  gave 
you  Ru  account  of  the  adveDturous  life  of  Mr. 
Jiobeit  Ratlif  t  of  Naniucket,  who  accompanied 
the  great  >'apoleon  to  St.  Helena  on  board  tlie 
84-;;un  sbip  Nortbumbeiland,  in  command  of  Sir 
(ieoige  Cockburn,  In  1815.  It  maybe  inteiesting- 
to  your  many  readers,  who  took  such  a  lively  in- 
terest in  the  uero  sailor  at  that  time,  to  bear 
again  from  him.  Ali.llatlifc  has  become  totally 
blind,  and  very  difficult  to  bear,  and  is  othei  wise 
giving  up  to  his  extreme  age,  now  near  bisSTth 
year.  He  still  preserves  bis  sweet  disposition, and 
always  seems  very  happy  and  contented  with  his 
surroundings,  continually  bumming  over  bis 
long-cberlshed  Methodist  refrains  and  other  re- 
membered tunes  to  a  remarkable  degree  for  so 
old  a  person.  On  the  whole,  however,  his  mind  is 
giving  up  some  of  its  long-cherished  idols.  Be- 
reft of  everything  on  earth  to  make  one  happy,  as 
lie  is  today,  be  looks  forward  tor  the  signal  giiQ 
announcing  the  voyai^e  which  is  to  take  him  into< 
joy  eternal.  j\Ir.  Ratlift  is  .supposed  to  be  the 
last  suivivor  of  the  ^apoleouic  period.  In  ISTS  a 
waiting  maid  to  I.ady  Hudson  I.owe  was  the  only 
known  person  of  that  era  living  in  England,  she 
was  then  eigbty-four  years  old.  F,  C.  S. 


CF 10111  ihc  Daily  AdveiUser,  Jlaicli  15,  1878.1 
Mr.  Itatlitt  was  born  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
England,  February  2:j,  1701.  At  eleven  years  of 
age  be  went  into  a  tactory  where  watch  cryiitals 
were  manufactured.  This  not  proving  to  bis 
laste.  be  left,  and  was  apDrenticeu  to  sea  life  for 
seven  years,  bis  father  meanwhile  i)aying  for  a  i 
membership,  when  of  age,  of  Trinity  House  ot 
Newcastle.  These  papers  he  still  preserves  in  a 
frame,  and  shows  them  with  much  enthusiasm, 
lor  thev  made  bim  a  free  man,  entitled  to  vote 
when  ot  age,  and  conferred  some  other  privileges 
uuon  him;  and,  I  am  happy  to  add,  the  corporation^ 
of  Trinity  has  recently  held  correspondence  witflr 
bim  ana  owned  him  as  a  brother  m  a  foreign  , 
land !  He  went  on  board  the  IMaiabar  frigate,  which 
ioiued  a  thousand  war-ships  and  transports  gath- 
ering in  the  Downs.  They  sailed  for  Copenhagen, 
ana  flatlift,  In  iherrlnce  of  NVales,  was  present 
ut  the  taking  of  the  fianish  capital,  and  of  all  the 
war-ships  in  the  port,  including  some  which  were 
on  the  stocks.  These  were  carried  to  England, 
and  two  of  these  ships  from  the  stocks  wore  in 
time  tainous  whalers  in  the  South  seas. 

AVe  next  lind  him  convoying  transuorls  with 
troops  from  Englana  for  Wellington' in  Spain, 
and  briuciug  back  ship-loads  of  famished,  fever- 
stricken  soluiers,  who  died  by  the  hua<irod3  upon 
the  passage;  and,  even  aftcr"^  they  Lxa  arrived  in 
the  JJowuB,  thousands  died  and  were  thrown  into 
the  sea,  with  mattresses,  bed-clothes  and  ward- 
robe, leaving  nothina:  behind  to  spread  the  pesti- 
lence. Ho  next  was  on  service  in  the  Baltic,  and 
was  frozen  up  there  in  the  winter  of  1813.  In  the  ! 
spring  he  arrived  home,  and  was  immediately  im-  • 
pressed  upon  the  shii)  Albion,  71,  Captain  Devouo 
shire,  belonging  to  a  large  Heat,  one 
of  whifii  was  the  Shannon  frigate,  that  af- 


tei  wartls  I'ougnt  aud  took  our  United  States  ship 
Cliesapeake  in  ISlo.  Wben  they  arrived  in  Halt- 
lax  tbey  took  a  pilot  to  tbe  Albion  from  tbe  fleet, 
and  sailea  for  a  ciuise  olf  our  coast;  and,wlieu 
just  soutb  of  Kantucket,  tbey  fell  in  witb  tlie  ship 
iNlonticello,  Cantaln  J^arzillai  Coflin.  bound  to  ISan- 
•^ucket  from  tbe  Paci tic  ocean,  full  of  sperm  oil. 
Vtiey  took  Captain  Coffin  out  of  bis  ship,  and  sent 
lier.a  bonny  prize,  to  Halifax  with  all  hor  crew. 
'Ihey  then  sailed  for  Gardner's  bay,  Lon^j:  Island, 
and  landed  Captain  Collin.  Here  Sir  Georij;e 
Cockburn  transferred  bis  Hag  to  the  Albion,  and 
tbey  proceeded  to  tiie  Chesapeake  bay  to  coope- 
rate with  the  ileet  from  lOngland  and  tbe  troops 
under  Sii  I'eter  Parker  and  General  Itoss  in  the 
contemplated  attacks  on  iJaltimore  aud  Washing- 

lOD. 

Sir  George  Cockbnrn  built  a  battery  at  Tanq;iev 
Island  to  eufiage  the  batteries  on  the  Maryland 
shore  and  against  the  forts.  When  General  floss 
arrived  from  England  they  were  ready  to  proceed 
with  the  work.  Soon  General  Ross  and  Su-  I'eter 
Parker  were  killed  on  shore,  and  the  l^no  lish  ships 
were  beaten  otl  by  the  foits  and  gunboats.    Rit-  , 
litt  was  present  at  tbe  burning  of  ^Vashington.  | 
Sir  (ieorge  Cockburn  then  took  Sir  Peter  Parker  s  i 
remains  and  sailed  for  15ermLida,  where  Sir  James  1 
' Cockburn,   bis  brother,  was  governor.   On  ar- 
rival tbey  took  tbe  remains  of  Sir  Peter  on  { 
shore,  and  he  was  buried   with   great  pomp. 
At  Bermuda  they  were  ioined  by  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane  in  the  Tenedos  to  operate  at  New  Or- 


leans. Sir  Geoige  Cockburn  tailed  in  the  Albion 
tor  the  mouth  ot  St.  Jlary's  river,  Florida.  On 
their  arrival  tbey  took  a  ship  loaded  with  cotton 
and  a  gunboat.  They  loailed  the  guuboat  with 
100  negroes  and  sent  all  to  I>ermMda.  After  the 
battle  of  IS'ew  Orleans  they  heard  of  the  peace, 
aud  sailed  immediately  lor  England  Dy  the  way  ot 
Bermuda. 

On  their  ariival  news  had  Just  been  received  in 
England  that  the  battle  ul  Waterloo  had  boon 
fought  and  won  by  Wellinu-tou  aud  his  allies,  and 
that  Napoleon  had  snrrended  himself  to  Caotaiu 
]\laiilacd  on  board  the  Pellerophon.  After  thi.s 
event  Sir  George  Cockburn  trauitorrcd  his  flag 
troni  the  Albion  to  the  Mortbuiuberland,  and  was 
detailed  to  take  Aapoleou  to  St.  Helena.  Sir 
George  then  sent  for  twelve  of  his  young  men 
from  the  Albion  to  join  hiin  on  the  Noi  tbuiuber- 
Icud,  aud  Patlitt  was  one  ot  tbe  men  detailed 
for  that  duty.  They  sailed  from  England  in  July, 
and  arrived  in  St.  Helena  in  November.  The  mci- 
aents  ot  the  voyage  were  few.  Napoleon  would 
take  bis  airings  upon  the  main  (ieck;  never  would 
speak  to  any  officer,  but  would  sit 
upon  tbe  breech  ot  a  gun  and  witness 
tbe  various  evolutions  of  the  sailors,  which  he 
seemed  to  admire;  would  pinch  their  ears,  and 
ask  them  in  very  good  English  if  they  were  well 
treated  by  their  s-uperiors,  and  if  they  had  euouuh 
to  eat,  etc.  But  the  most»exciting  scene  which 
happened  upon  the  passage,  and  heartily  enjoyed 
by  Napoleon  and  Jladame  Bertrand  especia"ily, 
was  in  crossing  the  equator  one  night,  when  Nep- 
tune, trident  in  hand,  summoned  every  greenhorn 
to  appear  before  bis  austere  salt  majesty,  and 
ibeie  were  over  three  hundred  who  had  never 
crossed  the  line.  Of  course  they  v.'cre  all  lathered 
tvitli  sf}iiili,  tor  water,  etc.,  and  shaved  with  a  huge 
lazor  made  of  iron  hoop.  Ibis  was  enjoyed  by  all 
en  board.  Now,  however,  it  has  gone  om  of 
!  ash  ion. 

On  arriving  at  St.  Helena  tbey -Napoleon  and 
suite— eiubavked  for  the  shore,  and  went  to  Mr. 
Balcome's,  who  was  a  government  agent.  Jlat- 
litt  and  bis  comrades  were  detailed  for  shore 
duty,  biting  up  Longwood  or  Plantation  House, 
and  these  young  men  took  every  Piece  of  plate 


and  all  valuables  up  by  band  to  Longwood,  Na- 
poleon always  having  a  good  word  for  them  all. 
\Yben  Ihey  left  the  ship,  Sir  George  had  all  the 
yards  manned  and  bunting  and  streamers  flying. 
In  due  time  the  Newcastle,  flfty-gun  frigate, 
bringing  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  arrived  out  auti  re- 
lieved Sir  George  Cockburn  from  duty,  who  sailed 
immediately  lor  England,  where  be  arrivea  with- 
out accident,  where  the  sailors  were  paid  oJV,  and 
were  once  more  free,  fn  18iG  I^atlift  received 
the  corporation  papers,  j\,s  previously  indicated^ 
from  Trinity  House, 

>Ye  next  find  him  as  chief  officer  of  a  ship  to 
Tvio  Janeiro,  Brazil ;  and  while  upon  some  d  itv  on 
the  coast,  carrying  ammunition  from  port  to  porr, 
they  were  captured.  On  the  arrival  of  the  r.ritish 
admiral  upon  the  coast  they  were  set  free,  and 
landed  in  Bermuda.  They  took  a  vessel  for  Hali- 
fax and  England,  where  they  arrived  safe.  Bat- 
ciilf  sailed  again  for  the  United  states,  and  when 
off  tbe  south  shore  of  Nantucket  the  vessel  was 
driven  ashore  in  a  gaie,  and  became  a  pertect 
wreck,  in  December,  1820.  The  next  move  he 
I  makes  was  new  to  the  young  sailor.  He  shipped 
on  a  whaler,  and  made  a  successful  voyage,  and 
again  a  second  voyage  with  another  commander; 
here,  too,  he  strikes  oil  successfully,  and 
has       c-'rued  titl§        to  marry 

>!S'.UUcLet  girl,  w  hich  be  did,au3  lecM6  I'ecoii- 
ciled  to  the  place  forever!  He  now  set  himself  up 
as  a  master-rigger,  and  had  a  eang  of  fifty  men 
always  m  hand,  with  as  much  business  as  needed 
from  2.:o  vessels,  when  Nantucket  was  truly  a  bee 
hive  of  a  iilace;  and  the  writer  is  proud  to  say, 
that  no  better  man  ever  moved  about  here  in  all 
these  years.  He  was  always  ready  with  cheerful- 
ness to  do  anything,  night  or  day,  with  our  ships, 
either  at  the  wharf-harbor  or  away  at  the  ship- 
yard. 

When  our  great  fire  came  upon  us  inlSlC,  de- 
vastating forty  acres  ot  our  place,  and  that,  too, 
n  the  commercial  centre  of  the  town,  Mr. 
Patlift  lost  bis  two  lotts  and  the  accu- 
mulated savinps  of  his  whole  life.  The 
morning  of  the  Ifth  of  July  found  him 
in  complete  poverty!  He  commenced  again, 
but  not  with  the  same  vieor  as  before,  and  when 
he  bad  but  partially  overcome  some  of  bis  losses 
we  had  the  opening  of  our  new  empire  in  Califor- 
nia. 'J  bis  proved  too  potent  tor  us  all,  and  grad- 
ually we  had  all  of  us  to  succumb  to  this  new  in- 
lluence,  which  had  all  the  effect  of  a  withering 
blight,  and  ubich  we  at  Nantucket  have  never 
been  able  to  resist.  Mr.  Batllft  has  arrived  at 
that  age  when,  though  he  can  still  witness  the  sea 
and  its  lappings  on  the  shore,  be  can  no  longer 
the  roar  nor  the  boom  of  its  music  in  the 
stoim.   God  give  him  comfort.  P.  C.  S. 


Among  the  residents  of  Nantucket  is  Mr.;' 
Francis  B.  Sanford,  a  gentleman  of  wealth  and. 
enterprise,  who  after  a  rugged  experience  ot  a 
mariner's  life  settled  down  to  agricultural  pur-1 
suits  and  has  a  very  line  farm.  Mr.  Sanford  is  a' 
man  of  generous  instincts,  aud  his  bounty  ex- 
tends to  several  deserving  denizens  of  the 
island.  Among  these  is  Mr.  Robert  Ratlift,  a- 
venerable  man,  wlio  in  his  younger  days  was ' 
detailed  by  Sir  Georpw  Coo,k!>urn  to  accompany  , 
him  in  the  8-t  gun  ship  tliat  caf  ried  Napoleon 
^Bonaparte  to  his  exile  at  St.  Helena  in  1815. 
Mr.  Ratlift  is  now  nearly  90  years  old,  and 
totally  blind,  wilh  cicat  difficulty  in  hearing. 
.He  is  of  very  gentle  dispositioiv,  and  always  con- 
j'tentftd  and  happy,     (jp  *  t  •  /  ^  '  '  i  i  *  ' , 


OF  THE 


ROBERT  RATTCLIFF,  A  VETERAN 
, .  ;    NAPOLEONIC  PERIOD. 

Tlie  recent  death  of  Admiral  RoiH  in  Enftiand 
was  supposed  to  close  the  career  of  the  last  of  the 
survivors  of  tlie  days  of  St.  Helena  and  the  first 
Napoleou,  out  an  old  woman  of  84  years  has  been 
found  in  London  who  m  ber  youth  was  lady's 
ma'd  to  Lady  Lowe,  when  the  latter's  husband 
had  charge  of  the  island  and  its  illustrious  exile. 
Earl  Russell,  also,  who  is  still  alive  and  vigorous, 
remembers  a  far  older  neriod  of  the  Napoleonic 
days,  as  he  paid  a  visit  to"  Wellington  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Peninsular  campaigu. 

The  above  slip,  now  current  in  the  newspapers, 
is  incorrect.  We  have  living  among  us  in  Nan- 
tucket a  noble  hearted  veteran  of  that  historic 
period,  Mr.  Robert  Rattcliff,  83  years  old.  INlr. 
Rattcliff  was  born  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, 
and  was  early  an  apprenticed  sailor.  In  1815  he 
was  attached  to  the  '•Northumberland"  74,  Sir 
George  Cockburn,  which  took  Napoleon  to  St. 
Helena.  On  the  passage  the  Emperor  in  his  au*- 
ings  upon  the  main  deck  of  the  ship,  was  pleased 
to  observe  the  movements  of  the  sailors,  and  often 
held  conversations  with  them.  Among  this  num- 
ber was  young  Rattcliff,  w^ho,  then  20  years  old, 
bright,  intelligent,  with  a  fine  deportment,  drew 
the  keen  eye  of  the  Emperor.  He  would  pinch  the 
ear  of  the  young  sailor,  and  ask  him  if  he  had 
enough  to  eat,  good  treatment,  and  how  he  liked 
sailor  life.  The  gun  amidships  was  named  the 
'•Emperor"  by  the  sailors,  as  he  always  stopped 
and  sat  upon  it  to  hold  conversations  and  witness 
their  evolutions. 

On  their  return  to  England,  Rattcliff  took  a 
voyage  to  Auaerica  in  a  ship  of 
marine.  When  near  our  island,  Nantucket,  they 
encountered  a  storm,  and  the  vessel  was  cast 
ashore  upon  the  south  side  of  the  island,  a  total 
wreck.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Rattcliff  has  been  a 
citizen  of  our  place,  now  fifty-eight  years.  He 
soon  married,  became  a  master  rigper,  andhad 
nearly  all  the  business  done  in  that  line  upon  the 
island,  employing  a  large  number  of  men;  thi 


(G091.)  A  writer  in  the  Bennington  (Vt.) 
Banner,  recalling  some  historical  reminis- 
cences of  a  famous  hostelry,  says,  "Here 
stands  the  old  'Catamount  Tavern,'  around 
which  cluster  prohably  more  incidents  of 
historical  interest  tbi.vu  any  other  building 
how  standing.  This  little  seven-by-nine 
council  room  will  be  ever  memorable  as  the 
secret  place  where  the  'Council  of  Safety' 
met  during  the  Revolution  to  arrange  the  de- 
tails of  the  war,  the  admission  of  Vermont 
into  the  Union  and  our  trying  controversy 
with  New  York.  Over  the  threshold  of  the 
southwest  door  the  British  officers  were  in- 
troduced as  prisoners  of  war.  About  thirty 
feet  from  the  same  point,  upon  the  sign  post, 
and  from  which  the  house  derived  its  name, 
was  the  stuffed  skin  of  a  catamount,  with  its 
head  and  savage  teeth  turned  toward  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  defiance  of  their  arbi- 
trary demands.  Here  was  also  administered 
the  'beach  seal.' "  It  is  concerning  the  lat- 
ter that  I  would  inquire.  What  does  the 
term  imply?       '  " 


vould  i 


u.  w. 


LETTER  FROM  NANTUCKET. 


The  Island  as  »  Seashle  Resort— Its  Grow 
'   Ina:  Poimlarity— A  Good  Place  for  Wluter 

BeHt— Activity   ia    Aaticiputioa   of  Next 

Seasuu* 


[Correspondence  of  The  Hoston  Journal.! 
Nantucket,  Nov.  17.   It  may  seem  a  little 
out  of  the  usual  course  at  this  season  ol  IU« 

f ear  to  send  you  a  letter  from  one  of  our  popu- 
»a.^.,.vu.*i.v       seaside  summer  resorts,  butmy  only  apology 
Is  that  there  is  something  to  write  about  and 
that  that  something  will  Interest  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  readers  of  The  Journal.  Incidentally 
I  will  say  that  last  summer  was  an  unusually 
prosperous  one  for  Nantucket.    The  tide  of 
travel  set  in  quite  early  in  the  season  and  at  its 
hleht  was  too  great  for  the  accommodation^ 
provided:  the  number  of  visitors  exceeding  by 
about  2000  any  i^revious  season  and  would  nave  i 
been  still  further  increased  but  for  the  fact  that  ' 
many  were  obliged  to  leave  by  the  returning  i 
was  when  we  had  100  ships  and  150  smaller  vessels  boats,  unable  to  find  room  at  the  hotels  or  ' 
belonging  to  the  port.  boarding  houses.  The  fact  Is  becoming  better  ' 

J,,  ^    c  t-vj.  V.  understood  that  there  is  no  place  like  Nan-  ; 

The  great  fire  of  '4G,  which  devastated  so  large  tucket;  no  other  place  is  located  as  it  is.  and  iio' 
a  portion  of  the  town,  found  him  among  the  suf-  other  place— because  o£  its  location— can  offer  i 
ferers,  leaving  him  in  comparative  poverty,  from  ^^'^Pj,^  P^^^^*"?^"^^-  ,  ^  \ 

,  .  J,  ,  Asa  resort  for  pleasure  there  is  varietv.  the 

which  he  never  recovered.  old  and  the  new.  the  relics  of  the  quaint  old 

During  his  long  residence  with  us  he  has  always  Quaker  times,  and  enough  of  tlie  modern  to 
been  noted  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  con-:  ^atisfy  any  who  are  not  too  p.ir  tied  Jar  to  be! 

■  .    ^         ^-       X        A.  \y      a      satisiied  anywhere.   And  as  a  place  lor  rest  "its 
sistent  Christian  character.  F.  C.  S.     very  isolation  separates  one  so  far  from  bnsiJ 
 ^w*—   ness  and  the  stir  and  bustle  of  city  life  that  the 

'IMA  «.,,r,M,t«  It  TsT'innu-kef  -ire  so  iminoronsl^*®^^^'^*^"  °^  Wiisiod  and  overwoiked  nature  Is 
-IhO  cuirents  at  N.vututicet  are  so  niunoious  p^-oi^^p^  ^^^^j  ^^^4^^^,^,^   The  climate  of  Nantucket 

»nd  variable  that  foilr  high  tides  in  the  twenty-  acts  as  a  powerful  tonic,  the  weary  become 

four  hours  are  not  infre<iuent,  the  avei-<me  hfglit' rested,  the  bracing  air  helps  nature  to  throw  off 

fiood  being  from  three  t.x^<3i  ^  \y^^\t  io  imx{\^2l^}^^^^^^^ 


&rThese  curren.s.  in  the  course  of  a  day.  ^o^.\f,^^^Zts^^^^^ 
%x\  every  direction,  turning  like  llie  hands  of  a;  a  eood  appetite  and  relish.  The  tact  begins  to  i 
^lock,  aud  are  a  puzzle  to  men  of  .sciepce   ^be  appreciated  that  Nantucket  Is  not  only  aJ 


jjrood  place  for  Invalids  Jn  eummer,  fcut  la  also)  t, 
one  of  the  best  places  In  winter;  tlie  sharp"*  P' 
changes  in  our  New  England  climate  on  the  ■  * 
main  land-are  not  experienced  upon  the  Island;, 
Its  proximity  to  the  anil  stream  causes  the  tem-  \ 
peratur©  to  be  more  equable,  and  the  averace  - 
.range    of    the    thermometer    Is    from    10  ; 
to  16  degrees  higher  In  the  winter  than  on 
ithe    main    land.     liut    it    was    not    my ,  i' 
'liurpose    to    sound    the    praises  of  Nan- 
•iucket,  for  the  thousands  who  have  enjoyed  its 
(benefits  are  telling  other  thousands,  and  eacli 
'succeeding  season  the  number  of  visitors  will 
■increase.   The  time  has  been  whej\  houses  on 
>the  island  were  lalling  down  for  the  want  of 
i  tenants,  or  were  sold  by  scores  to  be  torii  down 
for  fuel  or  removed  to  other  and  more  prosper- 
ous localities.   But  now  li  any  are  taken  down 
it  is  to  be  set  up  again  upon  lots  near  the  shores 
of  the  harbor,  sound  or  ocean,  and  every  sum 
imerthey  are  filled  with  enjoymont, 


A  DAY  AT  NANTUCKET/^ 


COKUEfil'ONDliNOK   OF   THK   BOSTON  JOUKXAL. 


Nantuckkt,  July  8, 1877. 
Tliero  are  two  of  Uis  here,  one  of  whom,  the  writeiv, 
was  never  here  before.  A  headache,  iuspiriu^j  thai 
other  witli  a  /lesire  lor  a  taste  of  sea  air,  waa  the  ia-.i 
centive  to  the  visit,  anil  within  three  hours  of  tka^ 
time  when  the  idea  was  broached  we  were  bowiiufj 
along  on  the  Old  Colony  road  to  Wood's  Hole,  or  Holl, 
as  the  modem  residents  ol  that  once  important  port.; 
uoiv  call  it.  That  was  on  Saturday,  and  seven  o'cloclo. 
that  evening  found  us  upon  tiie  'promenade  deck  ott| 
the  steamer  "  Island  Home"  steaiumgj  acroas  Vino-^ 
The  de-  *  yard  Sound  to  Oak  Bluft's,  whence  we  had  a  delightful 


mand  is  now  greater  than  the  supply,  and  cot 
tagea  are  being  built  by  scores.    At  this  time 

'twenty  are  In  course  of  erection,  and  at 'Sconset  [  brief  voyage  the  verj  beau  ideal  of  a  plea.^ure  trip 


^  hip  to  the  old  whaling  town,  the  only  desideratu».) 
wanting  being  a  moon,  wiiion  woukl  have  made  tbtyj 


alone  over  thirty  nave  been  contracted  lor,  to 
be  done  In  July. 

The  Surf  Side  Kailroad  has  proved  a  wonder- 
tul  success.  The  business  of  last  summer  ex- 
I  ceedAd  the  previous  year  by  at  least  one-third. 
!  Nearly  300  lots  wertj  sold  at  its  terminus  at 
■  Surf  Side.   A  large  hotel  Is  being  built,  and  ere 
m-auy  months  on  that  unsurpassed  view  of  the 
ocean  wiil  be  many  beautilul  cottages.    On  the 
headlands  that  reach  out  iu  the  seven-miles 
long  inner  harbor  there  are  signs  of  improve- 
ment.  Several  cottages  have  already  been  com- 
menced since  the'dn'mmer  season  closed.  There 
is  activity  upou  the  old  wharves  again,  and 
cargoes  of  lumber  and  other  building  materials 
are  frequently  landed. 

The  hotel  accommodations  are  being  ex- 
tended, a  large  annex  has  been  commenced  for 
the  Springfield  House,  and  nearly  every  other 
hotel  is  to  be  improved  in  some  way.  Through 
the  persevering  energy  of  Mr.  Joseph  S.  Barney 
Atlantic  avenue  is  to  be  completed  to  the  South 
Shore  and  will  be  made  a  beaniiful  driveway,  a 
luxury  not  before  enjoyed  by  visitors.  The  con- 
nection, with  the  main  land  by  cable  will  cer- 
tainly be  made,  and  the  jetty  is  already  begin- 
ring  to  affect  the  depth  of  water  over  the  bar, 
so  that  Ingress  and  egress  will  soon  be  easy  and 
safe  for  vessels  laden  with  merchaudlfie  or 
yachts  with  pleasure  seekers.  The  future  of 
Nantucket  is  not  problematical;  men  and 
women  of  wealth  are  searching  out  the  most 
beautiful  sites  upon  which  to  build,  and  at  no 
^distant  day  the  unsurpassed  inner  harbor  will 
be  bordered  with  beautilul  summer  villas  and 
their  surroundings  be  made  fragrant  with  cul- 
tivated nature's  adornments.  R. 


(<).'}n<'5.)  Recently  reading  the  pedigree  of 
the  Folger  family,  I  came  across  the  follow- 
ing:   "Walter  Folger  of  Nantucket  hnished 


Still  there  was  a  beautifully  clear  sk;,',  studded  witit; 
stars  that  rendered  some  amount  of  light;  one  hrighC' 
particular  star  shedding  a  refulgence  tliat  madd  upoat'j 
the  water  a  path  of  lisiht  almost  as  distiuclly  marked  as« ; 
that  caused  l)y  the  moon.  Nantucket  was  reached  sit 
leu  o'clock.  •  J 

Here  an  ovation  awaited  us— that  is,  it  awaitei  tha-^ 
.  score  or  so  of  people,  of  wliich  we  were  modest  iiita-'^ 
f  gers.  The  wharf  was  crowded  witn  humanity,  mostly  : 
,  of  the  feminine  gender,  and  our  progress  up  the  gau»-i; 
^  way  and  wharf  was  to  a  certain  degree  a  review  of 

motley  regiment  on  dress  parade.   On  the  part  of  tlm] 
\  hotel  porters  the  greeting  extended  wa^  a  voclferoa*- 
one,  while  numerous  small  boys  offered  kindly  to  caiTTf 
our  baggage,  a  handbag  with  collars,  cuffs  and  han<i-- 
kerchiefs  for  two.   The  remainder  of  the  host  as  *' 
rule  saluted  only  with  that  silent  eloquence  of  tUtsC;' 
'  eyes  which  appeared  to  ask,  "  Who,  wlieiice  and  foci 
how  long?"   Anxious  to  study  the  crowd  we  hurried,. 
I  to  a  hotel,  registered,  got  oack  to  the  street,  and  be-j 
J  coming  a  portion  of  the  moving  throng  were  led  to  tlva^ 
I  Post  Ollice.   On  the  way  our  ears  were  assailed  by  tha: 
'i  tooting  of  a  horn  and  ihe  Town  Crier's  announcement  ', 
'  of  our  arrival,  that  tunctionary,  however,  avoiding;} 
such  personality  as  would  have  been  involved  in  taef , 
mentioning  of  our  names.   At  the  Post  Office  the  i*-^; 
^  <iuirers  for  letters  presented  an  interesting  study,  whickiji 
Laving  been  made  the  nio?t  of  we  wandered  about  the; 
''  queer  old  streets  till  they  were  deserted,  wheu  our' 
,  couches  were  sought,  and  a  season  of  rest  eatei'e^jl'? 
upon,  the  end  of  which  came  too  soon  to  me  in  coitt-.3 
i  pany  with  some  fugitive  literature  from  my  traveliug^i 
;  conipaniou's  roomr  t 
Breakfast  was  the  prelude  to  a  sti oil  over  the  vi<5 
L  cinitv,  the  brief  time  our  visit  was  to  cover  makia»'i 
I  haste  necessary ,  and  not  allowing  us  the  pleasure  of  j 
,  .  {ioing  to  hear  the  Kev.  A.  F.  Peabody,  D.  D,,  preack^ 
'  i  at  the  Unitarian  Church,  the  pulpit  of  which  he  mp-ri 
r  plied  for  tlie  day.   The  lirst  locality  aimed  ^or  wa^^l 
(  the  cliff,  reached  by  a  tiamp  over  a  sand  plain  clotlie<l| 
'  with  a  hungry  looking  crop  of  weeds.   Two  or  thre«t 


ratlier  pretty  cottages  were  found  on  the  route,  audi 
1111790  his  wonderful  clock,  which  was  niade  :  yje  pa-^ed  the  pleasant  lookmg_  hom^^ 
to  run  one  hundred  years."   Is  this  a  fact, 
iind  is  the  clock  still  running?   Any  infor- 


Hiation  in  regard  to  this  clock  \Yill  be  grate- 
iuUy  received.     'ji  fa/.  sr"J  ''a'  v  ^" 

[A  full  account  of  this  clock  was  given  in 
this  ilepartment  three  months  ago.  It  has 
DOt  heen  running  for  several  years.] 


Johnson,  the  artist,  who  is  located  where  a  fine  viev»^j 
of  tie  sea  i^  obtained.  One  of  the  cottaaea,  isolatad ^ 
iu  its  position,  was  decidedly  Oriental  in  its  wealth  of  ;^ 
Chinese  pictures  on  window  curtahis  and  upou  thttij 
walls.  i 
Returning  to  the  heart  of  the  town  a  stroll  throagkl 
the  streets  was  next  in  order.  It  is  not  at  all  to  bo^, 
supposed  tluit  milK  is  kept  for  sale  at  half  the  homo»*: 
aru  that  the  otlier  half  are  boarding  houses.  Bwtl 
sometimes  it  seemed  so.  "  iNlilk  for  sal^  "  and  V.  bqard-jj 


Sing  "  stared  ils  in  tl»e  face  frequently /'so  UiaFliappea- 


|,ine  to  pass  ihitjugh    Milk  lane  "  and  ♦*  Milk  street 


either  loaded  i  ud  moving,  or  being  loaded,  and 
mowing  macliine  whose  rapid  click  soiiaded  froiu 


idurlng  our  peregrinatioas  we  involuntarily  kept  o«r 
feyes  upon  the  groiuid  lest  every  house,  should  offeuoi 
|tiien  with  the  luonotonous  legend  first  quoted..  As  to 
jtiie  houses  ihey  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  antique  in 
^appearance;  In  some  cases  they  speak  eloquently  of 
|age,  tlieir  shin^iled  sides  having  lost  all  traces  of  tu» 
Ipaint  which  many,  many  years  ago  may  have  protect- 
fed  them  from  the  weather;  and  in  other  oases  stilt 
fthey  have  riding  npoii  the  ridge  of  the  roof  a  kind  of 
jhurrjcane  deck  arrangement,  from  which  in  old  tiiue* 
|the  whalers'  relatives  watched  the  approach  of  thtj 
^omeward  hound  ship. 

f  Ihe  walk  about  town  soon  extended  itself  into  a«- 
Jother  excursion  to  the  suburbs,  this  time  to  an  oloL 
fwindihill  standing  upon  the  brow  of  a  hdl  whicU 
jaft'ords  an  excelJeut  view  of  the  town  and  of  a  cou.sid- 
Fevahle  portion  of  the  island.   The  mill  is  a  curious 

'structure,  weather  bcatou  and  a|»uarentlv  haviaj;  n»    It  was  not  even  tliat,  Imt  was 

use  in  these  davs.   In  shape  it  is  hrxagonal,  the  roof, 

in  which  is  the' s-haf t  on  whicii  are  the  sail  frame*, 

being,  or  having  been,  movable.  From  this  roof,  ou 
f  the  nde  opposite  the  sails,  a  long  and  heavy  spar  ruu* 
kto  the  grouiul  at  an  angle  of  about  30  degrees  froi« 
Ihonzontal,  On  tue  lower  end  is  a  large  cartwheel. 
■  The  object  of  all  this  rigging  is  to  change  the  positiou 


tua 

near  hollow,  there  were  men  swinging  the  scythe,  ply-; 
Lng  the  hoe,  turning  hay,  and  one  man  running  tL' 
hor?e  rake.  From  the  cemetery  we  could  see  at  leaati 
ten  men  at  woik.  Perhaps  the'v  thought  that  jusit  out-<^ 
side  of  the  town  of  Nantucket  was  about  nowhere,  oi*'* 
peihaps,  as  hinted  alread.v,  they  entertain  peculiau; 
views  on  the  matter  of  the  Sabbatli.  i  ji 

The  visit  to  the  cemeter>'  closed  our  rambles  in  the  ' 
ancient  town.   As  we  walked  toward  the  hotel  again 

f»eculiarly  designed  vane  attracted  attention,    vaiia*  ; 
u  the  form  of  whales,  or  representing  abuoruial  speci-> 
mens  of  lish,  we  expected  to  see,  and  did  not  study 
them  long.  But  this  one  was  a  puzzler,  and  a  series  of;  - 
guesses  as  to  what  it  might  be  was  in  order.   It  wa« 
almost  agreed  upon  that  it  must  be  an  exaggeratecl 
thumb  witli  a  splinter  under  the  nail,  when  a  nearer  : 
view  made  it  look  like  a  grasshopper  picking  his  teeth.  ; 

eally  an  angel  tloating  i 
through  the  air  and  blowing  a  blast  upon  a  trumpet.  A 
Dinnor  at  otir  hotel  and  a  walk  to  the  boat  finisliedH 
our  day  in  Nantucket.   This  letter  was  begun  whila  | 


waiting  for  the  steamer  to  start.   There  was  no  crowd' 
to  see  us  oil,  but  the  consciousness  of  neglect  which  rt>-  ' 
suited  from  our  rcmendjrance  of  tiie  recention  of  tlid 
night  before  was  more  than  counterbalanced  bv  tho 


lot  the  sails  to  meet  changes  in  the  direction  of  the  '  congratulations  we  liestoweil  upon  ourselves  for  harinj  • 


e"wind.   iSear  one  of  the  <loors,  of  whicU  there  were  two 
fin  the  l(*wer  part,  besides  several  at  various  higiits,  i» 
fa  large  stone  on  which  the  figures  "  lT4(j,"  ruileiy  cat,, 
-■indicate  that  the  building  is  131  years  old,.   Its  iuteri-  ; 
or,  much  to  our  regret,  was  not  to  be  ssen.  V 
From  the  mill  to  an  ancient  cemetery  was  the  next  , 
'  move.   The  burial  ground  shows  but  too  plaiiily  the 
I  loss  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  living  in  regard  to  £ 
HhQ  dead  buried  there.  Thistles  and  wild  biaokberrf 
F^yiues  are  plenty,  but  over  quite  a  considerable  tract;" 
Inature  had  scattered  wild  roses  by  the  thousand.  Ou. 
|inauy,ot  the  stones  the  inscriptions  are  nearly  oblitfr- 
Rated,  thoush  some  are  scarcely  a  century  old.  Ou.' 
linearly  all  of  them  the  tooth  of  time  has  gnawed  er-^. 

■  tectivelv,  and  the  best  are  defaced  by  spots  andcra*^.k<.  * 
Quaint  epitaphs  abound,  the  throe  which  follow  beiu*  ' 
'specimens:  j 

(1.) 

"With  waisting  pain  death  found  me  sore  oppre'-<4e(l 
riiied  my  sighs  and  kindley  gave  me  rest." 

,:•  ^    ii.)  ^  •     ,   .  j 

'  - 'to  sfoPiiiy*lteaa^r  and  .siJSUd  'a^ 

^    Think  ou  the  dust  that  slumbers  hard 
And  when  you  see  the  fate  of  me  .  ' 

't;       Think  on  the  glass  that  runa  for  thee."  ' 

.  -'^1  ■■■  '     (3.)  ' 

By  one  great  transgression  of  Adam  the  Pint  . 
LllVe  all  were  made  mortal,  and  sentenced  to  dust; 

■  But  Adam  the  second  tlio  Chief  of  our  race 
fFrom  death  will  recall  us  by  Infinite  Grace;  , 
rBy  his  perfect  obedience  as" the  head  of  us  all 
Made  us  righteous  and  holy  and  freed  from  the  fall, 
:  So  wide  as  death  triumphs  in  Adam  the  first 

50  life  shall  re-triumph  in  Jesus  the  Christ."  ' 

The  stone  ivpon  which  the  latter  epitaph  is  inscriba*. 
;;was  put  up  about  the  year  1797.  The  others  are  mor* 
'modern, 

.:  Observations  made  early  in  the  day  satisfied  us  that 
the  people  of  Nantucket  are,  as  a  rule,  giveu  t» 
church  going,  the  several  church  bells  calling  into  tho 
hoii^eo  of  worship  what  appeared  to  those  who  did 
Hot  enter  with  them  to  be  constituents  of  large  coa- 
greeatioiis.  The  visit  to  the  graveyard,  however,  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  Nantucket  may  possess  amon^  her 
children  some  Seventh  Day  Baptists,  or  Jews  perhaps, 
for  in  the  region  between  the  mill  and  the  burial 
ground  tiiere  were  unmistakable  signs  of  industry.  T» 

i^ay  nothing  ot  the  half-dozen  liay  riggings  tliat  we  saw 


had  the  moral  fortitude  to  resist  the  temptaiiou  to  g^,' 
fishing  on  Sunday.  So  virtue  is  its  own  reward.  Wo  j 
had  a  good  time,  and  in  conclusion  express  our  humbt*^ 
opinion  that  for  a  pleasure  excursion  the  Old  Coloayi 
Railroad  Company  will  give  the  full  wortu  ot  iias-j 
money  in  one  of  their  excursion  tickets  to  Nantucket  i 
and  return.  Fuao.  ' ' 

I 

.  ;  -  —  -—  —   


Boston  Mmml  I 


•THURSDAY  EVENING,  AUGUST  31. 


\  [Written  tor  Tho  Boston  Journal.] 

The  moon  full-orbed,  the  golden-setting  sun 
:    (Twin  spheres  they  seemed)  shono  fair 
sconset  plain, 
Across  the  sea-god's  glorious  domain; 
For  in  the  west  not  yet  the  day  was  done       '  :'| 
,  "When  deepening  in  the  east  the  nle;ht  begun,  i 
I    The  upper  sky  had  neither  lleck  nor  stain, 
«    J3ut  near  the  sinking  orb  a  rosy  train  ^ 
Jpf  clouds  grew  pale  and  blended  into  one.  ' 

Thou  Ufe-rcstorer,  ocean,  pcrfet't  rest 
Beside  thy  never-resting  waves  Is  found, 
'       And  vital  strength  in  iliy  untroubled  air; 
.*T1a  joy  to  be  upon  thy  buoyant  breast, 

The  glad  winds  with  us  aad  the  billows  round, 
Thy  freshness  and  ihy  freedom  every  whore. 

II.  I. 


t  NANTUCKET. 

fwinter  at  a  Sammer  Jlesort~>ActiTitr  tn 
f.  Keal  Kstate— IBrUk  JBnildhiff  Operation*— 
Hon.  Charles  0'Conor»»  Xew  Home— The 
'  TTantucket  Railroad— Cod  Fiiihiag— A  Sis- 
(  ual  Station  and  Teleeraph  Cable  Xeedcd. 

^"   ^^^( 

s      [Correspondence  of  The  Boston  Journal.] 

Nantucket,  Deo.  7.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
summei*,  about  the  time  whou  many  of  the 
weary  residents  of  the  cities  were  getting  ready 
for  a  season  of  rest  and  recuperation  by  the  sea- 
shore and  in  quiet  country  homes,  I  sent  you 
a  short  article  In  relation  to  Nantucket  and  its 
growing  popularity  as  a  summer  resort.  It 
seems  but  a  little  while  ago.  and  I  can  haraly 
realize  that  the  summer  is  £,on>,  and  that  the 
multitudes  of  delighted  visitors  have  re- 
turned to  their  homes  to  enjoy  the  re- 
newed strength  and  spirits  gained  by 
breathing  for  a  few  weelcs  our  invigorat- 
,ing  and  strengthening  ocean  air.  Yes,  the  crowds 
have  gone,  the  animated  throng  upon  tlie' 
^steamer's  wharf  are  no  lonticrseen,  and  we  miss 
the  eager  porter's  cry,  Ocean  Mouse,"  "  Spring- 
field House— free  carriage,"  "Sherburn,"  "Bay  I 
View"  and  "Sconset."  We  miss  the  fond  i 
greetings  and  adieus  of  coming  and  going 
friends;  we  miss— but  it  was  not  my  purpose  lu 
writing  to  call  uj)  t!^  pleasant  or  melancholy 
memories  of  the  past  as  to  jot  down  a  few  items 
in  relation  to  the  present  time  and  the  prospects 
'for  the  future.  Is'antucket  is  deservedly  grow- 
ing in  popular  favor.  Aside  from  its  quaint  old  ' 
houses  and  the  remnants  of  old  customs,  its 
deep  rutted  roads  and  extensive  unfeuced 
plains,  its  ocean  views  and  unequaled  clean 
samly  beaches,  its  air,  cannot  be  excelled  us  a 
tonle  for  a  large  class  of  invalids,  and  it  is  espe- 
cially beneficial  to  those  who  are  worn  fUnvn 
with  business  cares  and  intellectual  labor.  i 
Here,  too,  our  nights  are  always  cool,  and 
sleep  is  sweet  to  all  Avho  do  not  transgress  tlie 
laws  of  nature  in  eating  and  whose  consciences 
are  "  void  of  offence  toward  (lod  ,ind  man." 

Keal  estate  has  decidedly  felt  the  impulse  of 
.  tlie  increase  of  popular  favor,  especially  in  the 
most  tlesiiable  localities,  and  a  large  number  of 
lots  have  been  sold.   A  number  of  houses  have 
;  already  been  built,  ana  a  still  larger  number  , 
•  are  contracted  for.   Charles  O'Conor's  house  on 
:  the  cliff  Is  nearly  completed,  and  no  has  already^ 
taken  possession  of  It.   It  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
pensive and    thorouphly-built  hotises  on  the 
island,  and  the  view  from  lis  piazzas  and  obser- 
vatory is  unsurpassed.   J  Us  library  buildiiiir, 
which  is  fire  uroof,  is  nearly  completed.  Several 
otiicr  houses    are  to  be  built  near  to  Mr. 
O'Conor's,  and  the  worl:  of  preparation  has  al- 
ready commenced.    Others  are  to  be  built  be-  . 
twet-u  the  Clilf  and  Brant  Point,  among  them  , 
one  for  Kev.  Mr.  Cobb  vvill  soon  be  begun,  and  ' 
eveval  are  contraeied  for   at    'Sconset,  that 
wonderful  little,  villaae  on  the  southeast  corner 


of  the  island,  where  hunrlreds  of  visitors  i;csort 
to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  freedom  from  very  many 
useless  and  irksome  conventional  rules. 

.Surf  Side,  the  present  terminus  of  the  Nan-  ; 
tucket  Itailroad,  is  ipiiet  now,  except  for  the  J 
unceasing  roar  of  tlie  ocean's  ^Yaves  upon  the  ; 
shore,  but  there  are  signs  of  tuture  activity,  and 
it  would  not  be  strange  if  in  early  bpring  the 
unused  lofomotive  "  Dioni  "  sho'uld' be  kept 
busy  hauling  materials  for  a  hotel  and  a  num- 
ber of  collages.  Tlie  owners  of  tlie  railroad  are 
well  satlslied  with  their  investment,  and  well 
they  may  bo,  for  against  the  predictions  of 
croakers  their  iirst  season's  business  excelled 
their  expectations  and  the  future  is  "  big  with 
promise."  li  is  wortli  a  long  journey  to  stand . 
ontheblufrat  Surl  Side  lo  witness  the  surt 
after  a  slorm  at  sea,  or  a  slrons  wind  from  the 
south  and  ea^t;  anil  the  ocean  view  is  unsur- 
l^assed. 

The  cod  iishlncr  season  from  the  shore  has  not 
yet  been  as  gooil  as  other  seasons  have  been; 
the  Weatlier  has  l>een  v/arni  and  cloudy,  but 
within  a  ^\'el•l<:  iionie  excellent  lares  have  been 
lnou<iht  in.  I'lit  nieclianlcs  and  laborcis  have 
been  Uui-^y,  and  Die  deiuand  has  been  well  up  to, 
tlie  sur^ply.  A- few  years  uyo  some  persons  pre- 
diclcd  thai  tliere  wouM  never  be  anotiier  vessel 
load  of  lumber  lantied  upon  our  wharves,  but 
this  season  sevtn'al  car^ioes  havo  already  bcjen 
landed  and  more  are  to  come. 

About  IKUO  feet  ol  tlie  jett y  Is  already  built, 
and  in  early  spriuij  the  work  will  go  on  with  as  , 
mucii  expedition  as  p(jssible.   'I'Jie  importance  ! 
of  this  woiic  has  been  ;  !eaily  demonstrated  this  ! 
season,  and  the  loss  of  proptuly  occasioned  for 
ilie  want,  of  it  has  been  more  llian  the  cost  of 
tlial  which  lias  alre:u!y  been  done.   The  atten- 
tion ot  ^tlie  Signal  Bureau  has  liecn  called  to 
llie  iniporlancc  t/f  establishing  signal  st:itions 
upon  t  his  island  to  bi^  connected  with  tliose  on  { 
the  main  lau<l  by  cal-lo.    An  agent  ot  the  de- 
p;irtment  has  l>eculieio  iixn\   lixed   upon  the) 
iiece  ;sury  localiuii^,  ami  so  far  as  we  are  | 
ionned  of  Jus  opinions  ;(t;.'.r  learning  the  facts, 
he  regarded  tlie  c.->lai'li.~iiiii,'_:  of  su(!h  stations 
here  of  llic  liiylicst  i iiiporiance.     If  we  had 
been  connected  W:th  the  mainland  last  winter 
by  cab'ie  mure  tlian  its  t  ost  could  have  been 
saved  in  vessel  iircjiierty. 

-More  than  liO.ooo"  ves.sels  i)ass  by  Great  Point 
in  a  year  and  a  signal  station  established  there 
wonhl  l)e  in \  alual»le,  and  as  a  station  for  obser- 
vatiiiU  Xaiituv  ket  is  not  excelled  by  any  other 
in  tlie  United  Slates,  tlio  island  is  far  out  in  the. 
ocean,  said  lo  i«e  nearer  to  1  lie  ( i ulf  Stream  than 
any  otiier  pt;iiit  east  of  Florida.  The  under- 
writers of  Tiostoji,  Xew  York  .and  Philadelphia 
li;;ve  indorsed  t lie  petition  for  the  cable  "and 
stations.  R. 


The  Nantucket  Jouroal  prints  the  following 
from  au  old  scrap  hook:  "In  1641-2,  a  very  cold| 
winter.  Boston  harbor  was  so  deeply  frozen  as 
to  be  passable  for  horses,  carts  and  oxen  for  six  X 
weeks.  In  lG9b-7,  during  the  greater  part  of  , 
the  winter,  sleighs  and  loaded  sleds  ^lassed  on  ] 
the  ice  from  Boston  to  Nantucket."vyt|"f  ;| 

—"While  most  of  the  wells  and  many  of  the  ponds 
in  Nantucket  have  been  dried  up  during  the  late 
dry  spell,  a  spring  on  Mi'.  Albert  Easton's  farm,  re- 
joicine:  in  the  name  of  "Eac  Fire,"  has  gushed  aa 
freely  as  usual,  discharging  twelve  gallons  per 
minute,  or  548  barrels  per  day. 


NANTUCKET. 


Jnipi'ovemcutfeat  Siasconset— Developments 
ou  the  Cliff,  Etc. 


[Coiresponclence  of  The  Boston  Journal.! 
f  Nantucket,  April  19, 1883.  Every  year  adds 
•to  the  popularity  of  this  sea-girt  isle  as  a  summer 
U'esort  for  the  Invalid  and  care-v^roru,  for  the  lovers 
cOf  sea-side  sports  and  rest  from  the  cares  and 
anxieties  of  business.  The  fact  Is  becoming  mor6 
I  generally  acknowledged  that  no  place  on  the  New 
;  England  coast  offers  greater  advantages  for  re. 
Istorlng  health  and  vigor  to  both  old  and  young. 
:  The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  either  summer  or 
^winter,  so  trying  in  many  places,  are  not  known 
here.  The  climate  In  winter  Is  tempered  by  the 
;proximity  of  the  island  to  the  Gulf  Stream  |  and  in 
isummer  the  nights  are  always  cool  and  the  days 
;never  extremely  hot.  Last  summer  the  number  of 
^visitors  was  greater  by  some  thousands  than  any 

1>revious  summer,  and  It  was  impossible  for  all  to 
>o  accommodated.  Hundreds  wore  obliged  to  leave 
jby  tlie  returning  boat  and  seek  some  other  and  less  j  doubts 


■desirable  place.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
;.prevent  a  repetition  or  last  summer's  experience; 
the  hotel  accommodations  have  been  materially 
enlarged.  ^Mr.  INIowry,  of  the  Springfield  House, 
has  built  a  large  annex  and  an  addition  to  his 
dining  room.  The  Ocean  House  has  also  been  Im- 
'provcd,  and  will  bo  enabled  to  add  to  the  comfort 
vand  convenlenco  of  its  guests.    The  Surf  Side 
-Company  are  building  a  largo  hotel,  and  additions 
have  been  made  to  many  oi  the  boarding  houses. 
,  But  a  still  greater  improvement  has  been  made 
by  tlie  building  of  a  large  numl)er  of  cottages  at 
Siasconset  Village— that  quiet  and  lovely  spot  ou 
;  the  southeast  corner  of  the  island.  One  gentle- 
-man  has  erected  a  dozen  cottages,  and  some  of 
'  them  are  already  engaged  for  the  season.  Several 
LOthers  have  been  built  iby  other  parties,  and  a 
neat  chapel  is  nearly  completed.  This  village 
has    become    very    popular;  the   quaint  old 
lisliermen'8    cabins    liave    been  transformed 
;into  neat    little    seaside    homes,   and  every 
year,   long    before,  the   season    opens,  tliey 
;are  engaged.    For  solid  comfort  and  healtli- 
,  giving  social  enjoyments  there  is  no  place  that 
lexcelsit.  It  commands  an  uninterrupted  view  of 
ithe  ocean,  and  from  the  high  blufl  upon  which  it  is  ^ 
felocated  the  prospect  Is  alwavs  plensnnt.  and^sniDO- 
rtjmes  after  an  easterly  gale  magnificent.  This 
[place  is  to  be  the  terminus  of  the  Nantucket  Nar- 
row Gauge  Railroad,  and  will  soon  be  connected 
with  the  town  by  telegraph  or  toleplione.  Upon 
'the  "Clifl"upon  the  north  side  of  tlie  town  and 
'  ui>on  the  beacli  between  the  Cliff  and  Brant  Point 
ia  number  of  Cottages  have  been  built  and  others 
are  already  contracted  for.  The  north  shore  is 
especially  attractive,  and  since  Charles  O'Conor 
built  his  beautitul  house  upou  the  high  ground 
overlooking  it  a  large  number  of  houses  nave  been 
built  near  to  his,  and  nearly  all  the  land  has  been 
sold  for  future  improvement.  The  Cliff  shore  is 
espcciallv  desirable  for  bathing,  having  a  hard 
.'sandy  bottom;  and  the  slope  is  so  gradual  that 
'  perfect  safety  is  assured.    From  the  bathlug- 
Miouses  to    the    centre    of  the  town  a  Jiorse 
I  railroad  is  hi  anticipation,  and  strong  hopes 
I, are  entertain ftrt  tl>nf.  if  wui  h«  built  tho  present 


season.  At  this  time  2(3  cottages  are  lu  process-, 
of  construction  upon  the  Island,  and  several..: 
more  are  contracted  for,  to  be  completed  by  the] 
1st  of  July.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  build-i 
ing  of  tho  Surf  Side  Hotel.  Surf  Side  is  the  pres-f 
ent  terminus  of  the  Nantucket  liailroad,  and  since- 
the  grounds  were  laid  out  into  avenues  and  cot-", 
tage  lots  last  season  about  300  lots  have  been  sold  : 
for  iinproYonient,  and  there  Is  no  doubt  that  in  a' 
short  time  it  will  be  the  cottage  city  of  Nantucket. J 
Building  has  already  connnenced  and  plans  have; 
been  made  for  a  number  of  cottages  of  the  best  - 
class.  The  railroad  has  been  a  success  from  its^ 
opening,  and,  notwitiistandiug  the  precllctlon  of' 
croakers,  It  will  prove  to  be  a  prolfiable  invest- 
ment. Tho  number  of  passengers  carried  last  year 
exceeded  by  t;ome  thousands  the  previous  year. 
[.Sinco  last  season  tlie  track  has  been  lengtliencd 
about  a  ndle  along  tho  bluff  overlooking  the  ocean,  , 
and  will  be  completed  to  Steamboat  wharf  in  a  few  ] 
i  weeks. 

Through  the  untiring  energy  of  Joseph  S.  Bar- ! 
I  ney,  Atlantic  avenue  is  being  extended  to  Surf  Side, ' 
I  and  when  completed  it  will  afford  a  delightful' 
drive  over  tlio  commons  to  the  new  city  by  the^ 
sea.  Many  of  the  old  residents  of  the  island  are 
slow  to  reuli/c  that  their  Island  homo  is  soon  to  be 
one  of  (he  most  popular  sunmier  resorts  on  the 
coast;  but  those  who  know  of  its  many  attractions' 
for  everything  that  can  make  a  temporary  home  ■ 
by  the  sea  both  healthful  and  pleasant  have  no.' 
and  not  onlv  will  it  be  a  sunnner  resort 


i  but  in  winter  will  have  many  visitors,,  whoso 
health  rc(juircs  a  climate  free  from  tho  sharp" 
.  changes  experienced  upon  tlio  main  land.  For  a, 
cei  tain  class  of  invalids  Nantucket  is  the  best 
place  for  a  v/inter's  residence. 

lint  my  letter  is  already  long  enough,  and  I  must/ 
close  by  a.bare  allusion  to  the  fact  that  the  letty  is 
reacliing  out  slowly  toward  the  bar,  and  it  will  soon  ■ 
be  so  far  completed  as  to  deepen  tlie  clianuel  and 
'  make  a  harbor  for  excursion  steamers  and  yachts 
i  of  the  larger  class ;  and  a  more  perfect  harbor  does 
not  exist.   It  Is  enough  for  me  to  write  In  relation 
to  the  means  for  reacliing  the  Island  that  the  Old! 
Colony  Kallroad  Company  are  determined  to  meet, 
every  reasonable  requirement  of  the  traveling 
public.  I  say  they  are,  because  I  have  the  assur-i 
ance  of  its  managers  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting 
•  on  their  part  to  insure  comfort,  safely  and  expedi-I 
lion,  E.  i 


illness  covering  the  greater  part  of  the  ' 
year  1783,  his  constant  solace  was  books.  ; 
He  obtained  a  work  on  navigation,  i 
with  Maskelyne's  method  of  obtaining  I 
the  longitude  at  sea  by  means  of  lunar  dis-  i 
tances,  and  then,  although  but  18  years  of  • 
age,  mastered  the  subject  in  a  short  time  and  ■> 
taught  the  method  to  the  sailors  among  his 
townsmen.  The  first  American  shipmaster 
who  determined  his  longitude  by  lunar  ob-  ' 
Bervatlons  Is  said  to  have  been  one  of  his  ^ 
pupils.  The  next  subject  of  Importance  tOw, 
which  ho  gave  attention  was  ,j 

All  Astronomical  Clock. 
.  Having  completed  the  plan,  he  submitted  It  '| 
to  his  father,  for  whose  judgment  in  mechanics  i 
he  had  the  hightest  regard,  and,  receiving  his  ; 
sanction,  he  commenced  the  work  at  the  age. 
of  22,  and,  devoting  only  his  leisure  amid 
other  engagements,  finished  It  in  the  course ;; 
of  the' second  year.  This  clock  Is  now  in  the  j 
possession  of   a  relative.    It  is  a  monu-  t 
ment  of  mechanical  ingenuity,  brown  with  1 
,  age,  and  though  now  somewhat  antiquated  in  •> 
won  distinction,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  no  1  its  appearance,  it  Is  still  a  wonder.  Nothing  but " 
one  of  them  ever  equalled  him  in  the  many,  the  glass  which  covers  its  face  owes  its  con- 


^         A  NANTUCKET  GENIUS. 

T  , An  Outline  Sketcli  of  a  Self-Tauq^lit 

)  Scientist. 
1'  ,  .'    [From  Otir  Special  Correspondent] 
t  Nantucket,  July  25.  1885.    Every  comer 
l  ot  the  earth,  no  matter  how  remote  or  ob- 
;  scure,  has  Its  genius— some  member  of  the 
I  community  whos^  Intellect  and  attainments 
I  raise  him  so  far  above  the  common  level  of  his 
;  fellows  as  to  win  from  thena  a  reluctant 
acknowledgment      of      his  superiority. 
Nantucket  exemplified    this    truth  many 
years  ago,,  with  this  exception,  that  there 
was  entire  unanimity  in  the  acknowledg- 
ment. Walter  Folger,  while  living,  in  many 
respects  never  had  a  rival,  real  or  pretended, 
among  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  of  all  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  Nantucket  who  havo 


sided  intellectual  qualities  that  were  his  dis- 
tinguishing characteristics.  Upon  this  point 
there  is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion. 


structlon  to  another  hand,  and  Its  mechanical 
execution    would    be    creditable     to    a  ? 
professional  workman.    But  its  chief  ex-  ■•' 


cellence 
exhibits. 


is  In  the  phenomena  which  it 
The  diurnal  motion  of  the  sun  is 


.  K  becomeslnteresting  therefore,  to  consider  j  represented  by  a  circular  metallic  plate,  so  j 
t' briefly  the  achievements  of  this  truly  remark- ;^  that   it   is   seen  through  a  slit  • 

•  able  man,  who,  amid  every  variety  of  adverse  |  ^xial    plate,    at    a    greater    or  \ 

,  circumstances  and  environment,  hewed  a  path  ;  \  ^ess  meridian  altitude,  '  as  the  dec-'  I 
•for  himself  that  has  been  trodden  usually  only,  nnatlon  changes,  rising  and  setting  as  ^ 
by  those  who  have  enjoyed,  at  some  stago,  '  nature,  and  changmg  the  time  in 
peculiar  good  fortune.  He  made  his  oppor-  u  conformity  to  the  latitude,  change  of  decllna-  " 
tunlties  and  In  .no  sense  can  he  be  Ltionand  equfttion  on  each  day,  giving  also  ' 
,  called  a  child  of  fortune  Descendant  of  I  .  ti^rough  the  entire  day  the  time  of  Ills  rising 
Peter  l;olger,  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  the  ^       se^        and  place  In  the  ecliptic.  The 

»' moon  Is  represented  by  a  spherule  exhibited  i 
to  the  eye  In  the  same  manner,  but,  by  having  ' 
one  hemisphere  colored,and  by  a  process  mueU-t 
'more  complicated,  shows  with  great  faith-' 
Ifulness,  not  only  the  rising,  setting  and  south- 
■  Ing  of  the  moon,  with  the  time  of  full  sea  at 


;  Island,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Franklin, 
whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  much  resem- 
bled  In  feature,  young  Folger  was  born  In  17C5, 

r  at  a  time  Avhen  the  island  was  entering  upon 
a  commercial  career  of  great  prosperity.  Ills 

(  youth  was  passed  in  acquiring  the  limited  ed- 

i  ucatlon  which  Indifference  to  educational 


•  matters  nrevalling  in  the  town  at  that  time 
.  permitted  the  town  schools  to  Imuart.  It 
I  did  not  take  him  long  to  master  the  tew  sub- 
Meets  that  were  taught,  and  we  find  him  in  the 
Matter  part  of  his  school  days  assisting  his 
(:  teachers  in  their  daily  duties,  by  becoming 
I  himself*  in  turn,  their  teacher.   About  this 
'':  time  he  taught  himself  land  surveying,  and, 
J  soon  became  uncommonly  skilful  in  that 
i.  work.  ,    At     an     evening     school  ho 
uearned  navigation   and   guaglng.     In  his  ^ 
!,, teens,  and  unassisted,  he  mastered  algebra  , 
I  ^nd  read  euclid  as  a  modern  schoolboy  would  J- 
I  a  novel.  Becoming  possessed  of  an  astron-.^ 

omlcal  work  in  the  French  language,  whicir; 
'  he  received  at  the  hands  of  a  cascawav  sailor, ; 
!  he  taught  himself  French,  and  with  It  English,  ] 
pin  the  grammar  of  which  he  had  heretofore"^ 
k»been  deficient,  and  soon  gained  a  i 
i  knowledge  of  astronomy.  It  Is  said  of  ' 
i  him  that  at  about  this  period  of, 
f  his  life,  as  a  practical  mechanic  and,optlcian, 
§  he  had  few  superiors,  and,  in  his  own  town, 
'■certainly   no  equal.   Every  piece   of  ma-  • 

chinery  on  which  he-  placed  his  eye,  he 
;  seemed  at  once  to  comprehend.  During  an  „ 


Nantucket,  but  also  the  chief  phenomena  de- 
pendant on  the  obliquity  of  tlio  moon's  path 
to  tlie  ecliptic,  and  the  revolution  of  her 
nodes,  such  as  the  hunter's  and  harvest  moon, 
etc.    8ome  of  these  Involve  a  motion  of  the 
works  through  a  period  of  18  years  and  225 
days,  and  the  wheel  by  which  the  date  of  the 
■  year  is  shown  Is  so  constructed  that  its  revo- 
s  lution  Is  only  completed  in  100  years,  though  i 
i  necessarily  suspended  lo  years  of  that  period.  ■ 
He  made  the  calculations  and  published  an  ^ 
:  ahnanac  for  the  year  I7i)0,  and  also  made  J 
Some  Curious  Calculations  . 
on  the  annular  eclipse  of  that  year.  In  1806,  * 
•  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Bowditch  and  others, 
[  he  made  observations  of  the  solar  eclipse  of  , 
that  year.  The  year  following  he  observed  the  ; 
progress  of  the  first  comet  that  he  had  ever  j 
seen.    On  its  first   appearance  he  began  | 
taking  a  series  of  angular  distances  to  the  5 
various  fixed  stars  near  which  it  passed,  using 
a  sextant  for  the  purpose,  in  the  use  of  which  < 
he    had    long    been    so    proficient  that 
Jie  .  was    often    called    upon    to  adjust 


the  Instruments  of  'mariners' fn  ^he  town. 
t  In  this  manner  he  observed  the  comet  during 
}  the  whole  time  It  was  visible,  and  with  most 
importnut  results.  His  observations  of  the 
'  comet  >f  1811  filled  an  entire  page  of  a  Boston 
newspaper,     and      were      highly  com- 
mended   by    astronomers.     At  various 
times     in    his     life     he     had  .made 
a  number  of  small  telescopes,  but  at  the  age 
of  64  he  constructed  one  of  considerable  size. 
iThe  larger  speculum  Is  five  inches,  and  the 
'  smaller  one  inch  in  diameter.   Its  focal  length 
is  five  feet,  with  one  evepiece  magnifying  not 
;ies3  than  300.  Everything  but  the  stand 
;he    made    with    his    own    hand,  even 
the  larger  speculum,  which  ho  ground  after  a 
'  manner  peculiarly  his  o\m ;  in  fact,  there  is 
'  no  part  of  the  instrument  but  shows  in  its  con- 
[structlon  some  of  its  maker's  originality.  The 
j  results  of  his  labors,  as  seen  ni  the  com- 
'  pleted  Instrument,    are    astonishing.  For 
!  light,      distmctness      of      vision  and 
'Clearness    of    outline.     It     Is  scarcely 
surpassed  by  the  larger  and  more  expensive 
Instruments  of  a  later  period.  On  the  occa- 
j  slon  of  tiio  return  of  the  Encke  comet  in  1829, 
;  he  constructed  a  set  of  tables  for  the  deter- 
i.  minatlpn  of  the  location  of  the  comet  for  anv 
period;  past  or  future,  within  the  limit  of 
)  1000    years.    The    figures    made    In  this 
I  work  were  so  numerous  as  to  be  exhibited  aa 
kfa  curiosity.  Space  does  not  permit  a  com- 
^plete  recital  of  the  unaided  accomplishments 
I  of  this  man's  active  and  fertile  intellect  in  the 
{  realpns  of  science ;  nor  Is  their  opportunity  to 
'  record    his    successes     In     tlie  more 
'  practical     affairs     of     life.     Suffice  It 
j  that  he  studied  law,  without  Instruction, 
I  save  as  books  gave  it.  became  in  tarn  an  at- 
i  torney  and  Judge  of  the  county  court,  served 
Mn  the  state  Leglslatiu-e,  In  both  branches, 
.  several  voars,  and  was  twice  elected  to  Con- 
;  gress.  lie  died  in  1849  at  the  age  of  84. 
r-  In  common  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  ho  had 
this  faults.   Ho  was  not  always  as  considerate 
.^ofthe  opinions  of  others  as  he  might  have 
Si"' been,  and  it  was  not  easy  for  him  to  make  con- 
I cessions  to  the  prejudices  of  his  opponents; 
^  but  In 'the  history  of  his  life  there  is  food  for 
,  reflectiou,  and  no  sunmier  visitor  on  pleasure 
*  bent  can  call  the  time  Avasted  that  is  spent  In 
^  pondering  on  yie  career  of  Walter  Folger. 


cast  anchor  in  this  "snuc:  poit  some  years  be- 1 
fore  the  tempests  ot  old  ajje  have  assailed  I 
thera.  Here  thev  Kit  about  the  stove,  witU  tlielr 
feet  on  tl:ie  fender,  or  tilt  their  eliairs  acraiust 
the  wall,  smoke  sea-tlavored  tobacco  in  loii*? 
pipes,  ana  discuss  the  current  gosbip  of  tlie 
town,  or  witli  staring  remiiiisceuco  recall  old 
days  of  enterprise  and  adventure.  Here  one  sees 
a  stout,  rosy  tientleiuan,  who  lias  brought  40,000 
barrels  ot  whale  oil  into  port,  and  bone  in  pro- 
portion. His  neighbor  Inis  taken  25,000  barrels 
ot  uperm  oil,  tbe  most  ever  taken  by  one  man, 
and  has  made  I'J  voyaues  to  the  racitlc.  Another, 
in  his  sixty-third  year,  cleared  lor  a  four  years' 
voyage  tu  the  rucitic,  and  returned  with  5^700 
barrels  of  sperm  oil.  One  of  the  sitters  is  the 
last  survivor  of  the  ill-tated  Essex,  whoso  mar- 
vellous story  has  been  told  in  all  languages. 
Another,  at  onr  friend's  request,  shoves  up  his 
waistband,  and  shows  a  lar<;e  tumor  on  his 
side,  marking  the  spot  where  a  whale's  tooth 
once  entered.  The  whale  had  been  struck,, 
he  tells  us,  and  in  his  fiurry  threw  the - 
l)oat  with  its  ciew  into  the  air.  our  hero 
coming  down  into  the  creature's  open  mouth, 
and  the  hu^e  jaws  closing  8pahino(iically  upon 
him.  Two  teetn  tore  the  tlesh  Irom  his  right 
thiLch.  one  entered  his  side,  a  fourth  tore  tlie 
scalp  on  his  head.  For  a  moment  thocaptiiin 
was  lield  thus  spitted,  feeH.ig  a  pressure  as  of 
worlils.  Then  the  huge  jaws  relaxed,  and  cast 
him  into  the  water,  whence  the  men  hauled  him 
Into  the  recovered  boat.  Another  gentleman 
whom  we  met  here  is  a  retired  shipowner  and 
inercihant  of  eventful  history.  In  l8J:i  lie  made 
his  first  voyau.e  around  the  world;  in  IS54  ho 
hoisted  the  tlrsc  United  Status  flae:  ever  raised  in 
Now  Zealand;  he  sent  the  first  ship  that  entered 
Foochow  alter  it  v.'as  ouened  to  commerce,  and 
it  is  but  a  lew  years  since  lie  was  associated 
with  European  capitalists  In  a  grand  scheme,  of 
which  the  racific  was  to  be  the  field,  Nantucket 
I  the  depot  or  base  of  supplies,  and  Europe  the 
market. 


THE   CAPTAIN'S  LOOM. 


During  my  present  visit,  says  a  Nantucket  cor- 
respondent of  the  New  Yoik  Evening  Post,  too, 
I  have  achieved  an  introduction  to  the  "captain's 
room,"  centre  of  all  the  tradition  and  poetry  of 
the  port,  and  jealously  guarded  froui  the  Intru- 
sion of  the  chance  vlsittir.  It  is  a  corner  room, 
on  a  seaward  street,  under  the  old  stone  cuRtom- 
bouse,  with  the  bowsprits  of  vessels — when  any 
are  in  ])ort,  looming  up  before  its  windows.  Capa- 
cious and  inviting  armchairs  are  ran;>ed  about 
the  room,  the  fioorisbare;  on  the  walls  are  maps, 
charts,  sundry  prints  and  paintings  of  ships 
careering  under  full  sail,  and  of  boats  engaged 
in  vanuus  processes  of  whale-catching.  The 
room  has  its  patrons  at  all  hours  or  the  day,  Imt 
there  are  few  chairs  vacant  alter  six  in  the  even- 
ing. Old  captains  and  shipowners  of  tlie  port 
jolly,  rubicund  sea  roveis, 
iiavo  eniCbled  them  to 


tenant  them— round, 
whose  honest  earnintrs 


MR.  ROBERT  RATTCLIFF. 

SKETCH  OF  ONE  OF  TUE  NANTC"CKEr  SE.'V.- 
KINGS.  /  )  /'/ 
Some  few  weeks  since  I  gave  you  an  account  of 
Mr.  liobert  Ilattclilf,  who  was  one  of  the  sailors 
that  belonged  to  ship  Northumberland,  which 
took  Napoleon  to  Saint  Helena  in  1815.  The  slip 
was  copied  into  the  New  York  Evening  Post  from 
your  paper,  and  a  lad  of  sixteen  years  read  it  in 
Rockport,  Illinois.  He  was  so  interested  in  the 
subject  that  he  has  written  here  for  a  fuller  ac- 
count, and  lor  the  autograph  of  the  old  hero. 
He,  no  doubt,  is  the  only  person  alive,  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  at  least  I  think  so,  that  was  in 
that  remarkable  company,  over  sixty  years  ago. 
A^  ith  these  views,  I  thought  it  avouUI  be  interest- 
ing to  \our  many  readers  to  more  fully  detail  his 
eventful  career,  as  iclated  by  him  to  the  writer 

;  from  time  to  time  in  his  pleasant  lite  among  our 

'  people  in  the  fitty-eight  years  past. 

Sir.  Rattclilt"  was  boi  n  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

:  England,  February  2;:!,  1701,  At  eleven  years  of 
age  he  went  into  a  factory  vvheie  watch-crystals 

'  were  mauulaclured.    This  not  proving  to  ids  t 

I  taste,  he  left,  and   was   apprenticed  to  sea-  ' 

1  lite  for  seven  year?,  his  lather  meanwhile 
paying  for  a  membership,  when  of  age,  of  Trinity 

!  House  of  Kf^wensrie.  Those  naners  he  still  pre- 


serves  in  a  liame,  and  shows  tlie'm  with  much  en- 
thusia^^ni,  for  they  made  him  a  Iree  man  entitled 
to  vote  when  ot  aji,c,  and  conferred  .some  other 
privilefros  upon  him;  and  1  am  happy  lo  add  the 
corporation  of  Iriuity  has  recently  held  correspon- 
dence with  him  and  owned  him  as  a  brother  in  a 
foreign  land !  lie  went  on  board  the  Malabar  fri- 
gate, which  joined  a  thousand  vvar-iships  and 
ti  .'uisports  fiarhtriiig  in  the  Downs. 

They  sailed  for  Copenhagen,  and  Tlattclift",  in 
ilie  I'rincc  of  \Vales,  was  present  at  the  taking  of 
the  Dauifh  capital  and  of  all  the  war-ships  in  the 
pt)rt,  including  some  whicii  were  on  the  stocks. 
'Jhesewtre  carried  to  England,  and  two  of  tliese 
ships  from  the  stocks  were  in  time  famous  whalers 
in  the  Houlh  seas. 

"VVe  next  hnd  him  convoying  transports  with 
troops  from  England,  for  Wellington  in  Spain, 
and  bringing  back  ship-loads  of  famished,  fever- 
stricken  soldiers,  who  died  by  the  hundreds  upon 
the  ]iassoge;  and  even  after  they  had  arrived  in 
the  Downs,  thousands  died  and  were  thrown  into 
the  sea,  with  mattresses,  bed-clothes  and  ward- 
robe, leaving  nothing  behind  to  spread  the  pesti- 
lence. 

He  next  was  on  service  in  the  Baltic,  and  was 
fiozen  up  there  in  the  winter  of  1813.  In  the 
spring  he  ariived  home,  and  was  immediately 
impressed  upon  the  ship  Albion,  74,  Captain  Dev- 
onshire, belonging  to  a  large  tleet,  one  of  which 
was  the  Shannon,  f j  igate,  that  afterwards  fought 
r.nd  took  our  United  States  ship  Chesapeake  in 
1813.  AVhen  they  arrived  in  Halifax  they  took  a 
pilot  to  the  Albion  from  the  fleet,  and  sailed  for  a 
cruii^e  olf  our  coast;  and,  when  just  south  of  JSau- 
tucket,  they  fell  in  with  the  ship  Monticello,  Cap 


event  Sir  George  Cockburn  translered  his  flag 
from  the  Albion  to  the  Northumberland,  and  was 
detailed  to  lake  Napoleon  to  St.  Helena.  Sir 
Cleorge  then  sent  for  twelve  of  his  young  men 
fiom  the  Albion  to  join  him  on  the  Northumber- 
land, and  Kattclirt"  was  one  of  the  men  detailed 
for  that  duty.  They  sailed  from  England  in  July, 
and  arrived  at  St.  Helena  in  November.  The  inci- 
dents of  the  voy  ge  were  few.  Napoleon  would 
take  his  airings  upon  the  main  deck;  never  would 
speak  to  any  oliicer,  but  wouUl  sit  upon  the 
»  breech  of  a  gun  and  witnesrS  the  various  evolu- 
^  tions  of  the  sailors,  which  he  seemed  lo  admire; 
would  pinch  their  ears  and  ask  them  in  very  good 
English  it  they  were  well  treated  by  their  supe- 
,  1-iors,  and  if  they  had  enough  to  eat,  etc. 

But  the  Lfiost 'exciting  scene  which  happened 
upon  the  passage,  and  licaitily  enjoyed  by  Nai)o- 
leon  and  Madame  Bertrand  especially,  was  in 
crossing  the  Equator  one  night,  when  Neptune, 
tridcnc  in  hand,  summoned  every  greenhorn  to 
appear  before  his  austere  salt  INlujesty,  and  tliero 
were  over  300  who  had  never  crossed  the  line.  Of 
course  they  were  all  lathered  with  slush,  tar  water, 
&c.,  and  shaved  with  a  huae  razor  made  of  iron 
hooi).  This  was  enjoyed  by  all  on  board.  Now, 
however,  it  has  gone  out  of  fa>hion. 

On  aniving  at  St.  Helena,  they— Napoleon  and 
suite— embarked  for  the  shore,  and  went  lo  iMr. 
Baleome's,  who  was  a  troveniment)agent. 

Kattclille  and  his  comrades  were  detailed  for 
shore  duty,  tilting  up  Eongwood,  or  riantaiion 
Holise;  and  these  young  men  took  every  i)iece  of 
l)late  and  all  valuables  up  by  hand  to  Lougwood, 
Napoleon  always  having  a  goodworil  for  them  all. 
When  they  left  the  ship  Sir  Ceorge  had  all  the 


in  Barzillai  Coltin^  bound  to  Nantucket  fiom  the  k  yards  manned  ar.d  bunting  and  streamers  flying, 


Pacilic  ocean,  full  of  sperm  oil.  They  took  Cap 
tain  Coffin  out  ot  his  shij),  and  sent  her,  a  bonny 
prize,  to  Halifax  with  all  her  crew.  They  then 
sailed  ioi'  Ciardnar's  bay,  Long  Island,  and  landed 
Captain  Cofiin.  Here  Sir  George  Cockburn  trans- 
fei red  his  Hag  to  the  Albion,  and  they  proceeded 
to  the  Chesapeake  bay  to  coojjerate  with  the  fleet 
from  England  and  the  troops  under  Sir  Eeier 
Parker  and  General  Ross  in  the  contemplated  at- 
tacks on  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

Sir  Georue  Cockburn  bull:  a  battery  at  Tangier 
Island  to  engage  the  batteries  on  tue  ^Maryland 
shore  and  against  the  forts.  When  General  Ross 
arrived  from  England  they  were  ready  to  proceed 
with  the  work.  Soon  General  Ross  and  Sir  Peter 
Parker  were  killed  on  shore,  and  the  English 
ships  were  beaten  o(F  by  the  lorts  and  gunboats. 
RaitcliJf  was  present  at  the  burning  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Sir  George  Cockburn  then  took  Sir  Peter  Park- 
er's remains  and  sailed  for  Bermuda,  where  Sir 


In  due  time  the  Newcastle,  flfty-gun  frigate, 
bnngii'.g  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  arrived  out  and  re- 
lievetl  Sir  George  Cockburn  from  duty,  who  sailed 
iuimediately  lor  England,  wher2  he  arrived  with- 
out accident,  whei  e  the  sailors  were  paid  otf  and 
were  once  more  free.  In  181(3  Rattclitf  received 
the  corporation  papers,  as  previously  indicated, 
from  Trinitv  House. 

We  next' find  him  as  chief  oflicer  of  a  ship  to 
Rio  Janeiro,  P.razil;  and  while  u))Ou  some  duty  on 
the  coast,  carrying  ammunition  from  port  to  port, 
they  were  captured.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Bri- 
tish admiral  u))on  the  coast  they  were  set  free 
and  landed  in  Beimuda.  They  took  a  vessel  tor 
Haliiax  and  England,  where  tney  arrived  safe. 

Raltclill  sailed  again  for  the  United  State*, 
and  when  oiX  the  south  shore  of  Nantucket  the 
ve-sel  was  tiriven  ashore  in  a  gale  ami  became  a 
I)eifoct  \weck  in  December  18J0. 

The  next  move  he  makes  was  new  to 
the     joung     sailor.       He     shipped    on  a 


James  Cockburn,  his  brother,  was  governor.  On  i(3  whaler  and  made  a  successful  voyage, 
arrival  they  took  the  remains  of  Sir  Peter  ou  and,  again,  a  second  voyage  with  another-com- 
shore,  and  he  was  buried  with  great  pomp.  '  monder ;  here,  too,  he  sU  ikes  oil  successtuHy,  and 

At  ];ermuda  they  were  joinea  by  Sir  Alexander' Mios  earned  the  title  to  many  a  Nantucket  girl 
Cochrane  in  the  Tenedos  to  operate  at  New  Or 
leans.   Sir  George  Cockburn  sailed  in  the  Albion  » 
for  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary's  river,  Florida.  On 


their  ariival  they  took  a  ship  loaded  with  cotton 
and  a  gunboat.  They  loaded  the  gunboat  with 
100  ncgros  and  sent  all  to  Bermuda.  After  the 
battle  of  New  Orkans,  they  heard  of  the  peace, 
and  sailed  immediately  for  England  by  the  way  of 
Beimuda. 

On  their  ariival  news  had  just  been  received  in 
England  that  the  battle  of  Waterloo  had  been 
fought  and  won  by  Wellington  and  his  allies,  and' 
that  Napoleon  hail  surrendered  himself  to  Captain 
JNlaitland,  on  board  the  Bellerophon.    Alter  this 


which  he  did,  and  became  reconciled  to  the  place 
forever! 

He  now  set  himself  upas  a  master  rigger,  and 
had  a  gang  of  lifty  men  alv\ays  in  hand,  with  as 
much  busmess  as  needed  from  '.r>0  vessels,  when 
Nantucket  was  tiuly  a  bee-hive  of  a  place;  and 
the  writer  is  proud  to  say,  that  no  better  man 
ever  moved  about  here  in  all  these  years.  He  was 
always  ready  with  cheerfulness  to  do  anything, 
niuhtor  day,  with  our  ships  either  at  the  wh.irf- 
harbor  or  away  at  the  ship-yard. 

When  our  great  tire  came  upon  us  in  ISin,  oevas- 
tating  foitv  acres  of  our  place,  and  tliat,  too,  in 
the  commercial  centre  ol  the  rown,  Mr.  Ratcliil 


lost  bis  nvo  lolts  and  the  accumulated  savings  of  Society  decided  to  give  Kattclilf  au  annuity  of  3ju 
his  wliulo  lite.  Tne  inorninj>-  of  the  14th  July  during  his  lite!  The  society  would,  1  have  reason 
found  him  in  coinplote  poverty!  to  believe,  do  even  more  if  it  were  necessary,  but 

Jle  counuciiced  aii,'ain,  but  not  with  the  same  as  it  has  very  many  claims  upon  its  tunds  froui 
viu<'i' lis  betoie.  and  w  hen  he  had  but  partially  -  those ''among  strangers  in  a  ioieign  land,"  1  tliink 
overcduie  some  Of  his  losses  we  had  the  oneninu;  that  is  all  that  should  be  cxpt  cled  trom  it.  In  ro- 
of our  new  omi)ire  m  Calilornia.  This  proved  too  gnrd  to  reliei  secured  trom  i)rivate  sources  1  can- 
potent  tor  us  all,  and  ijradually  we  had  all  of  us  I  not  report  deiinitely,  but  I  hoj)e  to  gather  in  troui 
to  sucfumb  to  this  nevv  influence,  which  had  all  the  benevolent  sutticieut  to  Jrovide  for  the  "Nan- 
tbe  ell'ect  ot  a  wiiherins  blight,  and  which  we  at  ,  tucset  sea  kir-^'s"  comfort  durin[>;  his  -reinainiu<; 
KanUicIjei  have  never  Deen  able  to  resist.  years.  The  British  consul  (Mr.  C.  A.  Henderson) 

Mr.  KatclifE  has  airived  at  that  aae  when,,  iias  kindly  mtcre.-ted  himself,  and  will  endeavor 
thoiijrh  he  can  still  witness  the  sea  and  its  lap-'  to  obtain  subscriptions  from  the  British  captains 
liinjis  on  the  f-hore,  lie  can  no  longer  hear  [he  :  visitinp;  the  port. 

i(.:ii  nor  the  boom  of  its  music  in  the  storm.     ^     j     in  the  course  of  a  week  or  so  I  will,  with  your 
God  irive  him  comfoit.  l'\  C.  S.    '  kind  permission,  report  the  progress  mu(ie; 


ROBERT    RATTCLIFF-A    PLEA    FOR  HIS 
RELIEF. 

To  tlie  Editors  of  the  Boston  DaUij  Advertiser 

I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the  sketch' 
of  this  hero,  as  given  by  F.  C.  S.  in  the  Adv^or- 
tiser  ot  ISlarch  15,  and  have  corrtsponded  with 
ihat  gentleman  (Mr.  F.  C.  Sanford  of  Nantucket) 
on  the  subject  of  extending-  relief  toRattcliif.  The 
man  who  for  years  fought  for  England  in  her  great  j 
naval  wars,  who  for  yeais  sailed  from  Nantucket  ■ 
and  adopted  it  as  his  home,  ought  not  to  be  at  the 
age  of  eighty-four  in  the  poor-house,  without 
having  around  him  substantial  evidence  of  the  ap-  \ 
pieciation  of  all  men  of  those  who  do  their  full 
duty  in  life,  and  of  the  charity  that  exists  for  those 
truly  worthy  of  it.  It  is  seldom  that  so  noble  an 
object  of  charity  is  luesented,  and  I  feel  that  only 
an  aniiounceineut  is  needed  that  funds  designed 
for  the  good  object  will  be  taken  charge  of,  to  at- 
tract suiUcient  to  meet  the  wants  ot  the  case. 

I  have  directed  the  attention  ot  the  British 
Charitable  Society  to  f  he  high  claims  of  the  old 
"sea  king"  upon  the  society  s  friends,  and  I  have 
reason  to  belief  that  Ractclilf  will  in  future  eiijuy 
rtgular  assistance  in  the  form  of  a  small  aunuity. 

I  am  desirous  of  collecting  sufficient  funds  to 
I  insure  comlortable  iirovision  for  the  old  hero  for 
some  years,  and  as  many  of  your  readers  may 
1  have  been  equally  interested  in  the  sketch  refeiied 
to,  1  would  invite  all  such  to  forward  any  contri- 
butions they  may  be  kind  enough  to  make  to  me 
at  my  oftice,  2(iG 'Washington  street. 

Permit  me,  also,  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  inter- 
est which  1  understand  you  have  taken  in  the 
case.  Hkuuert  Ra.ijclvffl:. 

Boston,  March  19, 1878, 


You  and  your  readers  wilt  be  glad  to  learn  that 
something  has  already  been  accomplished.  Mr. 
Sanford  of  Nantucket  will  be  inclined  to  think 
that  the  time  expended  in  writing  his  admirable 
sketch  ot  the  old  hero  was  well  spent.  A  week 
ago  today  (Friday)  it  appeared  in  vour  columns, 
and  yesterday  n  hnrsrt.^v^  thp  British  Charitable 


Nantucket,  March  10,  1878. 


li      1!  K  U'l'  R  A  L)  g  L,  V  F  F  K . 


Boston,  March  22,  1878. 


